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Congratulations, Class of 2022!

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you." James 1:2-5

Eighth Grade Class of 2022

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for
the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity. 1 Timothy 4:12



J U N E  2 0 2 2

2

Coach Laura Arthun
Our 2022 Track Season has come to a close, and we are so grateful to have shared such an incredible season together, placing second at
State for both the Men’s and Women’s teams. To my recollection, it was the first year that the Men’s team roster outnumbered the
Women’s team roster. We had 20 male athletes and 11 female athletes come out to participate in track and field for the 2022 season. A
large part of our success on the men’s side, was definitely due to the increased number of athletes contributing to our team’s overall
success. It was so encouraging to have such a large team warming up to compete compared with some of the dwindling numbers in
other Class C schools.   

One of the topics we discussed toward the end of this season was the topic of TEAM, and what it means to be selfless in regards to our
sport, and putting each other first in events that we get to share victory in, like our relay teams. Manhattan Christian has had a very
successful year in team sports, and we wanted to recognize that many of the athletes that came out to participate were involved in
other sports as well. All athletes have their “favorite” sport. For some, it is basketball, volleyball, or football, and for others it may be
track or cross country. The point is that it takes many other athletes to volunteer to compete on our favorite team sport to have
competitive teams as a whole throughout the season. If our individual athletes choose only to compete in the sport they personally
value the most, and devote all their time to it alone, we won’t be able to compete for as many State Championships as a whole. The
definition of team has always been well suited as an acronym. T.E.A.M= Together. Everyone. Accomplishes. Much. Track is certainly no
different. The acronym embodies our success this season. We had many new and returning athletes out supporting each other to make
our moment on the podium together possible. I am always so excited to see our athletes putting each other before themselves in this
regard! One of our goals as followers of Christ is to follow biblical principles like Phillipians 2:3-4: “Instead of being motivated by selfish
ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility, be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself. Each of you should
be concerned not only about your own interests, but the interest of others as well.” In our present culture, we are all struggling to abide
by the wisdom in these words. May our student-athletes continue to strive toward this kind of excellence.

I know that I speak for the entire coaching staff when I say how proud we are of the effort and accomplishments that our Eagles had
this season! It was a year of firsts in many regards for them individually and as a team. We finished the season with 8 State Track event
champions, 5 runner up’s and 7 additional state placers. To top it off, 4 school records were broken, and we came home with 2 State
Runner-up trophies! To God be the glory! May we continue to support each other, as we look beyond the end of one season and toward
the beginning of another.  

2022 Track Season: Girls' and Boys' Second Place State Finish

Boys and Girls State Golf Champions 
Coach Tom Hubers
2022 State Golf in Sidney was a roller coaster of a ride! The golf course was challenging with a lot of penalty areas and the winds
added an extra level of difficulty. Ultimately, both teams came out as champions with a slim margin of victory! We as coaches, are very
proud of the boys and girls golfers this year and what they accomplished. 

Left: Coach Hubers and Coach Ruffatto with the boys and girls golf teams with their first place trophies. 
Right: Coach Germann, Coach Rudd, and the boys and girls track teams with their second place trophies. 



Our High School Choir students had the opportunity to go on tour to
Dordt University in Sioux Center, Iowa. We first visited Unity Christian
School in Orange City, and sang with their choir under their director Tim
Van Voorst. They are also a Teaching for Transformation school, so it was
interesting to see how they are using this framework in their classrooms
and to be able to connect with them through it. Then we arrived on Dordt
campus and were given a tour by MCS alum, Eliana Kuperus. The next day
began a full day of the Dordt High School Choral Festival. We were one of
16 high schools from 12 different states that joined together to sing at this
festival. Each individual choir sang for a group of three clinicians
including MCS alum, Ryan Smit, the Director of Choral Activities. Two of
our students, Grace Aamot and Cavan Visser, were part of the Future
Music Educators program at the festival, which meant that they were able
to give their own verbal comments to some of the other choirs that
performed later in the day. They also received a special luncheon and
certificates for their participation in the program.

The most poignant part of the entire trip was when all 650 of these high
school students joined the Dordt Choir members to form a mass choir of
750, an incredible sound. They were given the honor to perform the world
premiere of Elaine Hagenberg’s “My Song in the Night,” and she was able
to rehearse and conduct the piece for them, which was such a unique
opportunity. The evening ended with the mass choir being joined by the
Dordt Wind Symphony to perform The Battle Hymn of the Republic,
complete with piccolo, harp, string bass, just about every instrument you
can think of. It was truly spectacular.

