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Comedy
Humor and mayhem ensue when this 

cast of characters come together to present The 
Ever After, by Nathan Hartswick, produced in 
cooperation with Pioneer Drama.

Some of our favorite fairy tale characters, 
20 years into their "happily ever afters,"!come 
together on a popular talk show. With the help 
of some very funny studio audience members, 
the characters end up taking a hard look at 
themselves. When Cinderella encounters her 
two ugly stepsisters, they learn the value of 
honesty in a most peculiar way.!! Snow White 
is reunited with the Evil Queen, and well...we 
can't tell you the outcome there!!! A special 
appearance by another beloved fairy tale 
character, turned "therapist,"! and an 
encounter with the ever-famous (or in this 
case, infamous) trash-talking mirror, result in 
a talk show spoof that will have you in 
stitches.!Many more surprises will make this a  
show to remember!!! A delight for the whole 
family...and for "kids" of all ages!!! 

“Drama's been a passion of mine for as 
long as I can remember,” says Lori Myers, 
director and MCS parent. !“As a child, my 

friends and I would write plays and stage 
productions, much like the sisters in Little 
Women.  I dreamed of one day starring on 
Broadway.!!Though I never made it to 
Broadway,!theater remained a huge part of my 
life throughout high school, college, and then 
in various community theaters. Like any other 
talent, or gift the Lord bestows upon a person, 
He eventually begins to help one realize the 
purpose of that gift.! In my case, God revealed 

that I could combine my love for teaching and 
theater, and help others realize their gifts. 
That’s how I came to be involved with drama 
at MCS. Acting is a remarkable creative 
storytelling outlet. It helps you realize 
different aspects of who you are; it allows you 
to become whomever or whatever you wish.!! 
It's a truly amazing feeling to move others to 
feel what you are trying to convey... to make 
them laugh... or cry... to entertain!!! The 
students here are incredibly talented, 
committed, and fun.”!  ! !

Cast/Crew members include: Jonathon Kimm, 
Ari Crawford; Ryan Ovenell; Matt Myers; John 
Sutton; Allyson Braaksma; Bethany Bloomer; Julie 
Ovenell; Kasondra Gelder; Anna Orchard; Jenna 
Orchard; Melissa Feddes; Jacquelyn Visser; Jaynee 
VanDyke; Chelesea VanDyk; Josh Rider; Amber 
Visser; Jessica DeJong

Performances
Friday, May 14th @ 7:00 pm (Dessert 

following the performance)

Saturday May 15th - Dinner Theater 
(Catered by Carino's Italian Grill) Dinner @ 6:00 
pm; Show to follow at 7:00 pm (Tickets available 
for show only for those who do not wish to 
purchase Dinner Theater tickets).
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Connections
“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into 
his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 
2 Corinthians 3:18    
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Student News
2010 District Music Festival 
Results for MCS

Superior Ratings:
Zangkoor Sextet: Carlee Fountaine, Jonathan 
Sutton, Shelby Van Eps, Elizabeth 
Armstrong, Matt Myers, /Daniel Chausse’
Vocal Trio : Jon Chausse’/ Ari Crawford/ Ben 
Sonnenberg
Piano Solo: Jonathan Sutton
Vocal Duet: Jon Chausse’ /Daniel Chausse’
Snare Drum Solo: Matt Myers
Vocal Trio: Cheryl Bos/ Morgan McKay/ 
Hannah Sutton
Trombone Solo: Jonathan Sutton
Vocal Duet: Carlee Fountaine /Shelby Van 
Eps
MCS Jazz Band
Vocal Duet: Matt Myers/Jonathan Sutton
Trombone Duet: Hannah Sutton/ Jonathan 
Sutton
Vocal Solo: Jonathan Sutton
Vocal Duet: Jon Chausse’ /Ben Sonnenberg
MCS Concert Choir “Prepared Music” (One 
judge rated group with a perfect score!)
MCS Concert Choir “Sight-Reading”
MCS Concert Band “Sight-Reading”

Excellent Ratings:
MCS Concert Band “Prepared Music”
Piano Solo: Daniel Chausse’
Piano Solo: Melissa Feddes
Piano Duet: Kathryn Smit /Allyson Braaksma

Hall of Fame
At the end of each quarter, our high 

school faculty selects four students who have 
demonstrated academic achievement, strong 
effort, respect for others, an improved GPA, 
and/or positive behavior.  These students are 
recognized by having their picture displayed 
in the hallway. They each receive an eagle pin, 
a congratulatory letter, and their name placed 
in a drawing for a $100 savings bond at the 
end of the school year. 

