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Boys and Girls 2022 Cross Country
State Champions (Again!)
Lexi Glaus, Communications Director
Saturday, October 27 marked an exciting day for our boys and girls cross country teams. It
was a rainy and cold day in Missoula, but that didn't stop the Manhattan Christian boys
team from earning their seventh consecutive championship or the girls from earning their
third. The boys team earned a perfect score of six by finishing with the top three runners,
including State Champion, Oren Arthun, who won the race by 25 seconds. Second place was
sophomore, Shaphan Hubner and third was senior, Nathan Adams. In fact, all seven of our
male runners finished in the top 25, including first-year runner, senior Seth Amunrud.
Cavan Visser, sophomore, finished 11th; Carter VanDyken, sophomore, finished 23rd and
Austin Kriebel, senior, finished 24th. The girls race came down to a sprint to the finish line
where MCS senior, Jadyn VanDyken was edged out in the end by less than a second, (Cont.
on page 2).

Senior Jadyn VanDyken, congratulating the State C cross country winner,



When I was a kid, we lived one block from Three Forks school. It was the Kuchling house, which Dad rented. A few summers ago, I found
the graces of Emil Kuchling and his wife in the Willow Creek cemetery. I’m glad we could live near the school, and now I know how to
spell the name correctly!

The “old gym,” which is still there, was the nearest building. It was connected to the grade school where I learned my ABC’s in the first
grade and eventually learned to diagram sentences in eighth grade. 

During basketball season, I liked to climb on the furniture in the northeast corner of the living room and peer out a high window (that’s
still there, too). I wanted to see if the lights were on in the gym. That would mean someone was there getting ready for the game that
night, maybe the janitor. Often I would get prematurely excited, and the windows were still dark. But after a few tries, yay! The lights
were on and we could start getting ready. 

I suppose we had to eat a little supper first. Then out the front door. I loved, really loved, watching basketball with Dad. Usually we sat in
the balcony, which was a whole different perspective from modern gyms. Sometimes I would look straight down at the cheerleaders and
players. I recall watching the technique of underhand free throw shooting, one hand on each side of the ball. Dad said the ball would go
straighter that way. In the spring of 1963, Three Forks had a really good team that qualified for the State Class C tournament. Dad took
Mom and me along to watch the game at Helena High while my sisters were with the babysitter. Sacred Heart of Miles City, Terry, and
Superior also participated if I remember correctly. But I had to keep asking Mom the score. That’s when my parents realized I needed
glasses. 

In fifth grade I started on the vintage C-melody saxophone which Dad played years before. I was told Grandma paid four dollars for it at
an auction sale during the Depression– a pretty penny! By seventh grade, I had a good alto sax and could play with the Pep Band at
basketball games. It was great fun. In the words of Jimmy Durante: “I wouldna missit for da 'woild'.” 

On through high school at Three Forks and later Manhattan Christian, you could always see me playing with the band. At Montana State
as well, I was in the Marching Band and Pep Band. Surprisingly, years later, I was invited to help with the current group at MCHS
basketball games. I think it was because in a small school, some students were out on the floor playing volleyball or basketball.

There’s a line in the MCHS school song which says, “Pledge a new allegiance true to Manhattan Christian High!” That carried special
meaning for me when I transferred to Christian between my sophomore and junior years. I was welcomed, and am eternally grateful. My
appreciation for high school sports has expanded to include volleyball, cross country, track and field, and golf. Looks like football is on
the way, too! Interestingly, Three Forks and Manhattan Christian both won state championships in basketball last spring. Is that ironic or
an amazing coincidence? Joe Sutton, who has become a great friend, used to be the band director at Manhattan Christian. His son, Jon,
now teaches music at, you guessed it, Three Forks High. 

All these thoughts heighten the anticipation for upcoming volleyball tournaments and another basketball season. We will scurry across
cold parking lots and gather together as a community in warm gyms. It should be another great year upcoming, Lord willing. 
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Anticipation: Basketball Season is Coming
Vic Veltkamp
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placing her second in the state for class C female runners. The girls pulled out the win thanks to Jadyn's efforts along with seniors Tori
Venema (15th), Ava Bellach (21st), Abbi Leep (96th), Kaitlyn Scott (114th), and sophomore Olivia Leep (55th). The Eagles took their honorary
firetruck around Churchill on a beautiful fall day earlier this month. Congratulations, coaches and runners!

