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ÁCuenten!
ÁCuenten Con Sus Amigos! is a delightful 
Spanish book written by Shannon Foster, 
MCS Spanish Language teacher, and 
illustrated by Chelsea VanDyk, Õ11, and Jenna 
Orchard .

Originally designed for preschool students at 
the Early Learning Center, and intended for 
use by children of all ages, ÁCuenten Con Sus 
Amigos!  inspires second language learning 
through beautiful illustrations and a fun story 
that asks the reader to count the number of  
ÒfriendsÓ that they Þnd illustrated.

Foster has written several books to 
supplement her Spanish curriculum at MCS. 
ÒItÕs really hard to Þnd inexpensive and 
appropriate resources for teaching Spanish,Ó 
she explains. ÒIt can be hit or miss at the 

Public Library which makes it hard to plan 
outside resources into your curriculum.Ó

ÁCuenten Con Sus Amigos! was designed and
written to help children put English and 
Spanish phrases together while learning to 
count. It has twelve creatively drawn and 
beautifully colored illustrations. ÒI invited 

students to add their whimsical drawings. 
They gave me black and white line drawings. I 
converted their drawings into digital format 
and then added the color.Ó Chelsea VanDyk 
was one of the illustrators. ÒIt took a long 
time,Ó she said. ÒBut we had fun!Ó 

Parents are surprised to see just how well their 
children do when learning a second language. 
FosterÕs book adds another dimension of fun 
to their experience at MCS.

Two more of FosterÕs Spanish-English books 
are being used at the elementary level. ÒI love 
to write books. One of the interesting projects 
is an oral story that my son and I are creating 
together.Ó Foster teaches Spanish and 
advanced Spanish. She supervises students 
who teach Spanish to children in the 
elementary. 

 Manhattan Christian School is reproducing 
ÁCuenten Con Sus Amigos!for use in the 
classroom on its Media Center color copier. 
Let us know if youÕd like to purchase a copy 
for your home. Proceeds will go to the support 
of more in-house publishing of Spanish 
language tools.

Connections
ÒHe will stand and shepherd his ßock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 
LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.."
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Micah 5:4
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Student News
National Merit Scholar 
SemiÞnalist

Congratulations to Kelsey March, Õ11, who is a 
National Merit Scholar SemiÞnalist.

According to its website, about 1.5 million 
Juniors from 22,000 high schools entered the 
2011 National Merit Scholarship Program by 
taking the 2009 Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test ( PSAT/
NMSQT¨ ). The resulting group of 
SemiÞnalists represent less than one percent of 
U.S. high school seniors, and include the 
highest-scoring entrants in each state. To 
become a Finalist, a SemiÞnalist must have an 
outstanding academic record throughout high 
school, be endorsed and recommended by the 
high school principal, and earn SAT scores 
that conÞrm the studentÕs earlier performance 
on their qualifying test. Kelsey will now 
submit a detailed scholarship application, 
with an essay and information about her 
participation and leadership in school and 
community activities. About 15,000 
SemiÞnalists will advance to the Finalist level.  
National Merit Scholarship winners are 
chosen from the Finalists group, Òon the basis 
of their skills, accomplishments, and potential 
for success in rigorous college studies, without 
regard to gender, race, ethnic origin, or 
religious preference.Ó

Rotary Student of the Month
Each month students are nominated by 
teachers for a Rotary Student of the Month  
award.! Students are selected for excellence in 
academic achievement, leadership, school and 
community activities.  Paige Johnson received 
this award in November. Shelby VanEps has 
been recognized for the month of December.

Hall of Fame
At the end of each quarter, our high school 
faculty selects four students who have 
demonstrated academic achievement, strong 
effort, respect for others, an improved GPA, 
and/or positive behavior.  These students are 
recognized by having their picture displayed 
in the hallway. They each receive an eagle pin, 

a congratulatory letter, and their name placed 
in a drawing for a $100 savings bond at the 
end of the school year.  First quarter Hall of 
Fame winners are  (L-R below): Kathryn Smit , 
Taylor Feddes, Luke Foreman, and Kelsey 
Cok.

Academic All-State Athletes
For Academic All-state, athletes must achieve 
a 3.5 or greater GPA for the 1st quarter 
marking period, and must have earned a 
varsity letter for their sport during that same 
marking period. 
!
Football: John Lucht, Brady Van Dyken, 
Dylan Nickisch.  