Third quarter Hall of Fame winners are  
(L-R above): Justin Ovenell, Nathaniel Johns, 
and Adlen Lambrecht. Not pictured: 
Matthew Myers. 

Staff News

Shirley Dyk, Teacher of the Year
34'56%,&0-'7%&'8,-9:;

Thursday, April 8, 2010, was a very 
special day in the life of Shirley Dyk.! She was 
in Missoula attending the Montana Council 
for Exceptional Children (MCEC)  and that 
afternoon she received its Teacher of the Year 
Award.! 

This award is given to an outstanding 
member of the profession “for work that 
reflects significant educational success for 
students, continued professional 
development, and the highest standards of 
educational quality.”!I’m sure many of you are 
aware that Shirley Dyk is the head of our 
Resource Department.!You may not know, 
however, that Shirley has a long history at 
MCS.! In 1985, she was asked to consider 
providing help to students with special needs, 
beginning a career here that has spanned 25 
years, and impacting hundreds of students 
throughout the years.! !

Shirley received her undergraduate 
degree from Winthrop College in South 
Carolina. During that time, she met Doug Dyk 
who was in the Navy.! They were married and 
Shirley went on to get a Masters’ Degree in 
Special Education from the University of 
Wyoming. From there, God directed Doug 
and Shirley’s path! back to the Gallatin Valley.!

If you have never met Shirley, you need 
to know that she is an incredibly energetic, 
committed and caring person.! As one parent 
of a special needs student wrote, “She has 
created a room of warmth and acceptance in 
her little corner of Manhattan Christian.! No 
one is ever turned away. Every student is in a 
better place after Shirley has worked with 
them.”

Student Teacher

Thank you from Bradley Dahl!

I want to say thank you to Mrs. Swanson, 
and the MCS School body, for giving me the 
opportunity to intern!with the art department!

This has been a wonderful experience that 
I’ll never forget!! I can’t express enough how 
encouraging it was to be placed into a 
Christian school and have the freedom to talk 
about God.! When I was placed here I was 
warned that I would probably have to pray 
and take part in chapel. In my mind I couldn’t 
have asked for anything better.! 

Don’t take this for granted, use this!time 
to learn and grow.! This opportunity isn’t 
available to everyone. I also want to leave you 
with my favorite passage from the Bible and 
pass it on to the students and staff! It’s found 
in Jeremiah 29:11.! 

“For I know the plans I have for you," 
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”! 

I’m not quite sure what God’s plans are 
for me, but I realize that there is a plan for my 
life.  Please keep!my wife and me!in your 
prayers, that God would clearly lead us.  May 
God use us to his full advantage!!
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Board Update
Sherwin Leep opened our meeting by reading 
a devotional by John MacArthur, “Your Faith 
for Future Generations,” and reading 
scripture from Hebrews 11. We were 
reminded that our faith influences the next 
generation.! Sherwin expressed thanks for 
our heritage of faith and opened in prayer.!

The Board:

• Interviewed applicants for the 
Christian Leadership Award.

• Received and reviewed the report 
from our auditor.

• Approved the purchase of new CSI 
Bible curriculum for P-5.

• Approved a change to the 
transportation schedule to 
accommodate Amsterdam School’s 
bell schedule for next year.

• Approved a motion to move the 
Harvest Festival for next fall to the 
first Saturday in November (Nov. 6).

• Approved the current Board 
nominees.

• Enrollment was discussed and a late 
registration date was set for May 20.

• Discussed the Annual Meeting and 
reviewed a draft of the material to be 
sent out.

• Board Orientation and Retreat dates 
were set.

• Approved a process for the approval 
of publications.

• Celebrated the Elementary Spring 
Program and the DI team.

• Received reports from the 
Administrators and Directors.

