
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16 ESV.

  

As we enter the second half of our winter sports season, it’s important to remember that
our basketball players, our coaches, our parents, and our fans all have the same goal. We
are all on the same team and our goal is to glorify God through our words and actions on
and off the court. We want others to be directed toward Christ by the way we all act. 

So, how do our basketball players do that? It could be as simple as leaving the locker
rooms cleaner than upon arrival. It could be by helping opponents up after they hit the
floor. It could be by showing all-out effort and an intense desire to win. It could be by
showing respect to officials, opponents, and to coaches. It could be by emotionally lifting
up a dejected teammate. It could be by cleaning up the bus after a road trip. It could be
by befriending someone on the other side of the gym. It could be by complementing an
opponent on social media rather than tearing them down. It could be by giving full effort
and focus whether it’s in a November practice or in the State championship game. It
could be by showing humility after a comfortable victory or showing an opponent respect
after a close loss.  

How do we as coaches glorify God? We treat each each player with dignity and respect.
We diligently work to bring about improvement, intensity, and dedication on our teams.
We do our best to treat officials, opposing players, coaches, and fans with respect and
honor their efforts. (Cont. on page 4)
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"I am especially
grateful for our male

teachers and
coaches who are

working to grow men
of Godly character &

integrity."
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MCS Boys basketball team with two players and three coaches from Three Forks joining in prayer following their game on January 14. 

Kendal Walhof, Boys Basketball Assistant Coach



Student Work Spotlight: TFT in Action

Olivia Leep, Grade Nine
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Mark your calendars for this year's Spring Play! 20 high school students
are working together under the direction of Yvonne Kimm and Sydni
Taber to perform The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (dramatized by
Joseph Robinette from the original story by C.S. Lewis). Performances
will be March 24, 25, and 26. Watch for more information on how to get
your tickets!

High School Play
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Thank You, Little Eagles 
Sponsors!
After having to take last year off, we were thrilled to be
able to bring back the Little Eagles basketball program
this winter! The purpose of this program is to
introduce the game of basketball to our future Eagles.
Our goal is to have as many kids involved as possible,
while instilling Christian values during practice and
play. Score is kept during games, however, the
emphasis is on sportsmanship, participation, and
developing a knowledge of the rules and tactics. Thank
you to our volunteer coaches and the following
sponsors' generosity so we can keep this program free
of charge! 

It is hard to be an image reflector when it feels like you’re all alone. In Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, a man named Victor Frankenstein, has a passion for science. In his
experimentation he created a monster. When he discovered that his creation was alive, he got very scared and ran from it. A few weeks later he found out that his brother was
murdered and Victor discovered that it was his monster who had killed him! Upon this happening Victor goes into the mountains to clear his mind when he suddenly meets his
creation. Although the monster was guilty, he was sad and longing for someone to befriend him. “How can I move thee? Will no entreaties cause thee to turn a favorable eye upon
thy creature, who implores thy goodness and compassion? Believe me, Frankenstein, I was benevolent; my soul glowed with love and humanity; but I am not alone, miserably
alone? You, my creator, abhor me;” (Shelly 114). The monster has good intentions but it is nearly impossible for him to use those good intentions if he never had any role model. He
feels abandoned by his own creator. “Listen to my tale; when you have heard that, abandon or commiserate me, as you shall judge that I deserve” (Shelly 115). The monster feels
like his creator should have compassion on him for his behavior because he was abandoned and didn’t know any better. He even shows his creator how difficult it is to be alone.
“Everywhere I see bliss, from which I am irrevocably excluded” (Shelley 114). All he wants is someone to be there for him because everything is new to him and he is always
excluded. I believe that Victor Frankenstein is not an image reflector because of the way he treats his creation. I think the monster could’ve been a true image reflector if only his
creator would’ve been there for him. Because he had no direction or role model in his life, he had no knowledge between good and evil. As Christians, we need to be the opposite of
Victor in the way that he never cared for his poor lonely creation. We should do everything we can to look out for the people around us.

The School Board is very pleased to announce that Joel Westa has
accepted the position as our next Head of School. Joel’s vast experience
in leadership--with the military, as Superintendent of NorthPointe
Christian schools, and later as the President of Christian Schools
International--have prepared him to help shape how Manhattan
Christian will grow and remain a leader in Christian Education in the
Gallatin Valley and beyond.  

