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Repeat Volleyball Champions
Lexi Glaus, Assistant Volleyball Coach
What a blessing it is for me to be a part of this program, coaching this particular group of
girls alongside head coach, Hanna VanDyk and this year, our C-Squad coach, Johanna
Eekoff. I feel like I’m living vicariously through the girls because their levels of talent, hustle,
and joy are so much greater than what I experienced in high school; it is so much fun. 

It was an exceptional season for team chemistry. The girls got along so well and accepted
their team roles with pride, resulting in more visible joy on the floor. Coach VanDyk
reminded them often that it would rarely be a great night for all of them. How would they
respond to a teammate’s success when they might be having an off night themselves? As the
season progressed, they learned to cast the spotlight on their teammates, and that
contributed to the team’s success. 

To our seven sweet seniors, you will be sorely missed. Each one brought a unique strength
to the team, which also enabled us to have success as a whole. (Cont. page 2)

Photo Courtesy of Dan Chesnet, 
The Post Game Gallery on Facebook



Jadyn is a quiet leader, what we refer to as a “gamer.” She was consistent both offensively and defensively. Ava is humble and thankful,
always the first to offer to sweep the floor and never went a day without thanking us on her way out of the gym. Reese is pure joy. She
brought so much lightheartedness to moments when the rest of us were too competitive and serious. Alexis is the one who works harder
even when you think she can’t possibly have the energy to do any more. This was especially evident at State as she threw herself all over
the floor in the back row. Ada is quiet, but smiley and a wonderful teammate. She was willing to do whatever was asked of her all season
long, humbly stepping into multiple different roles. Dana takes her job seriously, no matter when or where that would be. She nailed
some key serves for us, especially at the State Tournament. Tori is quiet, but can put up a mean block and swing successfully from
anywhere in the front row. 

I shared this with the girls’ parents at the end of the season banquet last year, but I think it’s worth sharing again. This group is incredibly
lucky to have Hanna coaching their daughters. In her three short years at the helm, she has a second place finish and two state titles, yet
I still wouldn’t say she puts her focus on winning games. She consistently puts an emphasis on fostering Christ-like character in our
athletes, and I’m amazed at the time she spends sharing her heart for that aspect of their growth as women. 

Our program theme continues to be Grit and Gratitude. The grit speaks for itself when the girls, yet again, took the long route to the title
after dropping the semifinal match on Friday night against Bridger. In the quiet locker room that night, Hanna spent little time talking
about the strategies we’d return with the following day. She spoke about how this was an opportunity to show the fans, opponents,
referees, and other onlookers how a Christ-follower might react to this adversity. Again I was amazed at her priorities. Saturday morning,
after taking North Country in three sets, the girls continued to rally to beat Bridger twice to win first place for the second year in a row. 

The JV and C-Squad teams had great seasons as well, and I am confident we have just the group to fill the holes next season. Having
seven freshmen coming into a program is so encouraging. They worked hard at developing their skills and transitioning speeds from
middle school to high school play. The JV girls competed all season long in multiple different rotations, showing their all-around talent
and flexibility. 

I speak for the whole program when I share our gratitude for so many people. To our teachers and administrators, thank you for being
flexible and understanding of our travel days, missing class, and accepting make-up work. To Todd, our trusty bus driver, thank you for
transporting us safely all season long; we know we ask you to change the temperature in our bus too many times. To Mr. Glaus and Mrs.
Walhof, thank you so much for your work as AD and Assistant AD. We appreciate the time it takes for set up, clean up, arranging workers,
and all the behind the scenes communication you do to make our season run smoothly. To our line judges, score and book keepers, libero
trackers, gate and concession workers, and referees, thank you for the time you pour into high school sports. To Mr. Chausse and the
pep band, thank you for playing for us! You definitely boost the morale in the gym. To our student section that quadrupled in size this
year, thank you! It was so much fun to play for peers who were engaged and excited for us, all the while dressed in ridiculous costumes
and themes. We will definitely return the favor for you during basketball season! 
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Volleyball/ From page one 
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If you haven't been to the store lately you really must stop in. Our
volunteers have been working so hard to get it ready for the

holidays! A kind word of thanks for all they do for the school and
the community would be a wonderful boost as well!

