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Wreaths
In early December an anonymous friend 

gifted ten live Christmas wreaths to our staff. 
Names were randomly drawn and the 
following individuals received beautiful, red-
ribboned, sweetly circled, balsam boughs: 
Anna Lynn Alberda, Shannon Foster, Mary 
Lou Sytsma, Chris Straatman, Jana Van Dam, 
Jean Selles, Liz Flikkema, Vonnie Kimm, John 
Quirk, and Jill Ayers. 

Wreaths werenÕt the only gifts of 
appreciation that arrived in our ofÞce or made 
their way into our classrooms. Hand baked 
goods, heart written notes, and thoughtful 
blessings poured into our school  from 
grateful parents, students, community 
members, and staff members alike. Gift after 
gift, greeting after greeting, grace after grace, 
the sweet aroma of Christ arrived in packages, 
baskets, and envelopes. Presents, meant to 
convey the true meaning of sacriÞce, love, 
came wrapped in decorated paper and 

humbly testiÞed to GodÕs living presence in 
our midst. From the smallest drawing to the 
biggest hug, it would not be misleading to say 
that this Christmas we witnessed and 
experienced thank offerings to the Lord that 
spilled over in their fullness and blessed his 
people. The fullness of GodÕs love is 
impossible to grasp. Abundance falls short of 
describing the whole of his grace, deity, 

dwelling, richness, majesty, or glory.  Yet 
somehow, we become benefactors of loveÕs 
mysterious overßow. We become benefactors 
of a greater story, a greater purpose, a greater 
gift. 

ÒAnd now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love.Ó I Corinthians 
13:13, NRSV  

Faith and hope and love. Are these not 
blessings that God gives to his beloved? Are 
these not wreaths that he places on our heads?  
Are these not the gift-crowns that encircle our 
brows? Did Christ not wear a crown of thorns 
so that we might bear something softer?  
Someday, when the fullness of time comes, 
when time crests and folds over into itself, 
when eternity emerges as a measure of place 
instead of passage, will we not fall on our 
knees and rest our faith and hope at ChristÕs 
feet? What sweetly circled crown will remain 
when we come face to face with love?

The administration, faculty, and staff at 
Manhattan Christian thank everyone who 
gave to us out of their love for Christ. May 
GodÕs favor be your crown.
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Connections
ÒDo not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not 
yours, but GodÕs.Ó 2 Chronicles 20:15
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Student News
Congratulations to MCS all school 

Geography Bee winners (pictured above L-R): 
Karsen Kredit , 7th grade (Third place), Adam 
Flikkema , 8th grade (First place), and Ryan 
Busch, 4th grade (Second place).

Congratulations to our class Geography 
Bee winners and alternates! 

8th Grade: Dylan Nickisch and Adam 
Flikkema . Alternates: Amanda Swanson and 
Michelle Simpson

7th Grade: Mary Young and Karsen Kredit. 
Alternates: Conner VanDyken and Austin 
Reuter.

6th Grade: Hunter Kamerman and Kevin 
Blanksma  Alternates: Lindsay Benson and 
Megan Kamps.

5th Grade: Dylan Leep and Ryan Luth 
Alternates: Kyli Ayers and Kellan Stevenson

4th Grade: Ryan Busch and Ben Smit  
Alternates: Turner Diemert and Chelsea 
Kukulski

Staff Focus
Six years ago, when Kelly SwansonÕs 

daughter Amanda became involved in 4-H 
Clever Clovers, Kelly became a project leader 
for 4-H developing arts and crafts programs 
for elementary and middle school students. 
ÒItÕs good to be involved in our broader 
community,Ó she explains. ÒCommunity is 
about building relationships, getting to know 
other people. I believe that your gifts plus 
someone elseÕs gifts is community.Ó

Manhattan Christian supports KellyÕs 4-H 
work by  allowing her to use the art room as a 
studio and meeting space to develop 
community art projects. This is the Þrst year 
that 4-H has provided a program book for arts 
and crafts. Previously, Kelly developed her 
own projects for drawing, painting, glass 
work, and pottery. 

