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"I love how our
teachers, staff, and

community are
working towards a
common goal of

raising godly
children together."

April 
Contents

Basketball Wrap Ups
 

Tulip Mania & Dutch
Supper Reflection

 
Employment

Opportunities at MCS
 

Student of the Month
 

Students Outside the
 Classroom

 
National Honor

Society
 

Tournament Time
Story

 
Important Spring

Dates
 

Lady Eagles End Successful Season With 3rd
Consecutive State Tournament

The Lady Eagles basketball team ended their season at the State C Tournament for the
3rd consecutive year. The ladies finished 23-4 on the season with all 4 losses coming to
teams that competed on Saturday at the State tournament. This season was challenged
by low turnout numbers as only 10 girls committed to the program in November but each
girl made the sincere commitment to “Make Every Effort” on and off the court to become
better players and more importantly better followers of Jesus each day. The
improvements the girls made were notable as the season went on and the competition
ramped up and although we were unable to claim a trophy at State, it was a tremendously
successful season to be proud of.

Thanks to our entire community for the support and encouragement throughout the
season. Thanks to Coach VanDyk, Coach Walhof, and Coach Lott for their time and
commitment to our program this season. Special thanks to the many volunteers and
workers that put in time to help us host games and travel to other communities for
games as well. 

Jeff Bellach, Head Girls Basketball Coach

J.O.Y. Mentality Helps Eagles Finish 
Undefeated Season
What a privilege it was to coach these boys and work with Ryan, Kendal, and Tyler this
season. Each and every one of them brought something special to the team. At the
beginning of the season the boys picked a verse to help guide us: Colossians 3:17, “And
whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him.” It reminded us of our purpose to play for and glorify God
through the beautiful game He has given us. Without our Savior none of this would be
possible. The values we picked were humility, thankfulness, and commitment. Basketball,
like life, is a game played best when you ‘get over yourself.’ It can be a game of J.O.Y.
when you have your priorities straight. Put Jesus first, then others, and lastly yourself. We
looked at any adversity as our biggest opportunity for growth. We were thankful for the
troubles along the way as long as we were committed to learn from them as a family!

I'm very thankful and humbled by all the support this team received this year. Lexi and I
have both mentioned many times this year how thankful we are to be a part of this
community. A big thanks to Mr. Bellach for all of his work with the program and his
efforts on the administrative end, to the school administration for their continuous
support, to the band and Mr. Chaussé for traveling with and playing for us, Todd for his
work to keep our facilities in great shape, and to our teachers for helping shape these
young men in the classroom and their understanding for a crazy basketball schedule.
Thank you especially to all the families of these kids who put in so much time and effort
throughout the entire year. A very special thanks to our bus driver; we will miss you,
Doug! Thank you for keeping us safe and in a great mood all season and over the many
miles in past years. 

Layne Glaus, Head Boys Basketball Coach



A P R I L  2 0 2 2

2

The 2022 Dutch Supper and Tulip Mania was one for the books! Spring 2019 was
the last time this event was held in its traditional style. It has been three years
since the community was able to gather together without restriction in support of
our school in our springtime fundraiser. Such a blessing to have everyone together
again! The annual fundraising event was held on Friday, April 1. The evening started
with open doors and smiles. Community members enjoyed Dutch foods such as Pot
Eten, Klont, and the ever popular Saucijzebroodjes (pigs in a blanket). The Eagle
Gym was packed for the supper! A wonderful sight to see friends and family
reconnecting over a meal of savory cultural significance.  

After supper, children were able to enjoy kids’ crafts and then gather to enjoy the
movie, Sing 2. Folks moved onto the silent auction, dessert table and Dutch
specialties table in the MEC. The Dutch specialties table was filled with wonderful
breads, tea rings, and of course, Dutch mints (which I, personally, found several
bags purchased by my children tucked in their coat pockets). People moved on to
the dessert table, where the most amazingly delectable treats were set out for
purchase. Truly a thing of confectionary beauty!  