E-PAY
MCS announces E-Pay, a web based 

payment system that will allow parents to 
make electronic payments for SCRIP, Tuition, 
Donations, Food Service, Booster 
merchandise, and for other goods and 
services to the school via a secure server. 
Watch for a link on our web-site. E-Pay will 
accept debit cards, automatic checks, and 
credit cards. A handling fee will be assessed 
for all transactions. 

Budget Notice 
A Board-approved budget will be presented 
at this year’s society meeting for next school 
year.  Please come to receive your copy.

Annual Meeting 
The Annual School Society Meeting will 

be held on May 17, 2010, at 8:00 P.M*., in the 
MCS Music Room.!*Note this time change!
How do I know if I am a member of the MCS 
Society?!

If! you have read and subscribed to 
(signed your name), Articles II and III of the 
Constitution, that were mailed out with the 
Society Meeting information packet, you are a 
member.

What is the purpose of a Society Meeting?!
X Board Members are elected from a 

slate of nominees for a three year 
term.

X Reports are received from 
administration on the “State of the 
School”.

X A Board-approved budget is 
presented for the next school year.

X An amendment to change the name 
from MCS Society to MCS 
Association will be voted on at the 
meeting.

!
What do I need to do to become a member of the 
MCS Society?!

X Read Articles II and III
X Sign in at the May 17, 2010 meeting 

to signify your agreement with the 
articles.

Please know we need you to be involved in 
the governance of MCS.! God calls us to be 
active in His Kingdom work of Christian 
education.!

MCS Student Art Show
Don’t miss our art show that will feature 
outstanding work by MCS students from 
grades 6 - 12. This show will be up for one 
night only from 6-9:00 pm, on May 20, 2010, in 
the old gym. Fun art activities for children will 
make this a great opportunity for the whole 
family. Some student pieces will be available 
for sale.

Portraits
It is that time of year again.! (No, I’m not 

referring to springtime in Montana.)! It is the 
time when senior portraits begin to show up 
on lockers – an opportunity for friends to 
choose their favorite pose. When you look 
beyond the smiling faces, what does a 
graduate of MCS look like?!

MCS is seeking to develop lasting 
characteristics in its graduates.! It is our goal 
that our graduates will:!
• Practice godly discernment;
• Sacrifice themselves as servant leaders;
• Dare to think deeply and take action;
• Walk humbly in Christ’s footsteps with 

obedience and joy; and
• Create in thankful response to our Savior.
!

We know that we are not laboring in vain. 
We see the fruits of these characteristics in 
outstanding senior projects, senior service 
assignments, and even during ordinary 
moments lived out in our classrooms and 
hallways.! 

As our seniors approach the time of 
commencing a new stage in their lives, take a 
moment to pray for these children of God, 
who shine like stars in the universe.! 
Encourage them to hold on to Christ and hold 
out his word of life.! Celebrate the joy of the 
moment with them.! Urge them to pour 
themselves out for the sake of God’s Kingdom 
and in so doing develop an eternal portrait.! 
Philippians 2.

Blessings,!
!
!
Tom Kamp!
!
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“Sometimes, what you think you want to be 
when you grow up, makes God smile. He has other 
plans. All through my career, He guided my 
decisions and opened up opportunities to expand 
my life. Computers, networks and the Internet, 
now huge parts of my daily job, weren’t even an 
option when I began my career.” Liz Flikkema

In 1979, in Ontario, California, a young 
woman was teaching English, Physical 
Education, and coaching everything from 
volleyball to track. A turn of events at the 
school brought her face to face with an 
opportunity to widen her tent, widen her net, 
build on the gifts and abilities that God had 
deeply invested in her life. The unusual 
opportunity would call her to expand her 
professional knowledge and add Library 
Sciences to the skills that she was already 
proving as a leader, mentor, coach, teacher, 
motivator, and fair-minded referee. “That year 
in Ontario, a position opened up for a girl’s 
athletic director and librarian when someone 
took maternity leave. I began taking classes at 
Long Beach State University to learn how to 
process and repair books… and that was the 
beginning of my Library career,” recalls Liz 