We could use paper grocery bags! Think of us as you do your
holiday shopping. You can drop them off at the store or the school

office.

Twice Treasured will be closed December 23-25. 
Please watch our social media updates for other

holiday announcements!

Twice Treasured Thrift Store



Nationals took place November 24-29. There were 12 delegates from the state of Montana. We arrived in Atlanta on Thanksgiving Day.
Throughout the next five days there were several inspirational speakers, a service day, dances, workshops, and touring. I learned so
much from the speakers. On Monday, we were able to serve at Piedmont Park, and later that day had the chance to learn about the city
of Atlanta. Monday evening, everyone was able to celebrate and be together at the Gala. 
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Joel Westa, Head of School
Thank you to all of you who participated in this years Annual Campaign Dinner! Your service and generosity will allow us to continue to
keep our tuition affordable and improve every aspect of this school! So far, we have raised almost $93000.00 though our annual
campaign efforts. Special thanks to Carly Bellach for her leadership, to Mark Bradford for his hard work, to the School Board, to the
students who volunteered to serve, and to all who helped set up, clean up and make this a success! Thank you to all who pledged and
donated as well!! Have a Merry Christmas!

Campaign Dinner Generosity
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National 4H Competition
Kaitlyn Scott
This year, I had the wonderful opportunity to attend National 4H Congress in Atlanta, Georgia. I have
been a member of 4H for ten years now. In April, I competed in 4H County Communications Day in the
public speaking category. I gave my speech about Irena Sendler and placed fourth, which allowed me to
compete in 4H State Congress in July. The State Congress was held at Montana State University. This was
such an amazing experience because each day was something different. I competed against the state on
Thursday, and awards were held later that night. There were so many great workshops, I was able to meet
people from all over our state, and of course, the dances were awesome! For most events, in order to
qualify for Nationals, students need to place either first or second in their event. The names for third and
second were read, and then, my name! I was so surprised and extremely excited!

Alumni Weekend: Join Us!

During the workshops, I learned about building community and how to become a better leader. I learned so many new things and look
forward to any chance I have to share what I know. The dances were such a blast, and it was interesting to see the different dances that
are popular throughout our country. But of course, I can’t forget about the people! I was so excited to meet and talk with other delegates
from other states. I can’t lie, I absolutely loved the southern accents! 

The energy at Nationals was so positive because everyone was so happy to be there!
This was a once in a lifetime opportunity because each person can only attend one
time. I have loved being involved with 4H, and have really enjoyed the ways it has
helped me become a more well-rounded person. The things I have learned and the
relationships I’ve built will last me a lifetime. I feel so blessed to have done these
awesome things, and I think it goes to show that God truly does have a plan for me. A
few years ago, I almost dropped 4H because I didn’t think I could do it anymore. But,
now that I think about it, I can’t imagine what I would have been doing for the last six
years if I would have left. I encourage everyone to try new things and to step outside of
their comfort zone, even if it’s only a few times, because you never know where you
might end up or who you might meet. 



Want to earn tuition credit while making your regular purchases? The RaiseRight program is
one of the fundraisers for MCS that also gives you tuition credit. Purchase gift cards (physical
cards or ecards) at face value or reload existing RaiseRight physical gift cards with any dollar
amount. Use your gift cards to make your regular purchases. For each brand, there is an
assigned rebate, typically between 2% and 16%. You receive half of the rebate toward your
tuition credit, and the other half goes to MCS. The tuition credit is distributed twice a year –
once in the fall and once in the spring. Watch for weekly and one day bonus rebates for
various brands.
 
The mobile app is a great way to be able to buy ecards while you are in the store, and then be
able to use them immediately. This app is super easy to use – order cards, redeem cards, see
card balances, keep a list of favorites, see current bonuses, track how much you’ve earned
this year, etc.
 
App: RaiseRight - download from Google Play or the App Store
Website: www.RaiseRight.com
Enrollment code when signing up: 32BCA8D91954
 
Orders for physical cards are released several times per month 
as needed. The cards arrive at MCS the following week to be 
distributed. We also have a small inventory of physical cards in the 
office. Get the order form on our website under "Support MCS." 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Arlene Roberts  at arleneroberts11@gmail.com.
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High School Basketball Schedule 

Please join us in congratulating

December's Rotary Student of the Month,

chosen by her teachers, Kaitlyn Scott.