The silent auction kept folks busy throughout the evening. The excitement grew as
each silent auction area was counted down to closing and we are happy to report
there were no elbows thrown this year in competition for any items. The evening
concluded with the live auction. The dynamic duo of Wes Kamerman as auctioneer
and Howard Walhof as Town Cryer kept the crowd engaged (and in stitches much
of the time!). Thank you to these two wonderful men who so graciously donate
their time to this event. It would not be the same without you! The most amazing
moment of the evening was the reverse auction. The reverse auction this year went
to provide funds for the new land purchase north of the school. The goal was to
raise $25,000, but the generosity of this community surpassed the goal to bring in
a total of $59,000! Thank you!

In total, the event raised over $100,000 including that which came from the reverse
auction. Words cannot express the gratitude for all of the donations, volunteers,
and supporters who gave their time and resources to make this event a success!
Special thanks to the heads of the supper Kelly Smith and Jackie Van Dam, and my
co-head of the auction, Jill Ayers. An amazing group of leaders who so willingly give
of their time in support of Manhattan Christian. God has blessed Manhattan
Christian with a wonderful community who supports Christian education. Thank
you everyone for your generosity! 

Tulip Mania and Dutch Supper 
From the ground up, Manhattan Christian exists for
student learning. We are grateful for the community of
maintenance people, aides, staff, and teachers that
work together to make that happen. Please prayerfully
consider if you or someone you know has the time,
willingness, and ability to help with any of the
employment opportunities listed below. 

For more information on the positions, visit our
website at manhattanchristian.org/employment or
email tvisser@manhattanchristian.org.

Employment Opportunities

Food Service Manager
Brenda Flikkema serves as our Food Service
Manager, and has announced her retirement,
effective at the end of this school year. We give
thanks for her years of service in feeding our
students breakfast and lunch each day!
The purpose of this position is to ensure that MCS
maintains an efficient and high quality food service
program that complies with all local, state, and
federal food service requirements related to a
school lunch program.

Director of Student Learning for PS-Grade 5
This new position will require both content and
instructional expertise, and will include work as a
colleague with administrators and teachers to
support student learning and teacher practice.

Drivers Education Instructor
Recent changes with his family require that our
previous instructor take a different job that will not
allow him to teach Driver's Education again this
summer. 
Teaching materials will be provided. 
The majority of the training is done online
beginning in May with a two-week in-person
session in Havre to be completed by the end of
June.

Pre-School Teacher
Sarah Van Gelder (MWF Teacher) and Jean Selles
(TTH Teacher) will both be spending more time
with their families next year. We give thanks for the
service this dynamic duo has offered to some of our
youngest students and their families.
We are searching for a new Preschool Teacher. We
will be considering full-time or part-time
candidates. 

2022-2023 1st Grade Teacher
A full-time position that will allow us to split this
group in the morning and keep them together in
the afternoon. 
Mrs. VanGelder is considering part time next year.

2022-2023 5th Grade Teacher 
A full-time position to split this group based on
enrollment projections. 

By Jen Scott, co-auction head and Friends committee member



Landon Scott, April
Congratulations to April Student of
the Month, Landon Scott! Landon
has been a lifer at Manhattan
Christian, starting in the preschool. 
Throughout his time here, Landon
has participated in basketball;
cross country; and thrown the
discus, javelin, long jumped, and
run the 100 meter dash in track. 
Landon is also a part of the National Honor Society because of how he
has demonstrated his service and leadership. Up next for Landon is
Grand Canyon University to major in Biomedical Engineering. There,
he hopes to learn more about advanced prosthetic design and
fabrication, which he's both excited and nervous about. His favorite
class here at MC has been STEM (science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics) because he loves the 3D printer and seeing his
ideas come to life. "I look back on my time here and have such great
memories to enjoy and make me laugh. The teachers here are always
open for questions and have always made time for me when I needed
it." 
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Students Outside the Classroom:
Morgan Mitchell
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Rotary Student of the Month 

I have been training with Lone Mountain's Junior Olympic team since
2013. This year I competed level 7. At the state meet, I competed in all
four events: vault, bars, beam, and floor. I scored a 9.625 on vault,
placing first; an 8.25 on bars, placing third; a 9.05 on beam, placing
second; and a 9.125 on floor, tying for first. My all around score was a
36.05 which placed me in second. The top 12 gymnasts from this
meet qualify for regionals. Five of these qualifiers included myself and
four other teammates. Not only were we all able to qualify for
regionals, but we were able to win our gym another state title! 