Flikkema. “The librarian who went on leave 
enjoyed her job, and her enthusiasm was 
infectious. She convinced me that not only 
could I do the job, but that I would have fun. I 
had this stereotypical impression that working 
in the library, where you had to be quiet, and 
serious, was the only way libraries operated. 
But when I saw how much she loved her job, 
and how much fun she had while doing it, I 
was hooked” 

Before moving to California, Flikkema 
grew up in the Gallatin Valley. She attended 
MCS for 12 years, graduated from Dordt 
College with a degree in Physical Education 
and English. She taught in Edgerton, 
Minnesota before moving to California, “After 
a few cold winters, and long drives just to see 
a movie, I had a chance to move to Ontario.” 
It’s perhaps ironic that Flikkema moved from 
Edgerton to Ontario. She went from being 
miles and miles from the nearest movie 
theater, to living just outside Los Angeles, the 
movie-making capitol of the world. Her move 
demonstrates that God’s activity in our lives 
doesn’t always take the straightest path. He 
moved Flikkema out of her comfort zone, 
away from what she knew about the land, 

farming , and small communities, to be 
immersed in the big city. Critically, it was in 
the midst of new experience that God 
expanded her life, her vision, her mission, and 
her story before returning her back to the very 
place where she started. 

Flikkema returned to MCS in 1981 where 
she was asked to fill multiple roles as an 
English teacher, librarian, P.E. teacher, and 
coach for basketball and track. “The school 
had two libraries. One for!elementary and one 
for high school, and they were physically 
located in two different classrooms. After four 
years, we consolidated the libraries into one 
room. The present library was completed in 
1998. We moved by using all the students to 
pass books, one after the other, down the 
hallway, and onto the shelves of the new 
library.”

It’s beautiful to reflect that each book was 
passed by hand, from student to student, 
down the halls, and into waiting shelves.  
Teamwork. Personal attention. New direction. 
Careful order. And fun. Those students must 
have had a blast, laughing, and joking, while 
they stood in ‘book lines’ passing on poetry, 
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history, art, science, theology, and all kinds of 
literature and periodicals; students literally 
touched every volume of knowledge in our 
library, one book at a time!

Flikkema shares Psalm 139:1-10!as a 
passage of scripture that has served as an 
important inspiration and guide in her life. 
Reading and meditating on this passage 
reveals interesting things about a woman who 
strongly believes God knows her deeply, and 
is present no matter where she goes. “By 
allowing me to be part of a Christian school, 
God has given me tremendous 
responsibilities. My faith provides a 
foundation from which I can guide young 
people through the mental, emotional, 
physical and spiritual growing stages of their 
lives…. I must make decisions on the types of 
library materials to select for purchase, based 
on God’s standards. My selection of materials 
must reflect different types of facts and 
opinions as well as Christian scholarship and 
content, based on God’s word.” These are 
telling words from a woman whom God has 
simultaneously blessed as a coach, mentor, 
and referee. Flikkema has centered her gifts 
and abilities in something greater than the 
sum of who she is professionally. “While 

working in the library, I feel that God 
demands that I encourage students to grow in 
their ability to apply Christian standards in 
forming opinions; to examine all authors and 
their writings according to the standard of 
God’s word; to understand the organization 
that exists in God’s world even as it relates to 
how information is arranged in a library 
setting; to develop research skills that will 
enable them to become more intelligent, 
contributing Christians in their careers in the 
world; to enjoy reading as a leisure activity as 
well as for specific information and examining 
all types of literature that God has provided 
for them; and to develop the skills of 
discernment when using computer and 
Internet resources and be able to find truth 
and honesty in the overabundance of 
information available to them, reflecting God’s 
glory in their research product.”

Flikkema has been a faithful steward who 
has procured an extensive collection of library 
resources including several online databases 
(Info Trac, a newspaper and magazine database; 
World Book; A to Z Countries; and Visual 
Geography). MCS offers key web and print 
resources; distance learning, computer and 
word processing services, nearly 9,000 books, 

and great reference materials that include 
encyclopedias, extensive map files, and 
slightly over 1,100 videos and DVDs. 