Volleyball: Beth Bloomer, Allyson 
Braaksma,Kaytlin Halle, Julie Ovenell, 
Kathryn Smit, Chelsea VanDyk, Amber 
Visser, Jacquelyn Visser; 

Cross Country: Whitney Alberda, Nikki 
Dykstra, Carlee Fountaine, Ryan Ovenell, 
Jackson Pierce.

---------------------

Manhattan Christian School Celebrates the 
academic and personal accomplishments of every 
student. We thank the Lord for the talents and 
abilities that He has so generously given to his 
children. Whether or not a student receives 
recognition through awards, MCS embraces the 
belief  that each student in our midst possesses 
unique characteristics that the Lord blesses and 
will continue to bless for his glory!

SamaritanÕs Purse
Over the last couple of weeks preschool 
through  middle school students participated 
in Operation Christmas Child, a SamaritanÕs 
Purse ministry, ÓTo demonstrate God's love in a 
tangible way to needy children around the world, 
and together with the local church worldwide, to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ.Ó Students 
brought in shoeboxes and Þlled them with 
gifts.  Items included everything from 
toothbrushes and toothpaste to small games, 
notebooks and colored markers.  Last year, 
SamaritanÕs Purse distributed over 8 million 
boxes, and since 1993, they have reached 
children in over 130 countries. 

Elementary students produced 58 boxes plus 
funds for shipping them to Samaritan Purse at 
$7.00 per box.  58 is also the number of goats 
that the elementary purchased last year for 
their friends at Kazozi Village orphanage, 
through Uganda Orphans Fund .  The 
elementary reports that the goats are doing 
well. They invite you to come see photos they 
have posted in their hallway.  

A big thank you to all who helped make this 
such a blessings for kids around the world.

To ®nd out more about Samaritan's Purse 
ministries visit: SamaritansPurse.org
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The challenge is before us every time we utter 
the phrase, your kingdom come. It challenges 
each of us to take a hard look at our own 
selÞsh ambitions and prideful behaviors.  It 
confronts us with our need to protect our 
own turf and for personal achievement.  
Instead we need to consider that in 
everything we need to Òredirect our hearts 
toward the rule of God.Ó   And as I write 
these words, IÕm reminded of the words from 
that great Christmas anthem. ÒCome Thou 
Long-Expected Jesus:Ó

Born Thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 

by Thine own sufÞcient merit, 
raise us to Thy glorious throne.

       Merry Christmas!
Eleanor DenHartigh, Superintendent

Board Update
November Board Update

¥After input and discussions from 
parents, students, staff and coaches the 
Board approved a motion to move MCS 
from Class B  to Class C  for our high 
school athletic program.
¥Jason Kimm was approved as the new 
parent representative to the Finance 
Committee

Financial Aid Night, 
February 7, 2011
MCS will hold a Þnancial aid night for 
parents of juniors and seniors on Monday, 
February 7, 2011, at 7:00 pm in the school 
library. ! Parents will work line by line 
through the FAFSA (free application for 
Þnancial aid), and learn more about how to 
fund their student's college or !technical 
school.! Parents may bring pertinent Þnancial 
information. ! Please call Mr. Ovenell for more 
information.

MCS All School 
Christmas Concert
DonÕt miss the all school Christmas Concert 
on Friday, December 17, at 7:00 PM. This 
concert combines all students at Manhattan 
Christian and will be spectacular! 

Music Department 
Fruit Fundraiser
The music department will be holding itÕs 
annual fruit sales in February, 2011.

Destination 
Imagination Bake Sale
DI will be selling baked goods at the 
Christmas Program. Please support our team!
Did you know that MCS has a global 
reputation for excellence in problem solving 
and outstanding rankings at DI Global 
competitions? Other coaches and teams from 
around the world make it a point to watch our 
students compete. Manhattan Christian is now 
on the map with recruiters from major DI 
corporate sponsors and partners! A beneÞt for 
all students at MCS and their future careers!