When the Search Committee began the search process, we knew that
God had ordained the person who would be our next leader. It was our
responsibility to listen to what God was saying to us. As we interviewed
Joel and got to know each other better, it became clear that Joel is that
person. We are humbled that God is bringing us someone who is so well
qualified and excited to be a part of our community. Please join us in
giving thanks to God.

Welcome, Joel Westa!

Rather than provide a lengthy
document of all of Joel’s
qualifications, we invite you to
listen to Joel talk about some of
his experiences in the podcast
entitled On B52s, Moose Hunting,
and the Challenges of Christian
Education (The Joseph Network:
Joel Westa: On B52s, moose-
hunting, and the challenge of
Christian education. on Apple
Podcasts). 

Churchill Equipment 
Amsterdam Enterprises

B-3 Custom Feeding
Spring Creek Farms

Great Western Insulation
Manhattan Bank

Leep Hay & Grain
North Grounds Property Maintenance

R&R Taylor Construction
Wild Embers Medical Spa

Montana Corn Maze
CDS Engineering 

Aspire CPAs
Fairway Independent Mortgage

Schutter Seed Potatoes

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/joel-westa-on-b52s-moose-hunting-and-the/id1451896123?i=1000457444437


Mali Kamerman, January
Congratulations to January Student
of the Month, Mali Kamerman! Mali
has been a MC lifer, beginning her
time here in preschool. "I've really
enjoyed the Christian perspective
here. That, and the encouragement
that the teachers give us students
both in and out of school. Mali has 
participated in basketball and cross country. "I really enjoyed running
for Manhattan Christian and being on a team where everyone is
supportive and wants the best for each other." After graduation this
May, Mali hopes to attend Calvin University in Michigan and major in
pediatric nursing. According to her teachers, "Mali always has a
positive outlook and a good attitude. Her cheery nature has a positive
influence and is an encouragement to those around her. She is not
afraid of a challenge and works hard to accomplish her goals both
inside and outside of the classroom. She is dedicated and
hardworking; an all around great student." Congratulations, Mali! 
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Students Outside the Classroom:
Molly Hubner, The Nutcracker

We have seen so many wonderful benefits for her through
ballet and she is almost always dancing at home. One of the
most anticipated parts of ballet is being able to perform on
stage, and the privilege of being in the Nutcracker is
definitely a highlight for all involved. On September 11, Molly
joined a large group of dancers in one of four auditions for a
part in this year's Nutcracker Ballet. She had participated in
the last Nutcracker as a Sister Mouse, which was a small
beginner part. 

This time, she was hoping for a part as a Rat so that she
could fight in the big Battle Scene between the Nutcracker
and his soldiers and the Rat Queen and her Army. After
waiting anxiously that next week, she was chosen for just
that part! This was a much larger part and required a big
commitment of time for rehearsals. For the next 2 months,
Molly attended extra rehearsals to learn her part well. The
first time they put the rats and soldiers together was an
exciting night!  

The week leading up to performance weekend was full of
long rehearsals nightly. The excitement of being on the
actual stage and seeing the professional guest artists and all
the costumes made it so much fun though. As I watched her
do the long rehearsals every night, willingly give it her all in a
warm-up class with much more experienced dancers that
was over her head, handle her costume properly, get herself
to and from the stage on time and in the right place without
help and do 3 flawless performances; it hit me what a big
deal this really was. Molly didn't let Down syndrome stop her
from performing just like the other dancers of various levels,
and she did it all without any extra help or direction. Ballet
has been and continues to be a huge blessing for Molly and
we are excited to see what she is able to accomplish in the
future.
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Rotary Students of the Month 

Cody Hager, February
Congratulations to February

Student of the Month, Cody Hager!
Cody has, too, been at Manhattan
Christian since preschool. During
his time here, he has participated

in cross country, golf, and
basketball. He noted that his cross

country memories will be his
favorite thing to take with him after he leaves Manhattan Christian. 

 Next year, Cody plans to attend Montana State University to major in
computer science. His teachers and coaches noted that Cody is quiet,
but always respectful and incredibly hard working. Congratulations to

you, Cody, and best of luck after graduation!