The return trip was more harrowing than we expected, and we ended up
getting stranded in Rapid City, South Dakota for almost 24 hours due to
the blizzard that hit us. We made the most of it, and were even able to do
an escape room together, which was a great bonding experience. The
students had a great attitude about it throughout, I could not have chosen
a better group to bring on this trip. Thank you Olivia Leep, Sam Veltkamp,
Baylee Roberts, Kaitlyn Scott, Kyanna Hoekema, Grace Aamot, Cavan
Visser, and our amazing chaperone, Melissa Visser!
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Dordt Choir Tour

OurOurOur   
NewestNewestNewest
AlumniAlumniAlumni

Our 2022 senior class was awarded
over $376,220 in scholarships. 

Here's where they're off to next: 
 

Sam Carlson
Montana State University, General Studies

Tori Cook
Montana State University (Honors College),

Business Finance
Connor Flikema

Montana State University, Veterinarian School
Tenley Flikkema

Entering the Workforce
Cody Hager

Montana State University, Computer Science
Adriana Kamerman

Montana State University, Dental Hygienist
Malaya Kamerman

Evan School of Cosmetology
Mali Kamerman

Calvin College, Nursing
Hope Kenney

Colby University, General Studies 
Willem Kimm

Dordt University, Business Management
Jackson Leep

Montana State University, Ag Business
Logan Leep

Entering the Workforce
Josiah Oswell

Electrician Apprenticeship
Palden Schmieding

Montana State University,
Film/Cinematography

Landon Scott
Grand Canyon University, Biomedical

Engineering
Hailey VanDyken

Northwestern, Pre-Med/Pediatrics
Kiersten VanKirk

Boise State, Business Management/ Marketing
Ethan Venema

Montana State University, General Studies
Natalie Walhof

Colorado Christian University, Nursing
 

If you have a student interested
in joining us in the choir next
year, scan the QR code to

check out this video made by
Jewelieanne Nelson.



Lindsee VanDyke & Malaya Kamerman: Bronze medal in the high school division
Nikki VanDyken & Kyanna Hoekema: Gold medal in the upper middle school division
Molly Hubner & Emily Straatman: Gold medal in the middle school division

Lindsee VanDyke:
Softball Throw: Gold
50 M Dash: Silver

Nikki VanDyken:
100 M Walk: Gold
Standing Long Jump: Silver

Molly Hubner:
50 M Dash: Gold
Standing Long Jump: Gold

This Special Olympics pledge was read aloud by more than 400 athletes at the regional games located at Montana State University on
May 20. It was the first time in more than two years that Special Olympic athletes were able to join together and compete in person.

The event was held in the Brick Breedan fieldhouse and the stands were full of athletes and their unified partners being cheered on by
family and friends. Manhattan Christian team, coached by Jen Scott and Stephanie Hoekema, sent three athletes and three unified
partners to compete. They competed in the doubles bocce ball competition.

Our team came home with some medals to be proud of!

Our Special Olympic athletes were then able to compete in the state games which remained a virtual event. We’ve been practicing long
and hard in track & field and our scores were sent in to compete with other athletes across the state. Our state scores were amazing!

I am so proud of these athletes and their unified partners! The weather gave us many poor practice conditions, but they persevered
through and always with a smile. The laughter and smiles at the regional games were contagious and as the torch of hope was carried
in by the sheriff department, there were many tears of gratitude and happiness. To GOD be the GLORY!
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Special Olympics
By Stephanie Hoekema