Former MCS Teacher
Mr. Larry Senti, age 73, of Zeeland, MI went to 
be with the Lord on Thursday, November 18, 
2010, after suffering a fatal accident while 
cutting wood for the winter. He died where he 
enjoyed being the most, in the company of his 
family, friends and in GodÕs country.
Larry was born August 3, 1937, in Dispatch, 
Kansas, and attended grade and high school 
in Downs, Kansas. He honorably served his 
country for four years in the Navy. He went 
on to earn his bachelorÕs degree at Adams 
State College in Alamosa, Colorado, where he 
met and married his beautiful wife, Janet. He 
went on to receive his Master of Science 
degree from Montana State University.
Larry was a faithful member of his church and 
served in the ofÞce of elder many times. He 
was a very devoted Christian and a great 
example to all who knew him. Despite having 
few worldly riches of his own, he was forever 
generous with his time, money and full of 
mercy for those who were less fortunate. He 
was a wonderful and faithful husband, father 
and friend, and will be dearly and forever 
missed. He is survived by his beloved wife, 
Janet (Gesink); his loving daughter and son-
in-law, Shannon and James VanHemert; his 
two loving sons and daughters-in-law, Cory 
and Laura Senti, Thad and Lorene Senti; nine 
grandchildren. Also surviving are his siblings, 
Gale, Robert and Karen. Awaiting him in 
heaven are his mother and father, Harold and 
Gertie Senti, and his brother, Gary. In lieu of 
ßowers, charitable contributions may be made 
to Sienna Senti, granddaughter, for her adult 
care, which will be placed in her special-needs 
trust fund: www.yntemafh.com.

Living the LordÕs 
Prayer
The faculty has been using the book Living the 
LordÕs Prayer, by David Timms, for devotions 
during our faculty meetings this year.  
DecemberÕs focus was on the phrase, Òyour 
kingdom come.Ó  We discovered that while 
God has hardwired us for dominion ÐÒÞll the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over . . . every living 
creature. . .Ó Gen. 1:26-28 Ð we often exploit 
our earth and extend our dominion over 
people which is a step beyond GodÕs design 
and purpose. It was rather telling to see that 
Òwe spend our lives seeking to dominate 
other people or avoid domination by them.Ó

Timms points out that Òthe essence of 
spirituality revolves around participation in 
our FatherÕs kingdom, not retreat into our 
own.Ó  Or to put it in a little different terms, 
ÒGod calls us to live in His kingdom. The 
Father does not seek opportunity to live in 
our kingdoms.Ó  And as we dig a bit deeper 
we begin to realize that He is calling us to lay 
down our own agenda and the ambitions we 
might have.  This leaves no room for self-
promotion, but rather directs us to look at our 
service.  As a staff we had to look at ourselves 
individually and ask ourselves where we 
might be pursuing our own agenda, rather 
than serving our students, our school and our 
God.

Timms used a wonderful metaphor of grain 
silos to help us understand this idea.   As we 
look around our landscape here in the 
Gallatin Valley we see silos standing against 
the horizon.  Standing side by side, these silos 
have very little connection to each other.  So, 
too, we as individuals or as an organization 
can get caught up in building our own little 
kingdoms rather than working together to 
build GodÕs Kingdom.  The apostle Paul puts 
it all into perspective.  We do not work for 
ourselves or by ourselves, but rather Òwe 
serve as GodÕs fellow workers, tending His 
Þeld and not building our own.Ó I Cor. 3:9. 
Later Paul urges the Philippians to have the 
same attitude that Christ had, emptying 
themselves and considering each other as 
more important than themselves (see Phil. 2: 
3, 7).

M$++6".*'%"-$@=C-"$-")?."3+&/""R`Ea;R`IS



M A N H A T T A N  C H R I S T I A N  C O N N E C T I O N S

4! December  2010

MCS Fall Athletics- 
Competing With a Greater Goal
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Anticipating Montana Coaches AssociationÕs 
2010 Coaches of the Year awards, Dan 
Chesnet (Belgrade News, Prep Corner, November 
30, 2010) proposed an alternate strategy for 
selecting coaching honors . He writes: 
ÒInstead of picking the obvious choice, why 
not dig a little deeper. How about picking a 
coach who didnÕt win the championship (or 
even make a state Þnal), but managed to get 
his/her team to perform well above 
expectations.Ó Chesnet identiÞes three 
coaches who he believes should win coach of 
the year honors: Jill, Ayers , MCS volleyball 
coach, Dale McQueary , Manhattan Football 
coach, and Ric Plante, Belgrade boys soccer 
coach. Chesnet continues, ÒAyers guided 
Manhattan ChristianÕs young volleyball team 
to the state tournament a year after losing six 
seniors and four starters to graduation. LetÕs 

be honest, no one expected the Eagles to win 
the league title, and they went 13-0 against 
conference opponents. Even more impressive, 
ChristianÕs girls accomplished that feat 
without a single senior and just three players 
who had varsity experience heading into the 
2010 campaign.Ó

