
Connections
Manhat tan Chr is t ian Schoo l

The 2021 volleyball season has come to a close. For the past two years, our team has
focused on the attributes of Grit and Gratitude. Last year, as we dealt with the
uncertainty of COVID and all that entailed, both of these attributes were evident in our
team. I thought that, as we celebrated each opportunity to play, gratitude was at the
forefront. This year, we continued to carry that forward, and I believe our grit was
definitely tested. 

Our C and JV teams had very successful seasons. I always marvel at the improvement
they show throughout the season. It is so fun to see them continually improve. After their
season came to a close, they brought enthusiasm and encouragement as they continued
to support their varsity teammates. Their positivity helped to elevate the team to a State
Championship. Coach Lexi Glaus does a wonderful job with these girls. I am so grateful
for her Christian leadership and the joy and dedication she brings every day. 

Our varsity had a bit of a rocky start at the Choteau Tournament. We tried many different
looks and lineups over the first few weeks as we tried to find the best fit for the team.
This may have caused some frustration early on, but it was part of our growing process.
Girls stepped up to fill the needed roles. They worked hard to improve their individual
skills and do what needed to be done to make the whole team better. By our mid-season
tournament, things were starting to fall into place. We did not lose again in the regular
season, and we got off to a strong start to postseason play at the District Tournament. 

I think the power of prayer was made evident in our final two weeks. The week of the
Divisional Tournament, we challenged the girls to pray for each of their teammates and
to have their parents pray for each of their teammates as well. (Cont. on page 4)

VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONS
By Head Volleyball Coach, Hanna VanDyk 

" S h e  w i l l  b e a r  a  s o n ,  a n d  y o u  s h a l l  c a l l  h i s  n a m e
J e s u s ,  f o r  h e  w i l l  s a v e  h i s  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e i r  s i n s . "  
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"The
community

that surrounds
this school is
unbeatable."
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DEEP HOPE in Action

"My Deep Hope is that we slow down to discover, take time to wonder, and
further investigate God's creation. 

Rachel Doucette, Middle School Science and Math

D E C  2 0 2 1 - J A N  2 0 2 2

A sincere thank you to all who attended the Annual Campaign Dinner
last month. Because of your generosity, we received $62,800 in gifts and
$16,200 in pledges for a total of $79,100! We are only $20,900 from our
goal of $100,000. A special thanks to Carly Danhof-Bellach and Mark
Bradford for their work in organizing a lovely evening, to Mr. Chausse
and his music program for providing special music and for their service
during the meal, to all who donated a delicious dessert for the auction,
and to Leah Brouwer and Kim Adams for sharing about their Teaching
for Transformation work in their classrooms.       

Campaign Dinner
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Hands-On, Collaborative 
Field Trip
The 6th Grade Science class and 11th Grade Chemistry
class took a field trip to the Mineral Museum in Butte
on Wednesday, November 17. The field trip made a
perfect addition to the rocks and mineral unit that 6th
grade students have been studying with Mrs. Doucette,
and made for a great introduction for the 11th graders
as they begin their atomic structure unit with Mrs.
Leep. Students slowed down to discover new minerals
collected from all over the world, and practiced using
their properties of minerals vocabulary and
identification through a scavenger hunt and reflection
packet. Students also got to hear more about the
history of mining and minerals found in Montana. If
you see any of our 6th or 11th grade students, ask what
they discovered, wondered about, and would like to
further investigate about minerals they saw at the
Mineral Museum. We hope to further this field trip in
the future to enhance our science programs here at
MCS!

Can the Van Food Drive
Last month, Mr. TeSlaa's high school World Issues class discussed
various ways that our school could serve people in need in our
surrounding communities. As a class, they decided to run a school-wide
competition to "Can the Van" (the little white bus). They challenged each
class to be Servant Workers and Community Builders* and bring in
canned goods to donate to the Headwaters Area Food Bank; the winning
class was offered an ice cream party! 

After two weeks of generosity from K-12, the fifth grade class came out
victorious by bringing 407 pounds of food! Together, Manhattan
Christian School donated 2,330 pounds of food, Headwaters' Area Food
Bank's largest food drive donation. On November 19, elementary
students formed an assembly line to fill the bus with all their items. Our
students and staff prayed over the food and the people who would
receive it during this holiday season, and then Mr. T and a few of his
students delivered and helped unload the van (pictured below). 