Flikkema recalls how keeping track of 
school resources has evolved. “With the help 
of many volunteers, the library catalog moved 
from drawers and catalog cards to the online 
database we still use.” That will soon change, 
however, when FLikkema switches over to a 
new web-based system that will allow books 
to be renewed from home, and put some 
resources for our students on-line 24-7.

Flikkema serves many roles on campus as 
our Library Director, Athletic Director, and 
Technology Coordinator. She remains strong 
in her resolve to be faithful in her stewardship 
of the work that God has given her. Could we 
expect anything less from someone who grew 
up playing basketball against four brothers in 
the haymow of their family barn!  

She has not forgotten what she learned in 
1979. Working in the library can be fun! What 
does she look forward to everyday? 
“Watching kids come into the library looking 
for answers, and then being able to point them 
in the right direction!”
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Senior Projects                 
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For some students, selecting a senior 
project is simple; some already know in 
middle school what they want to do!  For 
other students, it is something they select near 
the deadline date.  For some, the goal is to 
dream big and invest big, while for a few 
more the goal is to make the experience as 
painless as possible.  Most students begin to 
get serious about selecting a project when they 
are juniors. As part of their speech class, they 
research and write a paper that gets them 
thinking and planning ahead for what they 
might choose to do for their senior project.

One may ask: “What is a senior project?” 
OR  “Why does MCS require one?”   MCS sees 
the senior project as, “the culminating event of 
each senior’s educational experience.”  The 

project requires students to pick a topic about 
which they are either passionate or inquisitive, 
and then use their  “talents, skills, and 
creativity to demonstrate their ability to plan, 
think and write with insight and discernment, 
speak in public, meet deadlines, and work 
with others—all within a Christian 
worldview.”

This year’s senior class has thirty-two 
members and their projects embrace a wide 
variety of skills including Asian cooking, 
playing the organ, car restoration, physical 
training, woodworking, nursing, and massage 
therapy.  Each senior is nearing the completion 
of goals that he or she set in September. Four 
seniors provide a glimpse of their final work 
as they approach the end of their academic 
careers at MCS.  

Caitlin Spencer’s project is titled 
“Forestry and the Wood Renaissance.”  
Caitlin’s paper explores forestry techniques 

and the continuing importance of wood in 
human lives.  She explains, “Wood is used in 
every aspect of life.  We see it in paper. Aspirin 
is made from birch trees.  Most furniture is 
made of wood.  It is everywhere and it has 
always been there.”  She says we are 
experiencing a “Wood Renaissance” because 
we are simply learning to appreciate it more.  
Caitlin’s project took her to New Zealand for 
hands-on work at a “tree farm.”  Caitlin spent 
time working with trees as well as in the 
manufacturing plants where the trees are 
processed.  Caitlin left the week of 
Thanksgiving and was back in school after the 
Christmas holidays. She invested about 160 
hours in her project.  She says the project has 
clearly demonstrated the lordship of Christ to 
her.  Just as God is life and life giving, trees 
also reflect the reality of their omnipresent 
Creator.  Trees are life giving in that they 
sequester oxygen.  They can be found 
everywhere.  Working with trees taught 
Caitlin the importance of being a good 
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steward of the earth that God has given her.  
“Forestry,” she says, “represents a utilitarian 
approach to stewardship.” 

Dustin Goldhahn’s project reiterates the 
same theme of stewardship.  Dustin says, “My 
project has helped me see how important it is 
for us to find the ways the Lord has set out for 
us to take care of His creation.  There is only 
one earth.  We have the resources and we just 
need to apply them.”  He also says that his 
project has taught him to be more patient—
things did not always happen the way he 
thought they would.  He says, “If the Lord 
doesn’t want it to happen, it won’t.”  

Dustin’s project is titled “Renewable 
Energy.”  He is developing a commercial wind 
farm in northeastern Montana as well as a 
50KW solar array that will be built on the roof 
of our school.  The output of the wind farm is 
yet to be determined. Dustin is hopeful it will 
be online in 2015.  The solar array on the roof 

of MCS will help the school cut back energy 
consumption and reduce utility costs.  Dustin 
hopes it will promote “clean living and 
encourage the younger generation to seek 
alternative energy practices.”  A part of the 
solar array will be installed by June 1, 2010, 
with the rest completed by July or August.  
Dustin is hoping there are people in the 
community who are willing to help with the 
initial investment.