Chesnet points to the Manhattan Tiger 
football team, led by McQueary,  and their 
Ònear perfect seasonÓ with a 10-1 record and 
number two ranking in state semiÞnals, and to 
Belgrade soccer coach  Plante, who led his 
soccer team to state Class A Þnals -when no one 
else believed it was possible. Citing Ayers, 
McQueary , and Plante, and their against-all-
odds accomplishments, Chesnet sends a clear 
message: coaches should be considered for 
more than just the sum of their wins and 
losses. In his view, true coaching achievements 
express a greater story. 

Expressing a greater story, placing athletics, 
academics, and everything else, within the 
greater context of Christian growth and living, 
is what Christian education is all about. 

Students at MCS  are blessed to have coaches 
who aspire to the greater story of who they are 
in Christ- coaches who ask God  to guide their 
faith into a fuller meaning as they mentor 
young players. Connections takes this 
opportunity to invite our fall coaches to 
express how they dig deeper in their coaching 
efforts.

Coach Jill Ayers  explains how her teamÕs 
goals encompassed more than winning games.  
ÒOur theme this season was:! Ready to Serve! 
Using this play on words, our focus was to use 
volleyball as an avenue to serve others.! The 
ability to play the game gave these girls many 
opportunities to be witnesses of Christ 
whenever they came into contact with other 
players, ofÞcials, coaches, and fans.! It was our 
purpose to serve others by the way we played, 
acted, treated each other, won and lost. We 
wanted to use volleyball to serve GodÕs 
greater purpose.  During the course of the 
season, as tournaments heated up, and nerves 
got thin, we used our locker room devotions 
and huddles to remind each other that 
volleyball is not what is important in the big 
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picture of things...... winning here is an earthly 
treasure that will soon lose its Ôshine.Õ  Rather, 
the team encouraged each other with the truth 
that living for Christ brings about eternal 
treasures.... for someone else to see that Christ 
does make a difference is authentic to how 
Christ wanted us to spread his Good News. 
The penny that each girl carried in her shoe 
during the tournaments was a reminder of the 
true treasure that we seek.Ó

ÒFaith impacts my ability!to coach because it 
gives me patience,Ó says JV and C team coach 
Michelle Mayo . Ò IÕm a very competitive 
person, so realizing that winning isn't 
important when you look at the !big picture 
has helped me.! I love being able!spend time 
in devotions and prayer with the players. ! It 
makes it easier to get through the difÞcult 
times of the season.!!I love being a part of 
developing the talents God has given!the girls.! 
It is fun to see how our actions can impact 
others more than our words. ! Hearing 
comments from people outside the 
community, !about how well the girls represent 
our school, can be such a testimony and point 

of encouragement. One can see how much 
more effort a girl will put into a practice or 
game when they realize that God has given 
them their gifts and abilities and they are 
playing for his glory. ! Their attitudes towards 
other teammates, players, ofÞcials, and 
coaches are more positive when they are 
mindful that they represent Christ. ! They are 
more patient, understanding, and 
encouraging. Their lives have greater impact 
on others.Ó

Camille (nee Venhuizen) San Souci, Middle 
School volleyball coach, has taught at both 
Christian and secular schools. She believes 
coaching at secular schools is different and 
harder because as a Christian she is held back 
from expressing faith that she believes is Òso 
vitalÓ to young players. ÒFaith!should not 
be!just one aspect of our lives, but rather 
something that encompasses all of life, 
including coaching. There are two ways in 
which I try to make faith the driving force in 
my coaching. First, I need to be a constant 
example myself and reßect the heart of Christ 
in my teaching. Second, we as a team need to 

glorify God in the big and small, whether that 
is working our hardest in conditioning drills, 
uplifting our teammates or joyfully 
celebrating the opportunity to move and 
play.Ó

