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"The staff and
teachers truly do

have the best
interest in mind
for the students'

futures."
March
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UNDEFEATED STATE CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to our Varsity Boys basketball team and coaches on their undefeated
state championship title! More on both the girls' and boys' basketball seasons next month
in the April Connections. Well done, athletes!



We were thrilled to see so many familiar faces
join us over our alumni weekend in February! 

Over 100 alumni were present to watch our
high school basketball teams compete against
Ennis, fellowship with other alumni, enjoy free
popcorn, and browse through old yearbooks
and class photos. Thank you to those of you
who stopped by our alumni table to update
your information; this really helps us keep
alumni records accurate! 

In the future, we would love to expand this
event to include more opportunities for alumni
to participate, especially for our women alumni.

Our alumni basketball players had a great time!
What fun the community had getting a chance
to watch some of MC's best athletes play
together again! 

(BR) Sam Leep, Jonathan Schutter, Darin
Hoekema, Ryan Busch, Skyler Dyksterhouse,
Robert Flikkema, Brett Heidema, Jason Kimm,
Kendal Asher, Brad Kamps, Mark Kimm, Tyler
Kamps, Travis DeHaan, (FR) Jake Leep, Parker
Dyksterhouse, Chase Dyksterhouse, Jake
VanDam, Kendal Walhof, Mark Eekhoff, Kurt
Kimm
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Alumni Weekend Recap
 My name is Kaitlyn Scott. This year, I had another opportunity to be a part of
the Manhattan High School Speech and Debate team. The season began on
October fourth and ended on January twenty-ninth. The coaches are so helpful,
and the team was so much fun to be around! I really enjoyed being with my
teammates, not only from Manhattan Christian, but from Manhattan as well.
Each one of these kids are extremely talented, and being able to see their
creativity is absolutely amazing! Ben Kimm, Clark Venhuizen, and Cavan Visser
all joined me this year from our school. Ben and Clark decided to start with
debate, and later switched part way through the season, Ben chose impromptu,
and Clark chose spontaneous oral interpretation. Cavan Visser chose to do an
informative about the Civil War. Each of them did such an awesome job this
season, and I am proud of them for going out and trying something new.

Once again, I chose to do an Informative speech. For this event, I need to pick
my own topic, and write my own speech about the information I got from my
sources. This year, I wrote a speech about the Holocaust, and more specifically
about a woman who impacted the lives of thousands of Jewish children. Her
name was Irena Sendler, and she rescued the lives of over 2,500 Jewish children.
Before the season even started, I was so excited to share her story. I did
extensive research to learn about her life, the many difficulties she overcame,
and how her story had been discovered. When the first draft of my speech was
finished, it had a time of twelve minutes. I had to fix this because my time for my
speech is 8-10 minutes (with a 30 second grace period). When I gave my first
speech in Billings, my time was about eleven minutes, without boards, and I was
able to place seventh with AA and A schools. As the season continued, I was able
to lower my time down to ten minutes or below. Cutting parts out of my speech
was probably one of the hardest things I had to do because each part of her
story was important to my speech and important to me, but I did it.

Throughout the rest of my season, my time continued to go down, and stayed
around 9:40. The Divisional Meet was exciting. I knew who my competition was,
and an idea of how the day would go. When the meet ended, I had placed
second, and divisional meet champion was a speech about opera that I had been
competing against all season. The State Meet was definitely more nerve racking.
I had no idea who I was competing against, and I didn’t know what their
speeches would be about. The first speech I heard at state was about cryonics. It
was very interesting, and fun to learn about-this person took second. Anyway,
State had a total of six rounds for me. There were three rounds on Friday, and
one guaranteed on Saturday. When I found out I had made it to both Semis and
Finals, I was so excited! The adrenaline from talking can be crazy. I took a
breath, and headed to my rounds. Public speaking is a draining event, and trying
to keep energy high can be difficult. But I was focused, and after my sixth round
was finished, all I could do was wait, and that was hard! Anytime we thought
awards were going to start, another announcement had to be made. But when
they called Informative up to the podium, my heart was racing, and there was no
way I could tell what place I would get. As they called, eighth place, seventh
place, etc. the smile grew wider on my face, and when I heard my name after
third place, I was so happy!  (Continued pg. 4)

Kaitlyn Scott, State Speech & Drama
By Gloria Veltkamp, MCS Admissions

If you were unable to attend Alumni Weekend or
missed a chance to update your info, scan the
QR code or visit our website to keep us in the
loop!