Ethan Venema, 
Nick Albro, 

Chris Dykema,
Josiah Oswell, 

Kim Gelder, and 
Mr. T pose with the
"Canned Van" filled
with 2,330 pounds

of food. 

MCS sixth grade and junior chemistry students pose for
a picture at the World Museum of Mining in Butte. 

*Servant Workers and Community Builders are Teaching for Transformation Throughlines.

  During my childhood my parents frequently took my siblings and I out on excursions in the area we lived in to hike and camp. Idaho’s mountains were my favorite to explore on trips
with my family, during outdoor education with school, and camp during the summers. Something that will always stick with me is when my mom would make us slow down and look at

things and say, “I wonder!...” My deep hope stems from how my parents gave me experiences in creation in which I slowed down to observe creation big and small and learn more
about it. That is what I want for my students to experience in my classroom. My story line from my Deep Hope is, "Discover, Wonder and Investigate.” Using these three words has

helped me to write learning targets for units we study, discuss, and explore. I hope that my students can remember this deep hope for the rest of their lives as they learn more about
creation which ultimately will lead them to learn more about our Lord and Savior and His love for them.  

   



Regional Cross Country
Nike Cross Regionals-Northwest, Boise, ID

After a successful regular season for both the boys and girls cross
country teams, their work wasn't finished quite yet. Our runners
had the privilege to compete against runners and teams from
Alaska, Idaho, Hawaii, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and
Wyoming at the Nike Cross Regionals of the Northwest in Boise,
Idaho. MC sophomore, Oren Arthun, placed sixth individually and
the boys team which also included Jack Scott, Cody Hager, Carter
VanDyken, Nathan Adams, Austin Kriebel, and Shaphan Hubner
placed sixth as a team. JV runners Landon Scott and Simeon
O'Hara competed in the JV category. 

Because two of the varsity cross country girls, Ava Bellach and
Jadyn VanDyken, were busy that weekend winning a state
championship with their volleyball team, the rest of the girls team
competed in the JV category so they could all run together.
Congrats to those girls: Mali and Malaya Kamerman, Abbi Leep,
and Kaitlyn Scott. Athletes of Manhattan Christian School, you
continue to make this community proud! 

V O L U M E  2 2

Students Outside the Classroom:
Piper Davis, Grand Champion
A long overdue congratulations to Manhattan Christian
freshman, Piper Davis, for her success over the summer at the
Big Sky County Fair. Piper won junior Grand Champion
showman with her steer, Guapo, and won the Gallatin County
Bred and Fed, which is a combined score of her steer's carcass
and live placing. The steer must be born and fed in the Gallatin
County. In less than nine months, Piper took a wild steer calf,
halter broke him, trained him, and helped him to gain several
hundred pounds. Both prizes earned her big buckles! After
selling her steer, Piper said she will put the money towards
college (and maybe some new clothes). Next year, she will start
to show as a senior, so she has her work cut out for her this fall
and winter! Last year,
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Jackson Leep 
December Rotary Student of the Month 

Congratulations to November Rotary Student of the Month, Jackson Leep! Jackson's teachers
noted Jackson's maturity and how easily he can see the big picture. In class, although quiet,
Jackson is smart and respectful. He has attended Manhattan Christian School for his entire
educational career. Jackson said, "I've enjoyed MCS because of this community. I also appreciate
teachers who really care about our success." After high school, Jackson plans to attend Montana
State for an agriculture business degree. He has participated in cross country and has just begun
his senior year of basketball. Congratulations and good luck this year, Jackson!

for her eighth grade
project, Piper educated
her listeners about the
job of an agriculture
advocate, a career she
hopes to pursue. "There
are people out there
that do not understand
where their eggs or milk
comes from, and I am
very passionate about 
 teaching people about
how hard we work on a    

ranch." Piper noted that she's learned so much about animals
while being in 4-H, but she's also seen the program improve
her people skills. "I would definitely encourage other kids to
try 4-H. It teaches kids about agriculture, and I have met most
of my friends through 4-H.  "I am going to be a senior
(showman) this year, and there are a lot of good seniors. I need
to put in even more time and effort into my steer this year. I
really am going to push myself ." 
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Volleyball/ from page 1
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We continued to remind them of that throughout the rest of the season. We encouraged them to strive for the good - not just good on
the volleyball court, but, more importantly, good in the biblical sense: the good which leads to godliness - and to expect everyone else
to be striving toward that same goal. We were amazed at the texts and calls from people who also told us they were praying for this
team. 