Cross-Country Coach Nate Teslaa explains 
that in addition to team devotions and prayer, 
a great part of their work as a team looked at 
running within the context of developing 
character, self-discipline, and commitment to 
Þnish each race well- valuing personal growth 
as a Christian and as a runner. ÒWe shared a 
bus with Manhattan High. ! Our team could 
have segregated themselves, but instead they 
warmed up with Manhattan and even prayed 
with them. As the season went on, each 
runner grew physically, emotionally, mentally, 
and spiritually. They pushed ahead toward a 
more signiÞcant goal (Hebrews 12:1-3). I 
believe they left a strong impression about 
what it means to be in a dark world and reßect 
the light of Christ.Ó

>SRS"K$+1,-6"7&/*'b1"K&((*6J$(("G*$/"YM;5ZB"]@(,*"cD*'*((!"8/J*+"K,11*+!"8((61&'"O+$$H1/$!"X$-C+6'"./,-!"]*11,9$"T*"]&'=*!"?C*(1*$"K$'T6H!"O*-C$'6"G+,*/1-+$!"O*-C$'6"O(&&/*+!"
]$9d@*(6'"K,11*+!"$':"X$6-(,'"2$((*V"e>SRS"O&'',*"<&f1"<C&-&=+$QC6V



M A N H A T T A N  C H R I S T I A N  C O N N E C T I O N S

6! December  2010

Culture of Generosity: 
the Art of Giving
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Christians identify YHWH, the father of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, as the 
living creator of heaven and earth. We call him 
father because we know- that we know -that we 
know- he formed us out of dirt and gave us 
life. He spoke and all of creation came into 
being. Red rock, purple ocean, beating heart, 
the world was formed in his hands and 
painted with his brush. We know that our 
Lord is a creative being who draws us in by 
the masterful work of his imagination. We are 
created in his image and designed to 
experience his masterpieces like no other. 
Fluently, we take in the living art of God every 
time we breath (Isaiah 42:5,6). Which begs the 
question: In all of creation, what is GodÕs 

greatest work of art? The answer may come 
from knowing the ultimate expression of his 
being: God is love (1 John 4:16).  His work to 
redeem his creation as the direct result of his 
love for us is a vital clue. Love was, and is, 
and is to come, the center of his work,  his 
truth, and the saving art of his Son for us. The 
cruciÞxion of Christ, holy ßesh pierced by the 
sin of the world, together with ChristÕs perfect 
obedience even unto death, gives us insight to 
the art of giving that is GodÕs- personal sacriÞce 
is the ultimate expression of love. 

We at Manhattan Christian School take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who has 
expressed their love for the Lord through 
sacriÞcial giving to his mission in our 
hallways. We recognize the beautiful aroma of 
life-giving sacriÞce that has blessed us 
through your faithful gifts of time, talent, 
funds, and prayer. We lift up your personal 
outpourings- sacriÞces that have reached us, 
blessed us, and sustained the continued work 

of our school in the lives of GodÕs children.  

Provision and encouragement arrived in so 
many beautiful and unexpected ways. 
Children brought ßowers as gifts for their 
teachers. Farmers shared the bounty of their 
Þelds with faculty and staff. Women met 
faithfully every week to intercede for us in 
prayer. Churches and their members 
sponsored the academic careers of students 
with tuition.  Anonymous donations funded 
educational tools, new technology, and better 
student services. A designated contribution 
allowed us to fund PowerSchool. SmartBoards 
were generously given to our computer lab 
and resource room. Funds  were donated to 
help our library move its resources online and 
create a computerized catalogue. One family 
designated money for teachers and staff to use 
at their own discretion for technology projects 
in their classrooms or departments. A grant 
was received to put sinks into classrooms at 
the ELC. Families and friends helped reduce 
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the debt on our Memorial Event Center. 
People graciously responded to our annual 
campaign. Still others honored loved ones 
with memorial gifts to the MCS Foundation. 
Families and friends supported our school by 
making their everyday purchases through 
SCRIP, or by collecting  boxtops, and soup 
labels. In a stunning grant, one foundation is 
providing funds for a new phone system, 
video surveillance security, new IT 
infrastructure, and other state of the art media 
to lay the groundwork for broader educational 
technology at MCS.

 How can we possibly express our gratitude 
for all that the Lord has provided through 
such generous giving?  We bring the sacriÞce 
of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord! We lift 
our hands in gratitude to the Holy One. We 
ask God to remember you and  bless your 
giving to the glory of his risen son!  