Both Lauren Potts and Justin Ovenell 
decided to restore a car.  Lauren’s choice was a 
1978 Camaro.  She totally remade the car! 
Restoring the exterior meant taking the whole 
thing apart, taking out all the dents and dings, 
sanding, painting and putting it back together.  
She replaced the interior with new carpet, 
upholstery, insulation, and wiring.  

Justin’s car is a 1965 VW Bug.  His actual 
project was replacing the engine in the car, but 
he decided to restore the entire vehicle.  Both 

Lauren and Justin clearly saw the lordship of 
Christ in their work.  Lauren found a 
connection between the work that it takes to 
restore a car, and the transformational process 
that we go through to reflect the beautiful 
image of Christ.  Justin focused on the 
tremendous sacrifice of Christ in making us 
new creations.  He noted that he developed a 
“love” for this object of his time and 
investment that he believes is somewhat like 
the love God has for each of us.  

Seniors will be presenting their work to 
judges on Monday, May 10.  As a school 
community, we congratulate them on their 
hard work.  We trust that for each of them the 
work they have completed will remain as an 
important part of the greater work that God is 
doing in their lives. 

C.<&8)'$Z@[\]^$%,'/<$W825H1H<=$Q1&(2&<$CG.<*.)=$@1,).<$>8U'=$1<5$`,'/<$a0.<.22N



M A N H A T T A N  C H R I S T I A N  C O N N E C T I O N S

8
 May 2010

Elementary
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We are highlighting three grades in our 
elementary school this month: first, third, and 
fifth.! A special feature in their curriculum this 
semester has been the inclusion of drama. 
Each classroom teacher selected a unit or 
theme that they wanted to study and Miriam 
(Kimm) Van Eps developed drama through 
music, acting and speaking to enhance each 
particular area of study. !

We are truly blessed to have Miriam as 
our volunteer drama coach, something she has 
had a great deal of experience with during her 
career. She is a graduate of MCS, and taught 
for ten years in both Minnesota and Alaska in 
elementary, middle school, and high school. 

Our first grade students made a science 
presentation on teeth and dental hygiene to 
the residents at Churchill Retirement Home.! 
They were able to interact with grandmas and 
grandpas, many of whom they knew, using 

eggs to demonstrate proper techniques for 
cleaning of teeth.! Their presentation also 
included songs and poetry that focused on 
teeth.! Both first grade teachers, Anna Lynn 
Alberda and Michelle Mayo, expressed that 
“children learn best by being active.! Song and 
movement are enjoyable and wonderful ways 
to teach.” !

Grandparents’!Day provided an 
opportunity for the third graders to present a 
drama on the rain forest to their grandpas and 
grandmas.! Laura Blanksma, their teacher, 
commented on the fact that she always enjoys 
teaching about the rain forest “because the 
students enjoy it so much and I can involve so 
many subjects into one theme:! art, music, 
reading, science, math, as well as Bible.”! 
Jared Weiss really like the costumes that they 
wore, while both Dain Benson and Kelsey 
Heidema enjoyed the poetry they memorized 
for the play.! For Mikaya Kamerman it was 
the fact that they learned why every tree is so 
important.! The third grade students also 
wanted me to let you know that they would 
love to have you! drop in and visit Fred!

Our fifth grade students wrote a drama 
for their chapel on fairness with the help of 
Miriam Van Eps.! They developed their story 
around the space ship Pioneer which they 
built.! While many fifth graders felt they 
would have done better with more physical 
space for their presentation, and that things 
were a little  hectic at times, they also 
recognized that working in close settings 
helps them develop conflict resolution skills. !!! !

We want to express our thanks to Miriam 
who so willingly gave of her time and 
expertise. AnnaLynn Alberda commented 
that in everything Miriam did, “she was 
giving of herself to the children and to me.”! 
AnnaLynn also related that she enjoyed 
watching someone else teach, “That can be a 
wonderful learning experience as well.” !