Molly Hubner, Manhattan Christian sixth grader, started ballet 6
years ago with Montana Ballet Company. In the beginning she was
part of an amazing program, Adaptive Dance, that originated from
the Boston Ballet specifically for dancers with Down syndrome. As
Molly developed a love of ballet, she was quickly able to move into a
regular class and has progressed with the other dancers for the last 5
years. 

By Katrina Hubner
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Basketball Reminder/ from page 1
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We lead, discipline, encourage, and correct our players in the game of basketball and in the game of life. We maintain a line of
communication with our players and respect their effort and determination. We support the principles of Manhattan Christian School.
We strongly promote academic success as well as athletic success. We show more interest in your child being successful in life and in
their walk with the Lord than successful in basketball. 

How can parents direct others toward Christ? They encourage their son or daughter. They focus on ways they can help the team,
regardless of playing time. They cheer everybody on the team, not just their child. They are good listeners and great encouragers. They
support the coaches instead of tearing them down. They thank and appreciate game officials for their willingness to serve even if they
don’t appreciate the quality of the officiating. 

How can fans direct others toward Christ? Break down barriers that may have been created between our community and our
opponents’ fan base. Develop relationships and complement opponents. Start a conversation with someone from a visiting team,
someone you’ve never met before. Be positive. Model appropriate behavior. Be welcoming and hospitable to those entering our
amazing athletic complex and if you’re at another facility, clean up your area before heading home.

As Christians, we are not doing this to draw attention to ourselves. We want to be a light on the Hill so that it draws others to the body
of Christ. We have a tremendous opportunity as a community to show Christ’s love to others. Let’s work together to do this as a
community that loves the game of basketball. 

Preschool Registration 
Our preschool aims to provide a secure and loving environment to help children develop a sense of wonder and appreciation for God's
creation. There are three four-year-old class options and one for three-year-olds. More preschool registration information for the fall
of 2022 will be available through the MCS office and on our website at the beginning of March. Completed registration forms will be
accepted at the school office at 8am on Monday, March 21. Class sizes are limited, so prompt registration is recommended. Please
email our admissions director, Gloria Veltkamp, at admissions@manhattanchristian.org if you have any questions or if you would like to
schedule a tour. 

Welcome, Baby Eagles!

Join us in congratulating Annie
and Brad Moss! The couple
welcomed Miles Tucker Moss
on December 3, 2021. He was
born on his due date weighing 8

lbs. 

Hannah Brouwer and her
husband, Neil, welcomed Andi
Marie on January 12, 2022.
Andi joins big sister, Bria.
Congratulations, Brouwers! 

Speech and Drama
A huge congratulations to the Manhattan-Manhattan Christian co-op Speech and
Debate team for placing third at the Divisional Meet in January! Cavan Visser
(informative speaking), Kaitlyn Scott, Benjamin Kimm (impromptu speaking), and Clark
Venhuizen (spontaneous oral interpretation) participated and represented our school
well. 

Kaitlyn Scott placed second at Divisionals in Informative Speaking and advanced to the
State meet in Huntley Project. There, she placed third overall in her event. Read more
about Kaitlyn's State experience in the March Connections next month!
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Coach'sCoach'sCoach's   
CornerCornerCorner

ALUMNIALUMNI
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Emma (Adams, Class of 2017) Lehr
was married to Tanner Lehr on
August 1, 2020. She graduated

from Montana Western in May of
2021. Emma and her husband

moved to Newburgh, Oregon in the
summer of 2021. Her husband is

studying at George Fox to get his
doctorate in Physical Therapy. 

Emma is working as a Pharmacy
Tech and working on her national

Pharmacy Tech licensure. The
couple hopes to return to Montana
in a few years when Tanner is done

with school.
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The Middle School Girls Basketball season
kicked off on January 3rd, with five 7th graders

and six 8th graders combined into one team.
This year we are focusing on basic

fundamentals to help each girl build a strong
foundation of basketball skills. We talk a lot

about how the one thing each player has
complete control over is the amount of effort

they put forth, and our goal is to always be the
hardest working team on the court. We have

faced several very tough opponents so far, and
in every game our girls have learned and

improved. The 7th graders have been
especially flexible, as they play some games

with the 8th graders and some games with the
6th graders, who have also been having an

outstanding season of their own. It has been
such a joy to see the girls grow as they step

into their roles on the team, and we are looking
forward to the second half of the season! 