On Friday night, December 17,  our entire 
student body is coming together for a single 

Christmas concert of praise and celebration. 
Please come and receive their gift of gratitude- 
a love offering of rejoicing through music and 
song.   

Kelly Swanson, MCS art teacher,  and her 
students, will be giving handmade Christmas 
ornaments to each family that attends. 
Students have been carefully crafting and 
glazing clay snowßakes as a gesture of their 
thankfulness for you and all the MCS 
community. Each snowßake represents the 
reality that everyone is unique. We come 
together to form unique communities that the 
Lord Þlls with his timely purpose. Not one of 
us is here by chance. The Lord has gathered us 
together for such a time as this. God calls us to 
be his love toward others.

If you have not already given to the school, 
please pray and ask God how he might have 
you support his mission at MCS. We have not 
reached our goals for the Annual Campaign. 

Perhaps God would have you make a 
campaign contribution. Or perhaps he will stir 
your heart in a different way.  We humbly 
present the following Òwish listÓ of mounting 
needs  for your consideration either in part or 
whole:
¥200 new folding chairs ($10,000)
¥Ten new banquet tables ($2,000) 
¥Campus-wide locks and keyless entry doors 

to enhance security, monitor and regulate 
appropriate access ($15,000)

¥ 50 new computers, hard drives, monitors, 
and educational software ($50,000).

¥A digital Biology Microscope and software 
($975.00)

Thank you for your generous support. Your 
gifts come together to create a culture of 
generosity. May we remain anchored in the 
hope of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

May you have a Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year!
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Enhanced Reading 
Program: Dibels, 
Readwell, and RtI

!"#/0,1%)-#2,%31-4.5

MCS introduced DIBELS testing in 2004 as a 
way to evaluate the progression of reading 
skills among its elementary students. DIBELS 
testing measures critical literary skills, enables 
early identiÞcation of students at risk, and 
evaluates the effectiveness of our instruction. 

We are now adding two other pieces to our 
K-3rd grade reading program- READWELL, 
and Response to Intervention (RtI). 
READWELL was selected because it is a 
research-based reading program. Evidence 
shows that READWELL effectively enables 
students to master their reading skills. 
Response to Intervention (RtI)directly ties into 
our overall reading curriculum. RtI offers 

early intervention to prevent long-term 
academic failure. The program is 
comprehensive and includes: 
! Identifying areas where students struggle, 

using assessment tools, 
! Planning intervention using additional

materials; intervention takes  place in the 
classroom multiple times each week, and 

! Continuously monitoring progress of 
each student. 

We have already incorporated  new reading 
strategies in grades one and two, with plans to 
extend it to kindergarten next year.  

We are putting a greater emphasis on reading 
through DIBELS, in combination with 
READWELL,  and RtI because reading 
continues to be the single most important skill 
for every studentÕs success.  Studies show that 
75% of a studentÕs academic success is related 
to how well the student reads.

At Manhattan Christian we believe that every 
child is unique, having strengths and also 
areas in which they may struggle.  We are 

committed to providing opportunities for each 
child to reach their full potential.  Through our 
enhanced reading and intervention practices 
in the classroom we are able to better identify 
areas where students fall short of benchmarks 
that have been set for their age level.  

Based on individual assessments, planned 
intervention takes place in the classroom 
multiple times each week to assist students. 
Student progress is then monitored on an on-
going basis.  

DIBELS identiÞes both strengths and areas of 
weakness.  DIBELS is currently being 
administered three times a year to our K Ð 3 
students and we anticipate a future plan to 
follow students through the 5th grade.  Our 
RtI assessment and intervention team includes 
Jana Van Dam, Ann Lynn Alberda, Leah De 
Nooy, Jane VanDenBerg, Shirley Dyk and 
Eleanor DenHartigh.  This team has had 
special training this year and will have 
additional training in January, 2011, through 
their continuing education.  They meet 

M*$C"T*#&&6"+*$:,'="-&"C*+">':"=+$:*"9($11V
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regularly to discuss data and assess student 
progress. 

Another resource for our students is the 
Accelerated Reading Program at MCS that 
offers students and their families a vast array 
of books, reading comprehension testing, and 
the ability to keep up with scores online.