Morgan Mitchell (back row, fourth from the right) with other Lone Mountain
Gymnastic participants. 

We would like to recognize and honor the newest members
of the National Honor Society! Congratulations to Willem
Kimm, Mali Kamerman, Landon Scott, Hailey VanDyken,
Ethan Venema, Natalie Walhof, Jackson Leep, Seth Amunrud,
Grace Aamot, Ava Bellach, Brody Ayers, Alexis DeVries, Isaiah
Holst, Miranda Wyatt, Katelyn VanKirk, Celia Hinds, and
Morgan Mitchell. These members join returning members:
Cody Hager, Kaitlyn Scott, Abbi Leep, Nathan Adams, Dana
Lerum, Tori Venema, and Ada Venhuizen.

Since 1921, the National Honor Society has been working
with advisers and principals to recognize excellence of
students among their peers who demonstrate and are
committed to the values of scholarship, service, leadership,
and character in school settings. Scholarship represents a
commitment to learning. We should continue to learn even
when formal education has ended. Knowledge is acquired
through diligence and effort. Service is a willingness to work
for the benefit those in need, without monetary
compensation or public recognition. Leadership exerts a
wholesome influence on the school. From taking initiative in
the classroom and in school activities, the real leader strives
to train and aid others to reach their common goals of
success. A leader has self-confidence and will go forward
when others hesitate. Character is the force within the
individual that distinguishes each person from others.
Character is the product of constant thought and action, the
daily strive to make the right choice. 

Membership into the National Honor Society is both an
honor and a commitment. Today's students are the nation's
greatest resource. This is true for each and every one of our
members. Membership has been earned by each of these
candidates through effective demonstration of the four
qualities of scholarship, service, leadership, and character.
Let us celebrate these students and their achievements! 

National Honor Society
By Miranda Rudd, School Counselor

Grandparent's Day!
Join us, grandparents and special friends, for a special
morning together on Wednesday, May 25! Classrooms will
be open to visit from 10-11:30am, followed by lunch and
recess together. Please help us with our pulled pork lunch
count by calling the office at (406) 282-7261 to RSVP. Join us
again that evening at 7pm for our elementary Spring Concert
featuring Preschool through fifth grade. 
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Tournament Time: A Different Perspective
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A basketball tournament has a way of bringing out the hyper in teenagers. I was watching the boys championship game in Butte on
Saturday evening, February 19, when a can of garbage was knocked over by a young man bounding down the bleachers. Pop cups,
popcorn bags, paper plates and trays, wrappers, and even melted cheese were scattered down the steps. ‘Well,’ I thought, “might as
well start picking up.’ I’ve had some experience in that department. I set up the trash can, reached for a paper cup, and was
immediately surrounded by thoughtful and helpful students who pitched in to make the junk disappear. I was so impressed. They
weren’t asked to help. It was the right thing to do, and with all the volunteers it didn’t take long, until we came to the melted cheese. ‘I
can’t just scoop this up with my fingers,’ I thought. So I straightened up to mull it over, and there in front of me were Katelyn VanKirk
and Jadyn VanDyken from the basketball team, putting the last of the loose trash where it belonged. Katelyn must have been
contemplating the cheese, too. She said, “I think we need some paper towels. I’ll go get some!” And off she went. The students returned
to where they were sitting to cheer for the boys. 