Thank you, 
alumni!



Tori Cook, March
Congratulations to March Student
of the Month, Tori Cook! Tori has
been at Manhattan Christian
School since her freshman year.
Throughout her time her, Tori has
especially excelled through her
role on the golf team. Last spring,
she helped our girls' team win the 
state title and placed fifth overall individually. Some of Tori's other
favorite parts about attending Manhattan Christian have been the
friends made and being able to attend sporting events to cheer on her
classmates. Next year, Tori hopes to attend Montana State University
and major in business finance. Congratulations to you, Tori. Have a
great senior golf season! 
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Students Outside the Classroom:
Women's Festival

After submitting an audio recording to the 2022 Ryan
Anthony Memorial Trumpet Competition, MCS Junior
Nathan Adams has received The International Trumpet Guild
Scholarship and will attend a five-day ITG Conference in San
Antonio, Texas. Congratulations, Nathan!
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Rotary Student of the Month 

On February 6th and 7th, Grace Aamot, Kaitlyn Scott, and Kyanna
Hoekema joined over a hundred other young singers for a Women's
Vocal Festival at MSU. They worked with Dr. Mary Hopper, a choir
professor of 43 years at Wheaton College, and former president of
the American Choral Directors Association, and created some truly
lovely music together. Our students said that they learned a lot, made
new friends, and had a wonderful time making music in a large choir,
which we don't often get the opportunity to do. Next year will be the
Men's Vocal Festival over the same weekend. 

MCS Alum, Genevieve Morrison; Kaitlyn Scott; Grace Aamot; Kyanna Hoekema

Mr. Chaussé, Dr. Mary Hopper, and the girls

International Trumpet Guild 

Natalie Walhof: Senior Project
My name is Natalie Walhof and I am a Senior at Manhattan
Christian School. For my Senior Project I am organizing a
Preemie Clothing Drive to help families in need who have
babies in the NICU (Neonatal Intensive Care Unit). This drive
aims to support families who are unprepared for NICU life,
dealing with teenage parenthood, or struggling with disabled
preemies. These families need people to stand with them
during their time of need and show them the love of Christ.
Please email me at nwalhof2022@manhattanchristian.org
with questions or more information. Thank you for your
support! 

8th Grade Expedition: Yellowstone
After having to take last year off, our eighth grade crew was
thrilled to be able to adventure again this year for their
annual Expedition: Yellowstone! 
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Kaitlyn Scott/ from page 2
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The work I had done, getting up for the bus at 3:15 am, and the competitions I had done all paid off, and the feeling of accomplishment
was so good. Being able to hold your speech in your hand, and being able to say “hey, I did that” is one of the best feelings I have had.
 Speech and Debate is an amazing way to learn how to public speak while still having fun. I really enjoyed meeting new people, and the
games we played were so much fun! While waiting for rounds, it can sometimes be an hour, and kids from different schools would
circle up and play mafia, or volleyball, or dance. No one was on their phones. This is an amazing experience for a life skill while still
having fun. I remember, I was waiting to see if I had made it to Semi-finals, and people were playing a game, so I joined to get my focus
off of my nerves. When I walked down the steps to the gym floor, I didn’t quite realize what I was getting myself into. They were
playing a game called The Pterodactyl Game, and you have to make noises like a Pterodactyl. I couldn’t stop laughing. I have had so
much fun this year, and cannot wait to start preparing my piece for next year. 

Waking up early isn’t ideal on a Saturday morning, I know. But each moment of every competition was worth it, especially the
relationships you are able to build with others from around the state. The piece that got first at state-the one about opera- had
actually been my biggest competitor all season long. But by the end of the season, she had also become a really good friend. I want to
encourage high school students to participate. The memories, and friendships are fantastic, and every minute of it was great! The
support I have had from the community, teachers, and my family is incredible, and I want to say thank you. Speech and Debate is
important to me, and it is such a blessing that I have this opportunity and people to support me.