Kelly encourages everyone to think about 
how they can engage themselves in their 
greater community. She has experienced many 
rewarding, unexpected returns. ÒCommunity 
service projects create a great opportunity to 
work with people of all ages, young and old. 
We once did a food drive to help seniors. I will 
never forget the hug that one of the ladies 
gave me. She was so grateful. Her hug was 
such an unexpected reward. It was amazing.Ó

Kelly believes that being community 
minded is mandatory for the Christian, ÒItÕs 
not what we say, itÕs what we do. Leadership 
opportunities take on a deeper meaning when 
we recognize that we are role models through 
the grace of God.Ó 

Kelly is not only a teacher and mentor, 
but she believes in being a student too. SheÕs 
an active learner who has sought out 
leadership training and technical classes to 
develop new skills. This past summer she 
attended digital photography classes to 
prepare her for work as our yearbook advisor. 
She Þrmly believes, ÒIf you arenÕt learning 
something new, youÕre dead.Ó 

School News
MCS took delivery of a new 71 passenger 

Bluebird school bus in December. ÒOur new 
bus is much safer,Ó says Manhattan route 
driver Mrs. Dori Clark, ÒThe mirrors are 
better, it has more exits, and its red and yellow

lights are much brighter. It has an added roof 
strobe making it easier to see by other 
vehicles.Ó Mrs. Clark appreciates our new bus. 
She drives about 45 miles each day picking up 
22 students. ÒMy old bus broke down all the  
time. It was so unreliable, sometimes we 
needed three buses just to keep my route 
open.Ó 

MCS operates Þve bus routes with a ßeet 
of seven buses. ÒThe kids on my route are 
thrilled to have this bus. I donÕt know how 
many times we got stuck on the road last 
year.Ó Dori adds, ÒThis bus is so much safer 
on the road, it handles so well in the snow, 
and we have heat!Ó 
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Board Update
Don Visser  opened the Þrst Board 

meeting of the New Year by reminding its 
members that ÒWhatever we say and 
whatever we do affects peopleÓ.! He read from 
John 15 where Jesus challenges us to remain in 
Him: ÒIf you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it 
will be given you.Ó (vs. 7)!  In other words, 
God is calling us to stay close to Him and He 
will help us do the rest. 

Praise was expressed for Campaign 
Funds that have reached $155,000 in cash, plus 
pledges of over $7,000.!

Board members reviewed the Annual 
Report  for 2008-2009 as well as the IRS 990 tax 
form for 2009.

!
Carly Bellach  presented a Þnancial report 

from Friends. ! The FriendÕs treasurer reports 
on a quarterly basis to the Board and funds 
are transferred to the school at the request of 
the Board's Operations Committee. 

Foundation Report
During 2009 MCS Foundation received:
3 Cash Donations ! ! ! ! ! ! ! $1,850 
7 Annuities !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! $68,900
1 Educational CRT!!!!!!!!!! $60,630
71 Memorials!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! $4,485!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
A total of $135,865

MCSÕs Foundation has a clear mission to 
lower tuition for all families. Your gifts make 
Christian Education possible for everyone. 
You can give annual cash contributions, a 
bequest in your will, a memorial gift, stocks, 
bonds, securities, real estate, or an interest in 
real estate, life insurance proceeds, antiques, 
automobiles, or anything having determinable 
value. Contact Don Vaniman, Manhattan 
Christian School Foundation, to learn more 
about how you can make a difference in the 
lives of children and families committed to 
Christian Education. 406-587-4250 or 
don@donvaniman.com

Wish List
Please call for details if you are interested 

in giving any of these items to the school. Call 
Eleanor Den Hartigh  at 406-282-7161.!

¥ Three point sand/seed spreader Ðuseful 
throughout the school year.! $1,000

¥ Industrial Vacuum Ðused for hallways. $3,500
¥ Smart Board for Computer Classroom.

$1,200!
¥ CD Projectors Ð classroom use (need two, could 

use four). $750
¥ Computers for Administration.  $800

Destination 
Imagination

Our Destination Imagination team would 
like to thank everyone who supported them 
by purchasing baked goods at the December 
beneÞt bake sale. You helped raise $1,500.00 
for the team! This money will be used to help 
offset team travel and shipping expenses for 
upcoming competitions. 

A huge thank you is extended to Melissa 
Kamp, and Rick and Becky Luth , who 
worked hard to create and donate gingerbread 
and candy houses for the silent auction. They 
were spectacular! THANK YOU!

ÒFear NotÓ
!"#$%&'()*#+&(#,'*-./

Each New Year people make resolutions 
regarding how they will live in the coming 
year. Sometimes these resolutions involve 
putting into practice new habits such as, ÒI 
will begin to exercise regularly,Ó or ÒI will 
stop smoking cigarettes.Ó! !