Enhanced Mathematics 
Assessment Program
MCS is also moving toward more strategic 
testing in mathematics. Our education 
committee is working on expanded student 
evaluation and services.  Students in grades 3, 
4, and 5 are already being evaluated through 
weekly computation-times-testing . We 
encourage parents to get involved by helping 
their student(s) practice their math skills at 
home. Ask your teacher to identify which ares 
your student needs more help. Flash cards 
work well, and many websites use 
educational technology to teach  math through 
games and other fun programs.   

CurriculumTrak
On Thursday and Friday, October 21st and 
22nd , 2010, teachers spent some of their 
inservice time updating their curriculum 
maps on CurriculumTrak, a web-based 
program. The program was Þrst introduced in 
August. ! It enables individual teachers to 
evaluate and review their curriculum through 
an interactive format. !The program is 
customizable and allows each teacher at 
Manhattan Christian to upload word 
document Þles, PowerPoints, scanned images, 
and much more to the schoolÕs archived 
curriculum. ! While each teacher edits his or 
her curriculum, the entire schoolÕs curriculum 
is stored in one place, viewable on the web by 
any teacher.!This allows the school to look for 
possible gaps as well as overlaps in learning. 

CurriculumTrak analyzes concepts and skills 
taught to our students across all grade levels 
and subject areas. One unique feature gives 
teachers the opportunity to see what other 
Christian schools are doing across the United 
States and Canada.! 

CurriculumTrak is a product of Faith 
Websites, which serves churches, Christian 
schools and other ministry-based 
organizations with affordable, user-friendly 
content management systems.

Essential Questions
A key to our curriculum mapping program is 
the intentional development of essential 
questions to use with our teaching. Essential 
questions may be thought of as thought 
provoking questions that stretch a studentÕs 
awareness and understanding of how faith 
integrates with their continuing education. 
Here are some examples:
! HS science:  ÒHow does the organized 
structure of all living things point to the 
existence of a Creator?Ó Bree Leep
! Elementary language arts:   ÒWhy is it 
important for us to always do our best?Ó 
(I Cor. 10:31) Laura Blanksma
! MS social studies:  ÒWhy does God call me as 
a Christian to be an educated citizen of my 
country.Ó Marylou Systsma
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Churchill 
Custom 
Framing

"#$%&'()*%+,'(-'.

/01234325563

Jeff 406-570-4605
Tina 406-570-8452

cinder92@msn.com

Jeff & Tina Ekola
Owners
196 North Star lane
Bozeman, MT 59718

EkolaÕs Carpet Service    
Sales and installations of carpet, tile, vinyl, & wood

                           ÒWe cover you with quality.Ó  

Gary Dykman
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Ann Snowberger
Executive Director

Holy Cow!
Food Relief Ministry

Serving SW Montana
HolyCowMontana.com

406-285-1269

Kamerman 
Kennels

"Where your dog can play 
while youÕre away!"

Please call 
Lori Kamerman 

406-282-7063

!"#$%&'())%$)*

+,,(-.$/&$(0&
)123($1)4
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Joyce Walhof

282-7546

!"# wa$r

%esig&
' us( m Screen Prin" ng,

) ransfers, Embroidery,

* inyl Le+ering, &

! chool Spirit Products!

%an Alberda Õ87
(406)322-4144

325 E. 1st Ave. N .
' olumbus, MT  59019

MARKET
PLACE

:;:<=

Former teacher, 
with 10 years 
experience in 

teaching & aid services, 
is available 

for tutoring students 
K - 7, 

$10/hr.

Please call 
Giselle VanDerLaan

at 282-6061



M A N H A T T A N  C H R I S T I A N  C O N N E C T I O N S

December  2010! 11

Contact
9,&1,<,&'=1-7*2,&'!31::/
4000(789':8$##(;+
<*%8*=*%>(<?(((@A5/B
?,#,C8&%,D((/0123432531B
E*FD(/0123432550B
GGGH<*%8*=*%78'$IJ*%H&'K
>/%,&:-'?%&@,-281>(L9C,'$%M,%+,%M>(N'$%:$C*#(O2@>(
-+P$II$&%I
@%/%&'>55%/A,5B>(<+,'9,Q$(!"E;R>
=1-7*"C'07"317*:&>([$+(6"M*$+','="?*'-*+"T,+*9-&+
D7//'0C%-*>(G*9C'&(&=6"T,+*9-&+(
E7F'+/7AA%5,>(8-C(*%9"T,+*9-&+!"M,J+$+6".9,*'9*"T,+*9-&+
97A%'GH%&%//>(A@,:$'9*"?&@'1*(&+