I stood astride the gooey cheese–the stuff they put over big pretzels–to make sure no one stepped in it. Looking down, I noticed one
blob that resembled a frog. For a couple minutes I watched the tense game. Then sure enough, there came Katelyn with paper towels
which she found somewhere. I pointed down and said, “That looks like a yellow frog.” She got a big smile on her face and replied, “It
DOES look like a yellow frog!” And down she went to clean it up. So impressive. 

Here were girls fresh from a tournament victory over a Twin Bridges team that had beaten them soundly a few weeks prior. They could
have been elsewhere basking in the glow of their big win, but instead Katelyn demonstrated a servant’s heart by wiping up a mess so
the bleachers looked much better. But the students weren’t done yet. 

Later in the evening, following an exciting overtime boys championship, we still had to pack up. All of Clara’s drum equipment items
needed to go in their cases. Band members and faculty worked side by side to help our star drummer girl. And we found still more
trash around the bleachers. It all disappeared (except maybe some popcorn awaiting the broom) into big bags the event staff brought.
One of the MAC’s staff members thanked me for everyone’s help. I just had to say, “Well, it’s all the basketball excitement and
adrenaline, you know.” He laughed. Maybe we made some friends in Butte. 

The topper, of course, was the quiet prayer circle in the middle of the floor to end the evening, followed by appreciative applause.
There are many ways we can be a witness to the world. It was an honor to be a part and get to know these young people better. 

*Students, thank you for representing our school well. Others named: Eliza Kimm, Jack Zabel, Lincoln Holst, Livia Appleby, Cavan Visser

Preschool Registration 
Preschool registration information for the fall of 2022 is now available through the MCS office and on our website. There are three
four-year-old class options and one for three-year-olds. Completed registration forms are now being accepted at the main office.
Class sizes are limited, so prompt registration is recommended. Please email our admissions director, Gloria Veltkamp, at
admissions@manhattanchristian.org if you have any questions or if you would like to schedule a tour. 

Preschool Goals
Provide a safe and loving environment, develop a sense of wonder and appreciation for
God's creation, develop an assurance for God's love for each child, establish a sense of
social responsibility, encourage cooperation and sensitivity to others, enhance each child's
ability to express ideas and emotions, gradually develop readiness skills for listening and

good work habits.  
 

By Vic Veltkamp

Rehoboth Christian Band Community Concert 
It was a pleasure to have the Rehoboth Christian Band visit our community and bless us with a concert on April 21. Thank you also to
those of you who opened your homes to host chaperones and students!
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ALUMNIALUMNI
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Emma Johnson (Dooley, Class of 2016) is
currently the office manager at Arbor

Medic. She is loving the fast pace
environment of plant healthcare around
the Gallatin valley. Besides Arbor Medic,

Emma also loves the cosmetology
industry. She acquired her cosmetology

license in February of 2019 and ran a
successful salon. Although not currently
working in the salon, she loves learning

new skills whenever possible and
continues to take any classes offered.

Emma got married on December 4th of
2021 to Austin Johnson from Buffalo,

Texas. Together they are enjoying their
home in Bozeman with their rescue dog,
Bentley. In the next few years they look
forward to building their dream home

and starting a family of their own.
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Middle school spring sports are off to a
typical-Montana start, but we are still having
a great time! We have 43 5th-8th graders out
for track, which includes 10 who have joined us
from Amsterdam. We were blessed to host our
meet earlier this month on what has been one

of the nicest days of the spring. Following
that, snow has forced multiple meet

cancellations over the last two weeks.  
Middle school golf has fifteen players out for

the season! Cottonwood Hills has been so
gracious to us as we come take over the

range and putting green when weather allows,
and when it doesn't, we putt in the hallways at

school, learn ettiqute and rules in the
classroom, or use whiffle balls and turf in the

gyms. Our first meet was cancelled due to
snow as well, but we are still hoping to get

three meets in over the next few weeks!

Twice Treasured Thrift Store

SCRIP Tips
Purchase gift cards, either physical cards or ecards at face value. For each brand, there
is an assigned rebate ranging from 2-16%; half that rebate goes to MCS, and you
receive the other half toward your tuition credit! Download the RaiseRight app or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com. Use enrollment code 32BCA8D91954. Contact Arlene Roberts
at arleneroberts11@gmail.com for more information about the SCRIP program.