IÕm wondering if you made any 
resolutions this year?! I have in the past, but 
not this year.! Maybe IÕm just getting old, or 
possibly I realize that my resolve doesnÕt 
always last all that long. ! What I have decided 
is that I need to trust God more.! I need to 
trust him more when it comes to my family, 
especially my children and grandchildren. I 
need to trust God more as I look at my 
country and the economic situation that we 
face. And speciÞcally, I need to trust God 
more with regards to Manhattan Christian 
School.!

In a recent book I read called Fearless, I 
learned that the most frequent command in all 
of Scripture is ÒFear not.Ó  As Fearless author 
Max Lucado points out, ÒGod is calling us to 
courage.Ó! So while we face many 
uncertainties at MCS, particularly as we look 
at enrollment numbers, the ability of our 
families to pay tuition, and our need for extra 
funds to Þll in the gaps where tuition income 
falls short, the message Fear Not from 
scripture remains encouraging and and clear.! 
One particularly telling verse from the Old 
Testament has this to say to us in the new 
decade:!

Do not be afraid or discouraged because of 
this vast army.

For the battle is not yours, but GodÕs.
!!!!!!!!!! 2 Chronicles 20:15

We may not be facing a literal army at 
this time, but I think we have all experienced 
something that seems ÒvastÓ and uncertain. 

As a school, we look ahead with the 
conÞdence that comes when we truly put 
ourselves in GodÕs hands, trusting Him for 
the future, because He holds us in His hands!! 
And paraphrasing this same passage from 2 
Chronicles:

O Manhattan Christian.
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.

Go out to face . . .! tomorrow,
and the Lord will be with you. AS#T"U*A*6&H"*H(3%H(*H#>'6"B"*;-B(*'";/*-./-4"*S)*
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Pep Band
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One, two, one, two, three, four!! Here we 
go!! ItÕs tournaments again, and for many of 
us who arenÕt playing out on the court, this 
means one thing:  Pep band.! 

Pep band players have many jobs at 
tournaments. We get to be court-side, 
supporting each team, screaming, shouting, 
and cheering our hearts out! We often get light 
headed and make our lips numb while 
playing our favorite songs during warm ups 
and in between matches. We are also there to 
lend moral support when things start to get 
tough.! 

This fall, the pep band took a bus all the 
way to Forsyth to support the womenÕs 
volleyball team at their divisional playoffs. ! 
After a long drive to our hotel in Miles City, 

we made another half-hour drive to Forsyth 
High School for the Þrst game.! Mr. Sutton and 
Mrs. Kemp, our chaperones, and fearless 
leaders, herded all thirty or so of us off the bus 
and into the gym. ! Everybody was giddy with 
excitement for what we hoped would be a 
great game.!We hurried to put our instruments 
together.! 

When our volleyball team came out for 
warm-ups, we began by playing ÒFinal 
Countdown,Ó our traditional opening song for 
all  MCS sports matches.! Going back and 
forth from playing and cheering, everyone put 
one hundred and ten percent into supporting 
our team! 

A few times, a fan from another team 
came over and complimented us on how 
enthusiastic we were. Although some might 
have to chuckle at this, we all know that we 
love our team, and thatÕs why we play.! Even 
when the going gets tough, our teams can 

count on us to be there. Come join us in 
supporting the Eagles during our upcoming 
basketball season!

-----------------------

Parent Danita Kemp writes:  ÒI loved 
chaperoning the pep band to Forsyth... Our 
students followed instructions, were responsible, 
and were just such a pleasure. After dinner at a sit-
down restaurant in Miles City, a man came up to 
George, Joe, and me and commented on how nice 
the kids acted at the restaurant. And the facilities 
representative at Forsyth High School visited with 
me about our Pep Band when her crew was 
cleaning up. She said that they brought so much 
life and excitement to their tournament, and that 
she wanted to keep them all there in Forsyth. I told 
her that wasnÕt going to happen! Our kids are 
fantastic! Ò
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-----------------------
ÒWeÕve got spirit, yes we do! WeÕve got 

spirit HOW ÔBOUT YOU??!!!!!Ó Have you ever 
participated in a shouting contest against the 
MCS pep band? Even with cheer gear, whacky 
shirts, and loud voices, itÕs pretty hard to out-
shout the chants they volley across the gym! 
This season is going to be no different. Plan to 

join these fun and entertaining students in 
support of our our teams. 