I have talked about my speech quite a bit, and I would like to include an excerpt of it because the story of Irena Sendler, is an important
one, and everyone needs to know the true meaning of a hero, and what this woman went through to become one.

“As each day passed, the work of Zegota became more difficult and more dangerous. Deportations had begun, and every morning red flyers
would be posted with names of executions from the day before. On the night of October 20, 1943, the door to Irena’s apartment was busted
open and the Gestapo flooded into her home. Her room was searched, beds ripped apart, floors torn up and mirrors broken. After they
found nothing to their satisfaction, she was arrested and taken to Pawiak Prison for cruel interrogation. When she arrived, she was
immediately taken to Szucha #25, which was a torture room. After she arrived, and had gone through her first day of torture, she was
moved out into Serbia #3, which was an 8x12 foot, windowless cell that she had to share with seven other women. 
 Her life in Pawiak was miserable, and all the prisoners lived their daily lives in fear. Fear of disease, fear of being torn from their family,
fear of not waking up in the morning, and wondering if they would survive the next day. Their toilets were several humiliating public
cement holes, the prisoners were crammed into small cells, and they were all given jobs that had to be done to perfection. Irena was given a
job in laundry. This was a miserable job for her because her whipped, beaten, bloodied legs would get clotted to her uniform, and she had to
stand for hours and with legs so swollen, she used the sink to support herself. One morning, an angry German officer burst into the
laundry room upset with how his clothes were being cleaned. All the women in the laundry were called to the courtyard. Every other name
was called to step back. Irena’s heart raced. Was this the moment? Would she be shot in this place at this time? In the next few seconds,
those who had stepped back were shot and killed. Irena was not one of them…"

Preschool Registration 
Preschool registration information for the fall of 2022 is now available through the MCS office and on our website. There are three
four-year-old class options and one for three-year-olds. Completed registration forms are now being accepted at the main office.
Class sizes are limited, so prompt registration is recommended. Please email our admissions director, Gloria Veltkamp, at
admissions@manhattanchristian.org if you have any questions or if you would like to schedule a tour. 

Preschool Goals
Provide a safe and loving environment, develop a sense of wonder and appreciation for
God's creation, develop an assurance for God's love for each child, establish a sense of
social responsibility, encourage cooperation and sensitivity to others, enhance each child's
ability to express ideas and emotions, gradually develop readiness skills for listening and

good work habits.  
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Coach'sCoach'sCoach's   
CornerCornerCorner

ALUMNIALUMNI
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Hailey Kassity (2018) has paved an

untraditional path for herself since graduating
from MCS. She started her first year of college
at Belmont University in Nashville, TN studying
Political Science. After just one semester, she

moved back to Bozeman and changed her
major to exercise science and continued her

studies until the fall of 2021 when she began to
pursue other goals. Following Covid shutdowns

in 2020, Hailey and her mom bought Club
Pilates Bozeman--Hailey's place of work during
her senior year of high school. Getting certified
to teach Pilates was her senior project at MCS,

which has proven to be instrumental in her
most recent endeavor: Online Fitness Coaching.
For the last six months, Hailey has been taking

online clients with her fitness coaching business:
helping people reach their fitness and nutrition

goals via zoom, personalized programs, and
even her own mobile app. She was recently
engaged to Vale May, a Heritage Christian
School graduate, and the couple plans to

marry in 2022. 
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The Manhattan-Manhattan Christian Speech
Team had an amazing season this year. Our
team highlights include winning the Billings
Invitational, placing 3rd at Divisionals, and

placing 4th at State as well as the individual
success that each of them had. Competitive

speech requires competitors to master the art
of speaking, researching, writing, as well as

conquering the fear of public speaking. I was
truly impressed this season with how well our

team was able to do this. It has been an
absolute pleasure coaching these competitors

this year. I am so proud of the work that
Benjamin, Clark, Cavan, and Kaitlyn did this

season. Their hard work and dedication
allowed our team to be successful this year. 

