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It was the last race of the day and the boys had already run and won the State
Championship. The girls were sick and injured, but ready. It was the culmination of a
season of trials and successes. It all came down to this race. As the runners came in we
had lost count of points, and as we stood by the awards stand we were all huddled
together. The girls were in the inner circle and were surrounded by the boys team while
parents and supporters watched from the outside. We waited and waited. 

As I reflect on this moment in our season, the time we had been preparing for since this
summer, I thought about the little moments that had brought us to this point. I thought
about the uncertainty of the first couple of races and the trials for some who were
running long distances for the first time. I also reflected on the theme verse we had for
the year: Ecclesiastes 4:12, “Though one may be overpowered,  two can defend
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” We talked about unity, the
importance of every runner, and the role of each person on the team all season long. We
all had our role, and we all played that role to benefit the team.

Throughout the season, I saw the runners looking out for each other. I had kids finish
their workouts and then turn around to go help other runners finish. I had kids
encouraging each other and throwing water on each other on  the hardest course we had
ever run. A victory for one was a victory for all. We saw records fall. Jadyn broke the
school record by over a minute, and Oren broke the State Class C record. Still, it was not
just the individual accomplishments, it was the team through and through.
(Cont. on page 4)

THEY'VE DONE IT AGAIN
By Nate and Kristin Te Slaa and the 2021 Cross Country Team

" N o w  t o  H i m  w h o  i s  a b l e  t o  d o  i m m e a s u r a b l y  m o r e
t h a n  a l l  w e  a s k  o r  i m a g i n e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i s  p o w e r

t h a t  i s  a t  w o r k  w i t h i n  u s . "  E p h e s i a n s  3 : 2 0
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"This year, I love that we
have consistent chapel

and discipleship groups.
The *throughlines from

TFT have been
incorporated there and
in classes, and I think

that's cool."
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*Throughlines is a term from Teaching for Transformation that is more and more consistently being woven into
our work at MCS. These throughlines help us learn what it means to be a disciple within God's story. (God

Worshipping, Idolatry Discerning, Creation Enjoying, Beauty Creating, Order Discovering, Justice Seeking, Servant
Working, Earth Keeping, Community Building, and Image Reflecting) 
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SCRIP Tips
Earn Money Towards Tuition!
The SCRIP program is one of the fundraising tools for MCS
that also gives you tuition credit. Purchase gift cards, either
physical cards or ecards, at face value. For each brand, there
is an assigned rebate ranging from 2-16%. You receive half
of the rebate toward your tuition credit, and the other half
goes to MCS! Check the Weekly to see which brands have
bonus rebates each month!  

Download the RaiseRight app from Google Play or the App Store. 
Visit www.shopwithscrip.com
Use enrollment code: 32BCA8D91954 when signing up. 

Contact Arlene Roberts at arleneroberts11@gmail.com for more
information about the SCRIP program. Happy shopping! 

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1

Join us in praising and thanking
God for another successful Harvest
Festival! We are awestruck with
the numbers that are coming in:
$97,000! There are so many to
thank for generously giving their
time, efforts, talents, money, and
presence! If you gave in any way to
help make this event a success,
know that you have blessed many.
Whether you baked, served, 

Blessings Upon Blessings
Harvest Festival Reflection
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Breaking Records

cleaned, crafted, planned, painted faces, poured coffee, etc., know that
you were of vital importance that day.  It is always a blessing to see the
community come together, but especially this year! Joy was in the air
and it was obvious that people were glad to be together.   We are pretty
confident that this was the most friends and family that we have had
attend a Harvest Festival.  God is great! To God be the glory! 

In her first year as a high school cross country runner,
MCS junior and double fall sport athlete, Jadyn
VanDyken crushed the school record with a time of
20:05. The time earned her a second place finish at the
Headwaters Invitational hosted by Three Forks on
October 2. Later that day, she helped the lady Eagle
volleyball team place first in their MCS Invitational
tournament. Congratulations, Jadyn!

Manhattan Christian Sophomore Oren Arthun ended
the season on a high note as well. After finishing third
at the state meet last year, he came out on top this
year with a 16:52:55 finish to make him the Class C
record-breaking state champion. This state meet
record was previously held by MCS student Ben
Morrison with a time of 16:52:99. "The thing that
mattered most to me though was how the team
performed. The individual aspect though, I'm pretty
happy...being a state champ is pretty cool. " Way to go,
Oren! 

Natalie Walhof
November

Rotary Student of the Month 

Congratulations to November Rotary
Student of the Month, Natalie Walhof! Her 
teachers noted that Natalie is kind, 
determined, gracious, and focused.