Connections
0&&'9I'!&:)6%-8%-J'[:,-&+!
?&//@',9$%&'1"$':")$+H*%'="T,+*9-&+
[/$,(B"?&''*9%&'1i)$'C$f$'?C+,1%$'V&+=

!"#$%#$&"'&()*%'+,-#.&/%0)1-#%&2"'&30#40'5&6788&
-,,4%9&&/%:%;<%'&8=>&6787

Q*%M(*%(,#,:M'&%$:(:&CRS("+$J&%I(&T(?&''*9%&'1(*',(
*U*$#*V#,(&%#$%,(*M(&9'(G,VI$M,W

School Directory
?8,(I:8&&#(+$',:M&'R(8*I(V,,%(+$IM'$V9M,+((
M&(T*P$#$,I(*M(<7LH(XT(R&9(*',(*(C*',%MY
K9*'+$*%(&T(*(IM9+,%M(*M(<7L>(*%+(R&9(+$+(
%&M(',:,$U,(R&9'(+$',:M&'R>(C#,*I,(:&%M*:M(
Z9%,($%(M8,(&[:,H(XT(R&9(G*%M(*%(,FM'*(
:&CR>(M8,R(P*R(V,(C9':8*I,+(T&'(\BH00
N#,*I,(*#I&(%&M,(M8,I,(:&'',:J&%ID
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MANHATTAN CHRISTIAN
HONOR ROLL

FIRST QUARTERÑ2010-2011

!"#$%&'()*+
Adams, Emma
Ayers, Kyli
Ekola, Aryanna
Johns, Alina
Judson, Hannah
Kamerman, Hannah
Kimm, Rose Marie
Leep, Dylan

!+,+-$%&'()*+&
Benson, Lindsay
Blanksma, Kevin 
Foreman, Eryn
Kamps, Megan
Potts, Gina
Van Dyken, Ashlyn 
Veltkamp, Codey
Visser,Cassidy
Young, Luke

."/%$%&'()*+&
Ayers, Sydni
Feddes, Shaelynn, 
Kleinsasser, Olivia 
Van Dyken, Conner

0(+1%2)-
Busch, Kyle
DeJong, Gavin
Evans, Wyatt
Goldhahn, Cody
Heidema, Keith
March, Colton
McLaughlin, Madison
Nickisch, Dylan
Swanson, Amanda
Triemstra, Johannah
VanDyken, Brady

!34%323(+1
Armstrong, Elizabeth
Ban, Fuyuki
Foreman, Luke
Johns, Emily
Kleinsasser,  Eliza
Lee, Kyu Lim* " "
Lucht, Daniel
Mack, Kyle
Ovenell, Julie
Sutton, Jonathan
VanDyke, Shelby
Visser, Jacquelyn

56-"3(1
Blanksma, Dillon
Bloomer, Bethany
Braaksma, Allyson
ChausseÕ, Daniel
Cok, Kelsey
Dyksterhouse, Skyler

Evans, Nicholas
Feddes, Melissa
Fisher, Elaina
Halle, Kaytlin
Lambrecht, Adlen
Lee, Gyu Hee
Myers, Matthew*
Ovenell, Ryan
Pierce, Jackson
Schmull, Jan
Smit, Kathryn
Triemstra, Bethany
VanDyk, Chelsea
VanDyken, Austin
Visser, Amber*
Vu, Tony

!+-"3(1
Alberda, Whitney
Christoffels, Nathan
Dykstra, Nicole
Feddes, Taylor
Fountaine, Carlee
Kamerman, Rebecca
Lucht, John
March, Kelsey*
Neuhaus, Lucas
Van Dyke, Brittnee
VanEps, Shelby
Woods, Misty

KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK
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   Connections! December 2010

Calendar Highlights

News Highlights
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December
12    Bethel CRC, Manhattan CRC, & MCS Christmas   
        Celebration, in the Memorial Event Center at 6 pm

17    MCS All School Christmas Concert & Destination 
        Imagination BeneÞt Bake Sale, 7 pm

20-31  Christmas Break

January
7    Geography Bee, 8:30 am

, ay you have a Merry  Christmas &  a Blessed New Year!

Manhattan Christian School
8000 Churchill Rd
Manhattan, Montana 59741

Address Service Requested
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