Cross Country State Champions / Cont. from page 1

Welcome, Dandrow Family!
Please help us welcome new ninth grade student, Jack Dandrow and his parents, Joshua and Danae, to our Manhattan Christian School
family! We are so thrilled you are here with us!
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Stephanie Venhuizen and Jodi Venema, Co-Chairs

A Day of Great Blessings! That is what the Harvest Festival was this year. If you attended or volunteered at the Harvest Festival last
month, we hope you enjoyed the food, the games, the auctions, and the fellowship. Most importantly, we hope you noticed the strong
sense of community in the school that day, full of people who love and support Manhattan Christian School. 

Both of us were fortunate enough to attend Manhattan Christian School while growing up. At events, like this, we are always so
encouraged to see the support of the community members, old classmates, and past teachers that no longer teach or have school-aged
children. What a great example of commitment to Christian education; such a blessing! It is also a privilege to meet and see new friends
and families become a part of this big family. To say thank you does not seem like enough. To those who volunteered for two hours or
ten. To those who generously gave donations. To those who bid and those who bought. The Harvest Festival would not be a success
without you! 

The Manhattan Christian Annual Harvest Festival began in 1962 and raised around $10,000. How encouraging it is to see God providing a
growing number each year. We are so excited that 60 years later, our estimated funds raised are upwards of $87,000! Joins us in
thanking God for this successful day! 

60th Annual Harvest Festival Success
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Senior Project Spotlights

The plan for the elementary students is for them to buy and donate gifts and then fill their boxes by November 18. Then I will bring all the
boxes to Grace Bible Church and from there they will be shipped out and delivered to kids around the world for Christmas. And for all
their hard work and generous giving, I'm planning a little treat for the students at the end. The kids have been doing a great job of picking
out gifts for the boxes already and are very excited!

Abbi Leep

For my senior project I am organizing the elementary giving project
for the year. I am working with the organization Operation
Christmas Child through the ministry Samaritan's Purse. I have
been packing shoe boxes since I was little and it is always a
highlight of the Christmas season. This project will provide an
opportunity for the elementary students to serve together and
reach out to those in need, while bringing joy to kids their age and
spreading the gospel. These shoe boxes can be filled with things like
toothbrushes, toys and school supplies and are given to kids all over
the world who don’t get presents for Christmas. 

Kaitlyn Scott

Kaitlyn is organizing a blanket drive for the homeless shelter alongside the Human Resources Development Center (H.R.D.C.) for this
chilly time of year. If you have any new or gently used blankets  you would be willing to donate to this cause, please bring them to the
school office before November 30. If you have any questions regarding this project, email kscott2023@manhattanchristian.org. 



Want to earn tuition credit while making your regular purchases? The RaiseRight program is
one of the fundraisers for MCS that also gives you tuition credit. Purchase gift cards (physical
cards or ecards) at face value or reload existing RaiseRight physical gift cards with any dollar
amount. Use your gift cards to make your regular purchases. For each brand, there is an
assigned rebate, typically between 2% and 16%. You receive half of the rebate toward your
tuition credit, and the other half goes to MCS. The tuition credit is distributed twice a year –
once in the fall and once in the spring. Watch for weekly and one day bonus rebates for
various brands.
 
The mobile app is a great way to be able to buy ecards while you are in the store, and then be
able to use them immediately. This app is super easy to use – order cards, redeem cards, see
card balances, keep a list of favorites, see current bonuses, track how much you’ve earned
this year, etc.
 
App: RaiseRight - download from Google Play or the App Store
Website: www.RaiseRight.com
Enrollment code when signing up: 32BCA8D91954
 
Orders for physical cards are released several times per month 
as needed. The cards arrive at MCS the following week to be 
distributed. We also have a small inventory of physical cards in the 
office. Get the order form on our website under "Support MCS." 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Arlene Roberts  at arleneroberts11@gmail.com.
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All State Band and Choir
Daniel Chaussè, MCS Band and Choir Teacher

Two of our seniors, Grace Aamot and Nathan Adams, qualified for the All State Band and
Choir festival in Billings over our Fall Break last month. Grace sang a solo: "If I Can Help
Somebody," and Nathan played four pieces with a group made of students from all classes 
 from across the state.  Just getting into All-State is quite an honor. It was a fabulous concert.
In particular, having Dr. Anton Armstrong from St. Olaf College was a great honor, as he is
one of the world's most renowned choir directors. We were also honored to have Professor
Marcellus Brown from Idaho State University, who has conducted a dozen All-State bands,
and countless regional Honor Bands. They both did excellent work with our students.