Our Booster Club runs a mean concession 
loaded with burgers, snacks, drinks, and 
candy. Better load up on cheer gear! Pick up 
an Eagles booster clothing order form in the 
ofÞce or at one of our home games. TheyÕre 

featuring great new styles this year of polo 
shirts, jackets, vests, sweatpants, sweatshirts, 
tee-shirts, and hats. Have questions? Call 
Kelley Halle at 406-581-3144.

For game schedules, see our Connections 
calendar or our athletic calendar on the web! 
Come out and support the Eagles! 
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Buddy Chapel
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ÒMikaya, 3rd grade,Ó that was all my 
buddy notecard read. Our teachers had made 
us partners in a new mentoring program that 
pairs older students with younger ones and 
invites them to worship together in Buddy 
Chapel. At Þrst, I wasnÕt sure how to 
pronounce her name. I soon learned it sounds 
almost exactly like it is spelled: Mi-ky-a! When  
I went down to meet her, I found a bubbly 
girl, excited to tell me about her family, school, 
friends, and favorite things. 

Since I often lead singing in chapel, I 
asked Mikaya if she wanted to sing up front 
with us during Buddy Chapel. She said it 
sounded like fun, but when I came to get her 
on Friday, she was a little reluctant. Despite 
her nervousness, I persuaded her to join me 

with the other worship leaders and their 
buddies. We sang many of our favorite songs: 
ÒPharaoh, pharaoh!Ó, ÒDays of ElijahÓ, and 
ÒPeace like a RiverÓ.  Mikaya did a great job 
helping to lead singing and hand motions. She  
seemed to smile with both her mouth and 
eyes. 

From up front, we watched students from 
elementary, middle, and high school worship 
together with their buddies. Nearly everyone 
did the hand motions, even ÒcoolÓ high school 
kids, who donÕt usually participate, seemed to 
step into their new mentor role! Even though 
older students were supposed to mentor 
younger ones, it was obvious teaching went 
both ways. 

At the close of chapel, Mikaya and I sang 
until everyone left the gym. Then I gave 
Mikaya a piggy back ride to her classroom. 
She laughed the whole way!

Now when I see Mikaya in the hallways 
at at school, or at basketball games, she gives 
me a winning smile. It brings me incredible 

joy to have had even this small part in her 
beautiful life! I look forward to more buddy 
chapels where we will make new friends and 
praise our majestic God.    
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      -------------------------------------
In an effort to build a community of 

grace, MCS adopted the ÒBuddy ChapelÓ 
model that was introduced by Dakota 
Christian School, Platte, SD. 

The purpose of Buddy Chapel is to pair 
students together, from kindergarten to high 
school,  so that they can worship side by side 

and build community as children of the Lord. 
Buddies are assigned to encourage and 

pray for each other throughout the school 
year. Students are further encouraged to 
engage in an ongoing relationship through 
cards, and notes, and Òhigh-ÞvesÓ in the 
hallway. 

The Internal Programs Committee is 
working on special projects where buddies 
will read to each other and write something 
together. 

Our second Buddy chapel speaker was 
Duncan Hill, founder and director of the 
Uganda Orphans Fund, which is dedicated to 
the Òcare and shelter of Ugandan orphansÓ, 
most of whom Þnd themselves alone because 
ÒAIDS has taken the lives of their parents.Ó 

DuncanÕs testimony left a profound 
impression on the lives of our students. It is no 
small thing to hear the confession of a man 
who admits God reordered his material 
priorities to establish hope and refuge for the 
weak and marginalized. DuncanÕs efforts 

serve projects that support, educate, and 
empower orphans. It is estimated that nearly 
two million orphans exist in Uganda. To learn 
more about his mission, please visit 
www.ugandaorphans.com
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Goats for Uganda
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Each year our school selects a Christmas 
giving project. This year students chose to 
support the Uganda orphans at Kasozi Village 
by helping them buy goats. 180 of our 
students are pen pals with orphans in this 
village. 

Duncan Hill, founder and director of 
Uganda Orphans Fund, addressed our student 
body during Buddy Chapel on Friday, 
December 4, 2009. He explained that goats are 
an important source of food providing protein 
and milk for the orphans. He invited our 
students to consider donating funds that 
would be used to start a small herd for the 
orphanage.

Each class, K-12, had a goal of raising 

enough money to buy two goats, about $60, 
per grade level. The response of our students 
was staggering. Our children gave sacriÞcially 
and raised $3,981, enough for about 132 goats! 
The compassion of their hearts can only be 
explained by the reality that God pours out his 
spirit in his people to answer prayers and 
accomplish his will. 