Going into Divisionals, we knew each game would be a fight. The girls showed their grit. Friday night, we dropped our first two sets to
White Sulphur Springs. As a coach, it is tough to see your team struggle. Going into the third set, the girls took a moment to rally each
other. They fought back to win the match in five sets. We finished our Divisional Tournament with the first place victory. 

As we prepared for the State Tournament, we issued the same challenge: pray for your teammates and strive for good. We had two
games on Thursday. After a slow start in the first, our second match was the best I had seen the girls play all year. Every person rose to
the occasion. Friday night, we met up with the undefeated Plentywood team. They are a great team and were a difficult matchup for
us. We ended up losing that night in four sets. Going into Saturday, we had to be at our best. In order to win the tournament, the girls
would have to win three consecutive matches, and that is just what they did. Truly exemplifying that grit we had been talking about all
season, the team ended up playing twelve sets of volleyball on Saturday and finished the day 9-3. The girls rallied and fought together.
We are grateful for the blessings of our great God!

The team ended the season with a 26-3 record. They won the MCS Invitational Tournament as well as the District, Divisional, and State
tournaments. Three of our players made First Team All-Conference this year: Kiersten Van Kirk, Katelyn Van Kirk, and Ava Bellach. All
three also made All-State. 

We have three seniors that will be graduating this year: Kiersten, Hope Kenney, and Hailey Van Dyken. Without the leadership that
these girls have shown, our team would not have been able to have the finish that they did. They stepped up and made a huge impact
on the program. Their contributions, both on the court and off, will definitely be missed. However, this program is full of potential. The
hole these seniors will leave will be huge, but there are many athletes eager to fill their shoes. The future is bright for Manhattan
Christian volleyball!

Thank you to all who supported our team. We are so thankful for Doug Dyk and his willingness to drive the many miles to get us to and
from our games. We are also thankful for those who did our score book and the clock for all our home games. We additionally had a lot
of helpers who made our tournament hosting possible. Mr. Bellach dedicated a ton of time to scheduling and making sure everything
ran smoothly. We are grateful for those who came to cheer us on and those who watched from home. We felt your prayers!

MC Senior, Kiersten Van Kirk signed to play volleyball at Boise
State University. Kiersten set the Manhattan Christian School
ace record with 330 and is second in career kills with 1458. 

Congratulations, Kiersten!



V O L U M E  2 2
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ALUMNIALUMNI
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Zach (Class of 2007) and Shaleigh DeJong,
daughter of Corey South (Class of 1988) and
Scott VanDyke (Class of 1984), welcomed in

May their second daughter, Emery Mae.
Emery joins big sister, Ava Sue, who will turn
three this January. Zach and Shaleigh were

married in July of 2015 at the Dry Creek
Ponds. They lived in Belgrade for a short

period of time, but now reside in Manhattan.
After nine years of owning and operating

Broadway Brew in Belgrade, Shaleigh
stepped away from the coffee business last
March to stay at home with the girls. Zach

works for his dad's business, Hymark
Construction. They're busy throughout the
Valley, especially in Manhattan developing
condos near Taylor Park. Zach still plays

basketball at MCS on Saturdays when he can,
and they are big Eagle basketball fans! 
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The Tiger football program continues to enjoy our
co-op with MCS! This year we we had 7 high school

participants and several Jr High participants as well.
This was our highest numbers from MCS in several

years! Several of the MCS upperclassman
contributed for us this season. Connor Flikkema was

a full time starter, Mason Venema caught several
passes and scored his first TD as a sophomore, and

Treyson VanderMolen played several downs
throughout the year. We have four freshmen from

MCS who have a bright future. We are excited about
our young kids moving forward. This year our team
battled in every contest and came up just short in
several games. We had a promising young squad

that gained valuable experience this year. It wasn’t
quite the year we have had the past few seasons,

but we are still proud of our kids and how they grew
as players and student athletes! We thank our

seniors for their years of service and look forward
to continuing to work with our underclassmen. 