Save the Dates for Spring Concerts!
Middle and High School will perform on Tuesday, May 24 at 7pm and the
Elementary will perform the following night on Wednesday, May 25 at 7pm. See you
there!

The Art Show is Coming!
The K-12 MCS Art Show will be held in the Eagle gym before & after the Middle/High
School concert & Elementary concert. It can also be viewed during school hours
Tuesday & Wednesday May 24 & 25.

Our normal donation hours are Monday through Friday from 10am until 2pm. If you
are bringing in large donations, please call beforehand to make sure we have enough
staff to process. We are still desperately searching to hire more help, any days and
times are available, but Saturdays are currently our biggest need. Some other areas in
which we need help are at the front counter (very easy to learn), processing linens
(beginning in January), and looking up vintage piece values. If you are interested in
becoming a part of our team, call (406) 640-2505. Thank you!

May 12: Association Meeting
Save the date for the Annual Association Meeting which will take place on Thursday,
May 12 at 7pm in the Eagle Gym. For more information about this meeting, visit our
website at manhattanchristian.org/about-us/mcs-association.cfm

Bravo for The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe!

Our students and community members thoroughly enjoyed this year's spring play
directed by Yvonne Kimm. Thank you to our student actors for their hard work and
dedication, to Sydni Taber for taking charge of the costumes and props, to Josh
Sinnema for his help with sound and lighting, to Mr. Hope for his willingness to be
"Father Christmas," and to Landon Scott for his work with the spotlight. 



Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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The Gift That Costs Little to Give
Charitable Deferred Payment Gift Annuity

 

Mr. & Mrs. Sample: Ages 44 and 45
5% Stretch-Out Deferred Payment Gift Annuity 

Cash-funded $10,000 DPGA commencing ages 86 & 87
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           

Your tax savings could be even larger depending on 
your age and selected maturity dates!

 

*The actual federal deduction of $9,308 must be reduced by the $3,723 METC claimed. 

A MCSF Annuity guarantees tax and income advantages to you during your lifetime(s). First, you receive an immediate, one-
time tax deduction for federal income tax purposes and a Montana State income tax credit up to $10,000! 

Second, you receive a generous fixed income for life. It can be deferred to increase the deduction and your payment rate is
based on age and is fixed for life! If funded with cash, a significant portion of that income is TAX FREE. 

Lastly, if the annuity is funded with appreciated assets, the capital gains tax issue is significantly minimized. Contact Ron
Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any questions or for more information. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

$1,229
$3,723*
$4,952

$5,048

Federal Tax Savings (22% x $5,585 federal deduction*) 
State Tax Credit (40% of actual federal deduction) 
Total Tax Savings: 

The "cost" of creating a $10,000 MCSF Endowment: 

Give in taxes or give to MCS Foundation!
Help MCS with the savings and plan your future



Kelley Halle, Sales Associate, CRS®, GRI®, ABR®
Office: 406.282.7113  |  Mobile: 406.581.3144

Email: kelley.halle@bhhsmt.com  |  bhhsmt.com/kelley-halle
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite A  |  Bozeman, MT 59715

 
BOZEMAN (406) 587-4455 | BILLINGS (406) 252-0055 

215 Haggerty Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
www.terrellsoffice.com
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Justin Fehsal 
170 Travis Way, Manhattan, MT (406) 284-9985/(406) 581-8765

justin@dsm.deals
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Partnering with you for life!
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Calendar Highlights
April

20-24 MCS Choir Tour
21 Rehoboth Christian Band Concert
30 Prom

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!

May
4 AP Literature & Composition Test
5 AP Statistics Test
6-7 State Music Festival
15 Association Meeting
24-25 Art Show
24 MS/HS Spring Concert
25 Grandparents Day / K-5 Spring Concert
31 Senior Project Community Night