An elementary teacher is a special person.! 
While some may consider elementary teaching 
to be simple, in reality the elementary teacher 
has to be cross-trained in all subject areas. 
Unlike a middle or high school teacher, who 
may focus on only one discipline, elementary 
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teachers must be proficient in all subjects!
Elementary students spend the greater part of 
their day with their teacher, creating 
wonderful opportunities to build 
relationships. We are blessed to have such an 
experienced and caring elementary staff.! 

!
AnnaLynn Alberda, one of our first grade 

teachers, was born and raised in Denver, 
Colorado, and attended Denver Christian 
School from K – 12.! Because her parents 
valued Christian education AnnaLynn’s 
parents sent her to Dordt College in northwest 
Iowa.! This was quite the change for a big city 
girl , “But it was all in the plan that God had 
for my life.” While at college “I took an 
Education class and I loved it.” Before coming 
to MCS AnnaLynn taught for a year in rural 
Washington, and then back at Denver 
Christian for five years. “Looking back over 
my life I can see that God has been teaching 
me through my parents, life’s circumstances, 
and now through the students that I spend 
time with each day.! Every day is a teachable 
moment.”!

Also teaching first grade this year is 

Michelle Mayo who grew up in Manhattan 
and attended school there through 12th grade. 
She graduated from MSU with a degree in 
Elementary Education. By her junior year in 
high school, Michelle already knew she 
wanted to teach and was able to work as an 
assistant in one of Manhattan’s first grade 
classes with the same woman who had taught 
her first grade!! Michelle returned to do her 
student teaching at Manhattan, when an 
opportunity opened up at MCS, “I felt God 
was leading me to Manhattan Christian.” 
Michelle looks forward to each day and 
hearing all the stories her students bring to 
school.! “I love being able to know each of 
them on a personal level and watch the 
progress they make throughout the year.”!

Third grade teacher Laura Blanksma 
grew up in Bozeman, Montana, and served in 
the Navy for four years before earning a 
degree in Elementary Education from MSU. 
Her first teaching assignment was near 
Jordan, Montana, in a one-room school with 
four students in four classes!! Laura loved “the 
down-to-earth people, farmers, and ranchers.”! 

What Laura enjoys about teaching is that no 
matter what level you teach, “each child is 
unique and special.”

Grace Dyk was born and raised in the 
Gallatin Valley. She went to MCS for 12 years 
and then received her teaching degree from 
MSU.! She taught for one year before raising 
her family.! She came back to teach at MCS in 
1982 as a Resource Room aide.! She taught 
Kindergarten for two years at Amsterdam 
School. In 1985, she taught fourth grade at 
MCS, before moving up to 5th with a large 
class. She’s taught 5th grade ever since. Grace 
writes that she wanted to be a teacher as long 
as she can remember, “I taught my dolls in our 
basement with the help of a blackboard.! My 
dolls were very well behaved! This year I feel 
compelled to challenge my students each day 
to strengthen their relationship to their Lord 
and Savior.! I was very grateful for Miriam's 
help in producing our drama for the 5th grade 
chapel.! It was fun for me to see how well 
prepared she was each time she met with the 
kids.”
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MARKET  
PLACE

Calendar
School Events
Sports Events
Lunch Menu

You’re invited to eat with your child or special friend! Contact 
Brenda Flikkema today!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

May 10
)#3#4#/5-%(6/%0(7(
8#44/9%-(:-5'/5(
;#3&$

11
!"#$%&'$(()%*+,%
-",,).%&'$(()%
/(+'.012%3*+,%
*+,%/$("0

12
<=(6/%0(7(,"$&&(
>/$*4

13 14
<=(,$-.*(7(
?/@&A-5

15
)#41$#.1(,$-.*(7(
?/@&A-5

Dinner Theater & 
School Play

16 17
!1-1&(6/%0(7(
=951%&'
ANNUAL 
MEETING 8 PM

18
!1-1&(6/%0(7(
=951%&'

19
!1-1&(6/%0(7(
=951%&'