Give ear, O!Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph 
like a ßock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might, and come to save us!  Restore us, 
O!God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

O!Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry 
with your peopleÕs prayers? You have fed them with the 
bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full 
measure. You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our 
enemies laugh among themselves. Restore us, O!God of 
hosts let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the 

nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it 
took deep root and Þlled the land. The mountains were 
covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its 
branches; it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots 
to the River. Why then have you broken down its walls, 
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? The 
boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the 
Þeld feed on it. 

Turn again, O!God of hosts; look down from heaven, 
and see; have regard for this vine, the stock that your 
right hand planted. They have burned it with Þre, they 
have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke of your 
countenance. But let your hand be upon the one at your 
right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself. 
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and 
we will call on your name. 

Restore us, O!Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, 
that we may be saved. Psalm 80, NRSV
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A Highway Fit for Our 
God

!"#,&%&(#$44&%:'4;!

ÒThunder in the desert! ÒPrepare for GODÕs  arrival! 
Make the road straight and smooth, a highway Þt for our 
GOD. Fill in the valleys, level off the hills, smooth out the 
ruts, clear out the rocks.! Then GODÕs bright glory will 
shine and everyone will see it. ! Yes. Just as GOD as 
said.Ó !Isaiah 40:3-5 , The Message

!!!!!!At a faculty devotional this week a 
colleague asked us, ÒWhat is the most 
frequent command in the Bible?Ó! She gave us 
a moment to ponder that question.! My mind 
immediately responded, ÒLoveÑitÕs got to be 
something about love.Ó! She shared with us 
that ÒloveÓ was her immediate response when 
the question was posed to her.! But that isnÕt 
it! ! The correct answer is that God commands 
individuals and groups to stop being afraid. 
Throughout the Christmas celebration we 

have heard those words as they came to 
Zechariah, to Joseph, to Mary, and to 
shepherds.! Throughout the Bible, both Old 
and New Testaments, we are told to not be 
afraid.

As I write in mid-December and think 
about what has been happening within our 
community, I sense that many need to hear 
these words of assurance:! ÒDo not be afraid!Ó! 

This week one of our families will have a 
funeral after an accidental death, and several 
families connected to our community are also 
grieving recent loss.! Several people are 
dealing with a diagnosis of cancer and the 
surgery or treatment recommended by doctors 
to deal with it. Several others are recuperating 
from injury caused by accidents.! Long-term 
illness is affecting some, along with the 
unknowns that poses for family and Þnances 
and future. ! Some farmers have had the 
heartbreak of leaving crops in the Þeld while 
others cope with daunting price challenges.!! 
Recession and unemployment are causing 
personal and family challenges for many. ! We 

desperately need to take in the message, ÒDo 
not be afraid!Ó

Isaiah 40 is connected to John the 
BaptistÕs ministry in the Gospels, as well as to 
an ancient Near East custom of sending 
representation to prepare the way for the visit 
of a monarch. Christmas has been a 
celebration of the Gift of all Gifts.! But the Gift 
didnÕt stay in the manger.! Thirty years later, 
he came to teach and to serve. He went to the 
cross, our sacriÞce, and rose again, our victory.! 
He left us the Spirit to convict us about sin, 
righteousness, and judgment (Jn.16:8-11). 

As we anticipate the challenges of 2010, is 
our road Þt for the king?  Have we Þlled in the 
valleys?!Have we leveled the high places? Have we 
smoothed out the ruts and cleared out the rocks?! 
These are questions that come to us as 
individuals and as a community. ! The joy and 
assurance we have from GodÕs command, ÒDo 
not be afraid!Ó helps us to make a highway Þt 
for our Lord.! May his grace guide, empower, 
and bless us as we meet the challenges that lie 
ahead. !
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Calendar
School Events
Sports Events
Lunch Menu

You're invited to eat with your child or special friend! Contact 
Brenda Flikkema today!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