-Manhattan High School Football Coach, 
Chris Grabowska

 

Twice Treasured Thrift Store
We will be closed Friday, December 24-Monday, December 27 for Christmas. Our
normal donation hours are Monday through Friday from 10am until 2pm. If you are
bringing donations in during the holidays, please call beforehand to make sure we
have enough staff to process. 

We are still desperately searching to hire more help, any days and times are available,
but Saturdays are currently our biggest need. Some other areas in which we need help
are at the front counter (very easy to learn), processing linens (beginning in January),
and looking up vintage piece values. If you are interested in becoming a part of our
team, call (406) 640-2505. Thank you!

Alumni Information 
We are working to keep our alumni records updated and accurate.
Alumni, would you take 60 seconds to fill out the survey on our website? 
Visit https://www.manhattanchristian.org/alumni/update.cfm 
Scan the QR code to access the survey directly. Thank you!

Art Room Happenings
Mrs. Swanson and her high school art classes have been busy all fall! Check out what
each class has been working on together and with some special guests! 

The Crafts class had the opportunity to have Stacy and Jenny from "Commonform
Jewelry" come to class to lead a workshop with the students on designing and
assembling jewelry. They also designed, built, and painted upcycled Christmas trees
from wooden pallets and donated them to the Harvest Festival Craft Room. The
Teaching for Transformation Throughlines included in this project were Community
Builders and Earth Keepers. Recently, the Crafts students have started to sew while
working on their beautiful fabric Christmas tree hangings. 

In Ceramics, guest artist and parent, Ike Dyk, visited to demonstrate throwing on the
wheel. The Drawing class has been focusing on portraits and will culminate this unit
with a portrait drawing of a person who has inspired us: "Our Hero." 

SCRIP Tips
Purchase gift cards, either physical cards or ecards at face value. For each brand, there
is an assigned rebate ranging from 2-16%; half that rebate goes to MCS, and you
receive the other half toward your tuition credit! Download the RaiseRight app or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com. Use enrollment code 32BCA8D91954. Contact Arlene Roberts
at arleneroberts11@gmail.com for more information about the SCRIP program.



The Gift That Costs Little to Give
Charitable Deferred Payment Gift Annuity

 

Mr. & Mrs. Sample: Ages 44 and 45
5% Stretch-Out Deferred Payment Gift Annuity 

Cash-funded $10,000 DPGA commencing ages 86 & 87
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           

Your tax savings could be even larger depending on 
your age and selected maturity dates!

 

*The actual federal deduction of $9,308 must be reduced by the $3,723 METC claimed. 

A MCSF Annuity guarantees tax and income advantages to you during your lifetime(s). First, you receive an immediate, one-
time tax deduction for federal income tax purposes and a Montana State income tax credit up to $10,000! 

Second, you receive a generous fixed income for life. It can be deferred to increase the deduction and your payment rate is
based on age and is fixed for life! If funded with cash, a significant portion of that income is TAX FREE. 

Lastly, if the annuity is funded with appreciated assets, the capital gains tax issue is significantly minimized. Contact Ron
Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any questions or for more information. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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$1,229
$3,723*
$4,952

$5,048

Federal Tax Savings (22% x $5,585 federal deduction*) 
State Tax Credit (40% of actual federal deduction) 
Total Tax Savings: 

The "cost" of creating a $10,000 MCSF Endowment: 

Give in taxes or give to MCS Foundation!
Help MCS with the savings and plan your future



Kelley Halle, Sales Associate, CRS®, GRI®, ABR®
Office: 406.282.7113  |  Mobile: 406.581.3144

Email: kelley.halle@bhhsmt.com  |  bhhsmt.com/kelley-halle
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite A  |  Bozeman, MT 59715

 
BOZEMAN (406) 587-4455 | BILLINGS (406) 252-0055 

215 Haggerty Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
www.terrellsoffice.com
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Justin Fehsal 
170 Travis Way, Manhattan, MT (406) 284-9985/(406) 581-8765

justin@dsm.deals



Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights
December

13 Thrift Store Meeting
13 MS/HS Christmas Music Concert
14 Elementary Music Concert
20-31 No School, Christmas Break

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!

January
1-2 No School, Christmas Break
14 End of Semester 1 
17 No School, Teacher Work Day
24 Middle School Ski Day 