“Let me win, but if I can not win, let me be brave in the attempt!”
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Natalie Walhof
As I was writing this speech, a
certain verse continued to come to
my mind. Proverbs 14:23 says, "All
hard work brings profit." I began to
consider the profit that the Class
of 2022 has seen and what true
profit is. There has been profit
through the hard work of the class
of 2022, the dedication of the MC 
teachers and staff, and the help of all our many supporters...I want to
make clear that true profit is not selfish gain. Matthew 6:19-21 says,
"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven...For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also." When I refer to profit, I am talking about
bringing glory to the Lord through advancing His kingdom,
developing Christlike character, and experiencing his goodness.
There are endless ways that the Class of 2022 has been blessed to see
true profit. One of the largest celebrations today is the academic
growth of the Class of 2022. If you are wondering why we are all so
smart, it's because we were a part of a scientific study in the second
grade conducted by MSU where we spent time with electrodes
connected to our heads or lights flashing in our eyes. This was
supposed to turn us into the most brilliant people in the world. I'll let
you decide if it worked. In actuality, the wonderful teachers at
Manhattan Christian deserve the credit for our academic
achievements. Kim Adams, Sydni Taber, and Kim VanderArk taught us
how to effectively put our words into writing to share our ideas with
the world. Nathan TeSlaa gave us the tools we need to view our
confusing world with a Christian perspective and how to make wise,
educated decisions. Jill Ayers gave us practical but crucial information
about how to be asset managers for the Lord. I'm very thankful that I
won't have to call home and ask my dad how to do my taxes. Kristin
TeSlaa amazed us by explaining the unique, complex beauty of the
human body. Madeline Kamps taught us how to communicate in
different languages and appreciate cultures other than our own. Bree
Leep gave us a glimpse into the absolute power and organization that
our God has designed the world with. Every single day we would blow
something up or make concoctions all in the name of science. Kelly
Swanson, Daniel Chausse, and Joe Sutton taught us how to use
imagination and creativity to display beauty in praise to our Creator.
Jeff Bellach gave us tools to take care of our bodies so we can be
healthy and active. Kurt Kimm taught us how to confidently solve
problems that don't have a clear path to a solution. While I definitely
don't plan on taking any more math classes in my life, I will continue
to approach problems with the patterns I learned from him. To all the
teachers and staff at Manhattan Christian, thank you for preparing us
to be educated, brave adults in the world. 

Hear and view Natalie's whole speech on our Facebook page.

From Your 2022 Valedictorian 

We can't begin to thank Brenda Flikkema for her service in
serving our students in the cafeteria for the last twenty
years. She will be sorely missed as we continue our search
for our next Food Service Manager. With her, also retiring
are Muriel Koenes and Bonnie Alberda. Over the last few
weeks of school, our students poured their gratitude to
these amazing women! 

Thank you, Lunch Team!

Grandparent's Day!
What a blessing it was to have so many of you join us on
Grandparent's Day! Students love to show special guests
their day-to-day activities. We shared fun classroom
activities and projects, enjoyed a delicious pulled-pork lunch
together, and students showed off their art displayed at the
2022 Art Show!

To Our Staff Members Moving On

Sarah VanGelder, Preschool
Jean Selles, Preschool
Rachel Wied, Kindergarten
Sue Visser, Kingergarten
Jeff Bellach, Athletic Director and PE Teacher
Janice Kamps, Resource Room
Tim Visser, Superintendent 

Thank you to the following people for their service to
Manhattan Christian School over the years. We say goodbye
to the following members of our team: 



Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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The Gift That Costs Little to Give
Charitable Deferred Payment Gift Annuity

 

Ken and Barbie, ages 53 and 46
5% Stretch-Out Deferred Payment Gift Annuity 

Cash-funded $10,000 DPGA commencing ages 73 and 76
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           

Your tax savings could be even larger depending on 
your age and selected maturity dates!

 

*The actual federal deduction of $9,308 must be reduced by the $3,723 METC claimed. 

A MCSF Annuity guarantees tax and income advantages to you during your lifetime(s). First, you receive an immediate, one-
time tax deduction for federal income tax purposes and a Montana State income tax credit up to $10,000! 

Second, you receive a generous fixed income for life. It can be deferred to increase the deduction and your payment rate is
based on age and is fixed for life! If funded with cash, a significant portion of that income is TAX FREE. 

Lastly, if the annuity is funded with appreciated assets, the capital gains tax issue is significantly minimized. Contact Ron
Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any questions or for more information. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

$1,596
$2902
$398
$4,896
$4,896

Federal Tax Savings (22% x $7,256 federal deduction) 
State Tax Credit (40% of actual federal deduction) 
Avoidance of Capital Gain (19.9% x 2,000)
Annuity funded with $10,000 securities with $8,000 cost basis
Total Tax Savings: 
The "cost" of creating a $10,000 MCSF Endowment: 

Give in taxes or give to MCS Foundation!
Help MCS with the savings and plan your future



Kelley Halle, Sales Associate, CRS®, GRI®, ABR®
Office: 406.282.7113  |  Mobile: 406.581.3144

Email: kelley.halle@bhhsmt.com  |  bhhsmt.com/kelley-halle
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite A  |  Bozeman, MT 59715

 
BOZEMAN (406) 587-4455 | BILLINGS (406) 252-0055 

215 Haggerty Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
www.terrellsoffice.com
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Justin Fehsal 
170 Travis Way, Manhattan, MT (406) 284-9985/(406) 581-8765

justin@dsm.deals



Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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