20

MCS Art Show

21 BB
)#3#4#/5-%(,$-.*(7(
:/%41$#C

23 24 !"
4+,.0')*556.+%
78*0,52%9*).+1%5$(8%
&.+"(0%78*0,5%

26 27 BD

!1-1&(,$-.*(7(E-9$&%

BF

!1-1&(,$-.*(7(E-9$&%

30 31

NO SCHOOL

1 2
Kindergarten 
Graduation

3   FULL DAY/   
      LAST DAY
     8th Grade   
     Graduation

4
High School 
Graduation, 
7 pm

5

Hamburgers Potato Bar

TBA- Last DayTBATBA

Fish SticksHot Dogs/ChiliSoup/Grill Cheese

Chicken Patty Sand Turkey Pizza Sloppy Joes Sub Sandwich

Chicken French Dip Soup/Grill Cheese Chick Enchiladas BBQ Pork Sand

Jeff 406-570-4605
Tina 406-570-8452

cinder92@msn.com

Jeff & Tina Ekola
Owners
196 North Star lane
Bozeman, MT 59718

Ekola’s Carpet Service    
Sales and installations of carpet, tile, vinyl, & wood

                           “We cover you with quality.”  

 FREE WOMEN’s 
fitness group in Churchill! 

 

"TOTAL FITNESS"  
meets at Manhattan CRC 

four times a week 
for all different styles of 
exercise including indoor 

walking, aerobics, Pilates, & 
stretching.  

Open and FREE to ALL 
women.  Join us to save on 
expensive  trips to the gym! 

 Call Kody Van Dyke at 
406-282-7338 for details.

3 Bedroom 
Log Home 

FOR RENT

August 20, 2010 
to June 1, 2011

$600 per month plus 
utilities. 

1983 Stagecoach Tr. Rd., 
Manhattan, MT

Contact:
P.J.Hill@wheaton.edu

Ann Snowberger
Executive Director

Holy Cow!
Food Relief Ministry

Serving SW Montana
HolyCowMontana.com

406-285-1269

Kamerman 
Kennels

"Where your dog can play 
while you’re away!"

Please call 
Lori Kamerman 

406-282-7063
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Longtime SCRIP vendor, The Video Shoppe, located in Belgrade, has an abundance of 
great “family friendly” movies to rent! Standing behind high Christian values, owners and 
MCS parents, Melinda and Linn Feliciano, preview all movies in advance so customers 
can shop with confidence about avoiding “questionable” content. 

Melinda and Linn purchased the Video Shoppe three years ago as a family business, but 
movies had been a big part of Melinda’s life long before this. As a four year old child, 
Melinda was mesmerized by “Gone With the Wind.”  She loved movies so much that she 
would watch and record many of them on T.V. for her parents in order to “cut out” all of 
the commercials.  In the process, Melinda grew to love everything from musicals to 
westerns and became somewhat of a movie expert! 

In today’s market, it’s rare to find a Christian Video Store. While Melinda states she can’t 
be people’s conscience, she won’t put anything on the shelf that she’s aware has unclean 
content. It’s a time consuming effort, however, as she must search high and low to find 
titles not usually available, as well as all current releases!  Customers appreciate her work, 
though, as no other video stores in the area provide this service. At their new location in 
the Lee and Dad’s shopping center, Melinda is waiting to help everyone find the perfect 
movie to watch!

Thanks, Video Shoppe, for supporting MCS!!!!!!

Unsure of what the SCRIP program is all about or how it can help pay your tuition? 
Please call Joan Lucht (585-9159) to answer any of your questions. 

We appreciate hearing your comments and suggestions!
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Calendar Highlights

News Highlights

R2.:.<(1)B$Q21''.' C.<&8)$>)8E.*(' T.1*H.)$89$(H.$V.1)

MAY 
10 	 Senior Boards
11	 High School and Middle School Concert, Band and 
	 Choir
15	 Dinner Theater & School play
17   	 Annual Meeting at 8 pm
20	 MCS Art Show
25	 Underclass Awards, Talent Show, Senior Awards

JUNE 
Graduation Dates
Kindergarten: Wednesday, June 2,  at 2pm, Band Room
8th grade: Thursday, June 3, at 2:30, Manhattan CRC
High School: Friday, June 4, 7 at pm, Memorial Event Center

Manhattan Christian School
8000 Churchill Rd
Manhattan, Montana 59741

Address Service Requested