Students chosen for this award are known

to display high character, leadership, and

community mindedness both at and 

away from school.

RaiseRight (Formerly known as SCRIP) R  O  T  A  R  Y
s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  m o n t h

 I have attended MCS since I was in

preschool, so about 14 years. During my time

here, I have loved the many adventures I’ve

been able to participate in. I must say, the

field trips have always been a highlight for

me. During high school, I have had the

chance to participate in several sports and

extracurricular activities. I was a member of

the cross country team all four years of high

school, I competed on the

Manhattan/Manhattan Christian speech

and debate team for three years, and I

participated in track and field my

sophomore and junior years, which I plan to

do again this year. I have also been a

member of 4H for ten years.

  I have an amazing family with my brothers

Landon and Jack and my parents, Jen and

Kevin. I enjoy spending time with them and

we love to travel. They are always there to

support me, and I am so grateful for them

and everything they do.

 This year for my senior project I have been

able to work with H.R.D.C. to bring attention

to some of the needs in our valley. One of

the components was a blanket drive that

you may have seen in our publications last

month. Thanks to all of you, there are now

57 blankets ready for the warming center to

use as needed. As for my future plans, I am

looking forward to attending college and

becoming a dental hygienist.

 

 

Follow @mcsboysbasketball and @mcseaglesgirlsbball on Instagram and Facebook for more updates!

http://www.raiseright.com/
mailto:arleneroberts11@gmail.com


Jill Ayers and Kurt Kimm, High School STEM

Students in the high school Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math class are decking our halls with their coded
Christmas lights projects! 
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Learning is Fun...
When We're Coding Christmas Lights

In the last three months, four MCS athletes have signed their letters of intent to further their academic and athletic careers at Montana
Secondary Schools. Pictured below: Ava Bellach signing to play basketball at the University of Montana-Western, Seth Amunrud signing to
play basketball at Dawson Community College, Jadyn VanDyken signing to compete in track and field at Montana State University, and
Alexis DeVries signing with University of Providence to compete in track and field.

Signed!  

Photos courtesy of Dan Chesnet from the Belgrade News and
Post Game Gallery on Facebook. 

The best we can ask for our daughter is for her to live her best
life. Finding a place and community to support her in our goal is
what led us to MCS. In our first interactions with the school, we
were drawn to the people who were living out relationships,
intentionally. We found the school/community at MCS
everything we hoped and prayed to find. 

In the hands of the teachers, administrators, and students,
we’re witnessing a belief of inclusion in action and an
acceptance for students with all learning abilities. And mostly…
we found, God is Good. Just shaking our heads in gratitude to
Him for the path that led us to MCS. 

Our daughter is already thriving in her faith and education and
on her way to her best self. Thankful for her to be an MCS Eagle
and seeing her soar to new heights!

Share Your Story!
Stuart and Janet Beiswanger, New MCS Family



Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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You can make an annual cash contribution (dues). 
You can make a bequest in your will.
You can give a memorial gift. 
You can give stocks, bonds, & securities. 
You can give real estate or an interest in real estate. 
You can give life insurance proceeds. 
You can give cash, antiques, automobiles, or any
item with determinable value. 

Give you the satisfaction of knowing you have
assisted in strengthening the cause of Christian
Education at Manhattan Christian School as a result
of your contribution. 
Provide a reduction in your taxable income. 
Eliminate or reduce your estate tax at little or no
loss to other beneficiaries. 
Receive confidential counsel on estate planning
and general contributions. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

 

We Need YOU!
 

What Can You Do for the Manhattan
Christian School Foundation?

 

What can the Manhattan Christian
Foundation Do For You? 

 

Contact Ron Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any 
questions or for more information. 



Rent this Space 

 
Call 406-282-7261

Rent 
This

Space

 Call
406-282-7261
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Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!

December
13 Elementary Christmas Concert
14 MS/HS Christmas Concert
20-21 HS Semester Exams
22-3 No School: Christmas Break

January
1-3 No School: Christmas Break
16 MS Ski PE Day at Bridger Bowl
20 End of HS Semester 1
23 No School: Teacher In-Service Day

Return Service Requested