Manhattan Public School 
Speech and Drama Coach, Julie Frank

Twice Treasured Thrift Store

SCRIP Tips
Purchase gift cards, either physical cards or ecards at face value. For each brand, there
is an assigned rebate ranging from 2-16%; half that rebate goes to MCS, and you
receive the other half toward your tuition credit! Download the RaiseRight app or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com. Use enrollment code 32BCA8D91954. Contact Arlene Roberts
at arleneroberts11@gmail.com for more information about the SCRIP program.

Welcome, Second Semester New Families!
Fynn Peters (grade 3) and parents Sean and Mariah Peters
Ian McDonnell (grade 9) and parents John McDonnell and Christene Johnson

2022 Association Meeting 
Thank you to those of you who joined us for the Association Meeting last month. We
had over 100 people in attendance and 33 new members! The vote was 104 to 13 in
favor of the Board's decision to purchase the land north of the school. As for the pizza
party incentive offered to grades K-12 to invite friends and family, the fourth grade
came out victorious, barely edging out the fifth grade! They wanted to say thank you
to all who attended and helped them earn their party!

Our normal donation hours are Monday through Friday from 10am until 2pm. If you
are bringing in large donations, please call beforehand to make sure we have enough
staff to process. We are still desperately searching to hire more help, any days and
times are available, but Saturdays are currently our biggest need. Some other areas in
which we need help are at the front counter (very easy to learn), processing linens
(beginning in January), and looking up vintage piece values. If you are interested in
becoming a part of our team, call (406) 640-2505. Thank you!

We want to extend a big thank you to all of our volunteers and employees. Pictured
below is our electrical appliance repair group. Every Wednesday, this crew shows up
to repair lights, coffee makers, frying pans, and electrical toys of all sorts. Vic (left) also
helps check and repair all the musical instruments that come in. 

Vic Veltkamp, Jack VanderMolen, John Westra, and Howard Walhof



Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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The Gift That Costs Little to Give
Charitable Deferred Payment Gift Annuity

 

Mr. & Mrs. Sample: Ages 44 and 45
5% Stretch-Out Deferred Payment Gift Annuity 

Cash-funded $10,000 DPGA commencing ages 86 & 87
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           

Your tax savings could be even larger depending on 
your age and selected maturity dates!

 

*The actual federal deduction of $9,308 must be reduced by the $3,723 METC claimed. 

A MCSF Annuity guarantees tax and income advantages to you during your lifetime(s). First, you receive an immediate, one-
time tax deduction for federal income tax purposes and a Montana State income tax credit up to $10,000! 

Second, you receive a generous fixed income for life. It can be deferred to increase the deduction and your payment rate is
based on age and is fixed for life! If funded with cash, a significant portion of that income is TAX FREE. 

Lastly, if the annuity is funded with appreciated assets, the capital gains tax issue is significantly minimized. Contact Ron
Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any questions or for more information. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

$1,229
$3,723*
$4,952

$5,048

Federal Tax Savings (22% x $5,585 federal deduction*) 
State Tax Credit (40% of actual federal deduction) 
Total Tax Savings: 

The "cost" of creating a $10,000 MCSF Endowment: 

Give in taxes or give to MCS Foundation!
Help MCS with the savings and plan your future



Kelley Halle, Sales Associate, CRS®, GRI®, ABR®
Office: 406.282.7113  |  Mobile: 406.581.3144

Email: kelley.halle@bhhsmt.com  |  bhhsmt.com/kelley-halle
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite A  |  Bozeman, MT 59715

 
BOZEMAN (406) 587-4455 | BILLINGS (406) 252-0055 

215 Haggerty Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
www.terrellsoffice.com
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Justin Fehsal 
170 Travis Way, Manhattan, MT (406) 284-9985/(406) 581-8765

justin@dsm.deals



Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights
April

1 Dutch Supper & Tulip Mania
8-9 District Music Festival
15-18 No School; Easter Break
20-24 MCS Choir Tour
30 Prom

March
21 Preschool Registration Forms Accepted
24-26 HS Spring Play
25 End of Q3
29 ACT Testing 

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!