Whitney Lott

Twice Treasured Thrift Store
Our normal donation hours are Monday through Friday from 10am until 2pm. If you
are bringing in large donations, please call beforehand to make sure we have enough
staff to process. We are still desperately searching to hire more help, any days and
times are available, but Saturdays are currently our biggest need. Some other areas in
which we need help are at the front counter (very easy to learn), processing linens
(beginning in January), and looking up vintage piece values. If you are interested in
becoming a part of our team, call (406) 640-2505. Thank you!

Alumni Information 
We are working to keep our alumni records updated and accurate.
Alumni, would you take 60 seconds to fill out the survey on our website? 
Visit https://www.manhattanchristian.org/alumni/update.cfm 
Scan the QR code to access the survey directly. Thank you!

Art Room Happenings
The Art Department is looking for a few people to form a committee to promote the
visual arts of Manhattan Christian School. A few things we hope to begin with:
updating the MCS Art Gallery located in the school foyer, as well as have entire
classes create works of art for the Tulip Mania Auction and Harvest Festival. These are
just a few examples; we're looking for people with great ideas and people who like to
create things too!  We will meet Monday, February 21 at 6pm in the art room. 

There is still room to join the 2023 trip to Dublin, London, and Paris! If you are
interested, please join us on Tuesday, March 1 at 6pm in the art room, or if have
questions, contact Kelly Swanson via email (kswanson@manhattanchristian.org) or
call the school at (406) 282-7261. 

SCRIP Tips
Purchase gift cards, either physical cards or ecards at face value. For each brand, there
is an assigned rebate ranging from 2-16%; half that rebate goes to MCS, and you
receive the other half toward your tuition credit! Download the RaiseRight app or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com. Use enrollment code 32BCA8D91954. Contact Arlene Roberts
at arleneroberts11@gmail.com for more information about the SCRIP program.

Welcome, Second Semester New Families!
Sierra Breidenbach (grade 7) and parents Lucas and Amy Sobeck
Nolan Street (grade 10) and parents Dustin and Kimberly Street

Spring Break is Coming!
Just a reminder that there will be no school March 14-18. Please enjoy a safe and
relaxing spring break! Our offices will be closed during this time. School will resume
on Monday, March 21. 

Association Meeting: February 16
The School Board has scheduled a special Association meeting to be held on
Wednesday, February 16 at 7pm in the Eagle gym. The meeting is being called to
introduce Joel Westa, our new Head of School, to update you on progress with the
elementary expansion building project, and to seek Association approval for the
purchase of 3.75 acres of land directly north of the school. We would encourage as
many of you as possible to help us welcome Joel and to make an important decision
about the future of our school.



Thank you to the 24 new members in
2021 who joined us in our mission!

Thank you to those who created new
annuities totaling more than $85,000
and for the cash gifts and memorials

totaling more than $97,000!
 

 

Once again, we have received a number of
memorials and estate gifts. What a blessing!
Thank you for remembering and supporting

our mission. 
God has blessed us in 2021!

 

Your Foundation Board 
John Schutter 
Darin Hoekema

Bill Kimm
Don Vaniman 

Lauralee Malinauskas
Gary Dykstra

 
Thanks to Jim Soft and Layne Hoekema (Ronald Blue Trust) for

their capable advice and management of our funds. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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Join Us in the New Year!



Kelley Halle, Sales Associate, CRS®, GRI®, ABR®
Office: 406.282.7113  |  Mobile: 406.581.3144

Email: kelley.halle@bhhsmt.com  |  bhhsmt.com/kelley-halle
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite A  |  Bozeman, MT 59715

 
BOZEMAN (406) 587-4455 | BILLINGS (406) 252-0055 

215 Haggerty Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
www.terrellsoffice.com
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Justin Fehsal 
170 Travis Way, Manhattan, MT (406) 284-9985/(406) 581-8765

justin@dsm.deals



7-10 8th Grade Expedition: Yellowstone
16 Association Meeting 
17-19 District Basketball 
18 Elementary End of T2
24-26 Divisional Basketball

Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights
February

Please consider joining us on 

February 16
 for the Association Meeting!

March
3 Ski PE for 4th and 5th Grade
9-12 State Basketball
14-18 No School; Spring Break
24-26 HS Spring Play
25 End of Q3
29 ACT Testing 