January 11

Mt Ellis- VG/CB -4PM

12

@Belgrade 
BOYS-4/5:30/7

13 14 15
Bozeman Fr  Boys 
C  4PM
Belgrade  GIRLS  
5:30/7

16
@ Gardiner   
CG/JVG/JVB/VG/
VB 1/2:30/4/5:30/7
Heritage    CG/
JVB  4/5:30PM

17 18 19 20
Final Exams

21
Final Exams

Three Forks    
GIRLS  5:30/7  

22
Exams/ End Quarter
1/2 Day
@ Three Forks   
BOYS   4/5:30/7

23

Townsend     
C/JV/BV/GV       
3/4:30/6/7:30

24 25
Lone Peak    
C Boys  4pm

26 27 28 29
@ Columbus    
C/JV/BV/GV 
3/4:30/6/7:30

30
@ Whitehall    JV/BV/
GV  3/4:30/6/7:30

31 1 February
Helena Home 
School  CG/
JVB  5:30/7

2 3 4
@Manhattan   GIRLS  
5/6:30

5
NO SCHOOL
Teacher Work Day
@ Boulder    
C/JV/GV/BV 
3/4:30/6/7:30

6
Manhattan    BOYS 
(JV/V) 5:30/7

Hamburger Chili

MeatballsHamFrench DipEnchiladas

Pocket BurgersSub SandwichPancakes

Corn Dogs Pizza Casserole Soup/Grill Cheese Hot Dogs No Breakfast

MARKET   
                PLACE
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Employment
Churchill 

Retirement Home, Inc.

is accepting resumes 
for the Administrator 

position.

The position will be 
available January 2010.

For further information, 
please call the ofÞce: 

406-282-7233

Jeff 406-570-4605
Tina 406-570-8452

cinder92@msn.com

Jeff & Tina Ekola
Owners
196 North Star lane
Bozeman, MT 59718

EkolaÕs Carpet Service    
Sales and installations of carpet, tile, vinyl, & wood

                           ÒWe cover you with quality.Ó  

Take advantage of this special beneÞt 
to Manhattan Christian School! 

Through the month of January, EkolaÕs 
Carpet Service and Bridger Tile will give 
3% of all materials purchased to MCS!

French Toast Sticks Tacos Turkey Chicken Patty Pizza
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Scrip Spotlight ÒWeÕre dedicated to cutting your tuition costs!Ó
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In 1993, Michael and Heidi Dougherty 
decided to publish Explore Magazine, a tourist 
and visitor guide.  Instead of selling 
traditional advertising space to merchants, 
Michael came up with a unique trading 
system. He sold gift certiÞcates to the public 
for his customerÕs merchandise. As people 
redeemed their gift cards for services and 
merchandise, merchants would send the cards 
back to Explore Magazine as payment against 
their ad space.  Many MCS families may 
remember purchasing these certiÞcates, 
known as Montana Gold, through SCRIP.

Five years later, Michael and Heidi sold 
Explore Magazine and Montana Gold gift cards. 
The new owners decided to keep the 
magazine going, but opted to eliminate the 
gift certiÞcates.  

After being greatly missed, the 
Doughertys launched another publication, this 
time with a new and improved certiÞcate 
program.  Their beautiful publication, The 
Ultimate Montana Atlas and Travel Encyclopedia, 
features a plethora of information for tourists, 

visitors, and new residents. The guide 
highlights businesses from Ennis to Red 
Lodge, offers both city and highway maps, 
and showcases area attractions.  Instead of 
selling gift certiÞcates good at individual 
merchant locations, their new advertising 
program offers certiÞcates that are good at a 
variety of stores and service locations.  Their 
new gift cards are redeemable at over 35 
businesses with more coming soon!

Michael believes his gift card program 
creates a Òwin winÓ situation. He further 
explains how purchasing his cards through 
SCRIP creates a perfect opportunity for MCS 
families to save money, beneÞt the school, and 
enjoy the convenience of gift cards that can be 
used at many places. Merchants get great 
exposure by advertising in his widely 
distributed publication. They gladly trade 
services and products rather than pay 
advertising fees.  Merchants appreciate new 
customers and the way that the gift certiÞcates 
expand their business.  Area residents 
positively associate the merchant as a 
supporter of local programs, organizations, 
and schools. Consumers have the convenience 
of using one card between many places!

Michael has big plans for their gift 
certiÞcate program. He wants to include over 

300 merchants and expand gift cards to a  
greater selection of  services (e.g. for use at 
hair salons, carpet cleaning businesses, and 
with health care professionals). He plans to 
add businesses that carry larger purchase 
items- like furniture stores. His also looks to 
expand his territory from the Flathead Valley 
to Wyoming.  Michael is service oriented and 
values feedback from his clients.  

Manhattan Christian appreciates the 
support of the ÒRocky Mountain GoldÓ 
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Calendar Highlights

News Highlights
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JANUARY
20, 21,22     Exams
22                End of Quarter, Half-Day, No Breakfast

FEBRUARY
5                  NO SCHOOL, Teacher Work Day"

Manhattan Christian School
8000 Churchill Rd
Manhattan, Montana 59741

Address Service Requested