Please join us in congratulating October's

Rotary Student of the Month, chosen by

his teachers, Nathan Adams. Students

chosen for this award are known to

display high character, leadership, and

community mindedness both at and 

away from school.

RaiseRight (Formerly known as SCRIP) R  O  T  A  R  Y
s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  m o n t h

Meet Manhattan Christian Senior,

Nathan Adams. Nathan has been  at

MCS since Kindergarten. His mom,

Kim, teaches English in the high

school and his dad is a carpenter in

the area. Nathan's older sister,

Emma, graduated in 2017.  When

asked, Nathan chose calculus as his

favorite class this year "because

there are only three of us, and we

can have fun with Mr. Kimm."  Nathan

is known for his talent on the trumpet

(featured left) and has participated

in track, cross country, and

basketball.  Nathan won third place

this year at State Cross Country

(featured, page 1), helping his team

win first place, and was a part of the

basketball team that won the Class

C State Championship last year. 

 

For his senior project, Nathan is

designing and budgeting for a shop

program that he hopes can be

added to Manhattan Christian's

electives in the future.

http://www.raiseright.com/
mailto:arleneroberts11@gmail.com
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Learning is Fun...

Bree Leep, High School Science 

Earlier this fall, our freshmen and sophomore biology classes
did a field study on the Gallatin River studying ecological
succession. Each group put a lab write-up together
summarizing their findings.  

Scan the QR code to view the folder with all the freshmen
biology lab reports. These students did a wonderful job!

Football Coop with Manhattan 
Wes Kragt, Head Football Coach of the Manhattan Tigers
Overall we had a good season. We were a young team that got better each week and had a good run to finish the year winning 3 out
of our last 4 games and almost upsetting the number-one team in the state. As a program, we were very grateful to be able to work
with all the Manhattan Christian student/athletes once again this year. What a great group of hard-working kids that had a major
impact on the success we had this year. 

Manhattan Christian athletes who participated in the coop this year were seniors Tebarek Hill and Treyson VanderMolen, junior
Mason Venema, and sophomores Layne Kriebel and Rance Hamilton. 

When We're Making Lab Reports!
Twice Treasured Thrift Store
If you haven't been to the store lately you really must stop in.
Our volunteers have been working so hard to get it ready for the
holidays! A kind word of thanks for all they do for the school and
the community would be a wonderful boost as well!

We could use paper grocery bags! Think of us as you do your
holiday shopping. You can drop them off at the store or the
school office.

Twice Treasured Thanksgiving hours:
We will not be taking any donations during the week

of Thanksgiving. 
The retail store will be open 10 to 5 but 

CLOSED ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, November
24-25.

Thank you from the AD
Athletic Director, Layne Glaus, and assistant AD, Jeanette Walhof,
would like to extend their sincerest gratitude for all of the
community's help while MCS hosted District and Divisional
Volleyball. These tournaments ran incredibly smoothly thanks to
your help!



Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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You can make an annual cash contribution (dues). 
You can make a bequest in your will.
You can give a memorial gift. 
You can give stocks, bonds, & securities. 
You can give real estate or an interest in real estate. 
You can give life insurance proceeds. 
You can give cash, antiques, automobiles, or any
item with determinable value. 

Give you the satisfaction of knowing you have
assisted in strengthening the cause of Christian
Education at Manhattan Christian School as a result
of your contribution. 
Provide a reduction in your taxable income. 
Eliminate or reduce your estate tax at little or no
loss to other beneficiaries. 
Receive confidential counsel on estate planning
and general contributions. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

 

We Need YOU!
 

What Can You Do for the Manhattan
Christian School Foundation?

 

What can the Manhattan Christian
Foundation Do For You? 

 

Contact Ron Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any 
questions or for more information. 



Rent this Space 

 
Call 406-282-7261

Rent 
This

Space

 Call
406-282-7261
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Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!

3-5 Divisional Volleyball at MCS
10-12 State Volleyball at MSU
15 Annual Campaign Dinner
17 Winter Sports Practices Begin
21-25 No School: Thanksgiving Break

December
9-10 Tip Off Tournament 
13 Elementary Christmas Concert
14 MS/HS Christmas Concert
20-21 HS Semester Exams
22-3 No School: Christmas Break