My name is Natalie Walhof and I have attended MCS since I was in
kindergarten. I have loved the athletic programs at Manhattan Christian
as well as the teachers who teach from a Biblical Worldview. While at
MCS I have participated in Basketball, Golf, Cross Country, and
Volleyball. I plan to become a Registered Nurse after high school. I am
so thankful for my time at Manhattan Christian and look forward to
taking the things I have learned to serve Christ in his world.
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All State Music 
By Mr. Daniel Chausse

This year, juniors Nathan Adams (trumpet) and Grace Aamot
(violin) auditioned for the All-State Music Festival and were
accepted to play with the All-State Band and All-State Orchestra
respectively. These are ensembles comprised of students from all
across Montana who display musical talent and effort above and
beyond that of their peers. They rehearsed with prestigious guest
conductors for two days, and performed on October 22nd at the
Great Falls Civic Center.

Scott Hagen was the guest conductor for band. His ensembles
have performed at many festivals and conferences throughout
the midwest and west coast, and even internationally in Japan
and Europe. They performed six pieces, including the National
Anthem and pieces by John Philip Sousa, Eric Whitacre, Morten
Lauridsen, and local composer David Maslanka. 

Nathan performed a few solos during the concert, including one
during O Magnum Mysterium by Morten Lauridsen, originally a
choral song that was adapted for band. It was very exciting as a
teacher to see a band of nearly a hundred students, and then in
the middle of the piece recognize Nathan’s warm, rich tone as his
solo rang out above the band.

The guest conductor for the All-State Orchestra was Dr. Ovidiu
Marinescu, a Romanian cellist and conductor. He has guest
conducted orchestras in Russia, Portugal, Spain, and all over the
US as well, including New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Montana. The
orchestra performed pieces by Bach, Shostakovich, and Hansen.
Dr. Tobin Stewart, Symphony Orchestra Director at MSU, said of
the All-State Orchestra “I’m working with my ensembles to try to
perform music this difficult.” 

Both ensembles performed beautifully and received standing
ovations. This was such a unique opportunity for our students to
experience what it is like not only to work with world-renowned
directors, but also to perform in a large ensemble that they
wouldn’t have a chance to play with in our smaller high school. I
am excited to see how these young musicians continue to
develop throughout this year and the next, and also hope to have
some musicians in the All-State Choir next year as well.

Students Outside the Classroom:
Nathan Adams and Grace Aamot

This year I was blessed to play violin in the All State Orchestra
in Great Falls. This was my first opportunity to play with a
large group of musicians and it was exhilarating. My favorite
part about it was seeing many different people with their
instruments coming together to make such beautiful sounds
that can make a heart melt. Our conductor, Ovidiu Marinescu,
is a very accomplished musician who was born in Romania and
taught in Moscow. One of our pieces, No. 5 Symphony by
Shostakovich, was an extremely difficult work with a deep
message which Dr. Marinescu understood and brought to life.
It was written during Stalin’s reign about the oppression that
Russia was under. While the music was dramatic and
challenging, the individual musicians came together as one and
created an experience beyond words, which I think is what
makes music so special.

-Grace Aamot, Manhattan Christian Junior
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This year at at all-state band was amazing. We got to play five
really cool pieces that were very diverse and musical. The
conductor this year was Scott Hagan from the University of
Utah. He was very talented and very connected to the music
we were playing. He also had very high expectations for us and
he treated us like the bands that he used to conduct. It was a
really amazing experience. There were about 120 in the band
which was really cool to hear. Also the hall that we got to
perform and practice in was huge and beautiful, and it sounded
amazing when everyone was playing together. It was a very
awesome experience and I'm hoping to be able to do it again
next year! 

-Nathan Adams, Manhattan Christian Junior

"This is an awesome opportunity for our students
to perform with a larger ensemble than we can
have here at MCS, and it is quite an honor to be

accepted, especially as Juniors."



N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1

Cross Country/ from page 1
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Again/ from page 1 
Our bonds drew us closer together and we wanted to share in the State Title together. I had a team of selfless kids that wanted others
to succeed as much as they wanted their own success.  I say this often, and it is true in my heart. I believe there are some seasons as a
coach where I could come in dead last and it would be a successful season. This was one of those seasons. I truly saw the heart of our
team. We had just run the most difficult course and people were dropping at the finish line. Two kids were receiving medical attention,
and without my prompting, the kids came to get me and said we need to pray for them. We did, and both athletes were extremely
grateful, along with their coaches and families. I have been coaching for many years and have won championships, but that was the
proudest day of my coaching career. They were thinking of others and reached out when it would have been easier to walk away.

As the points continued to come in we were getting more and more excited. Finally we heard the second place team, and we erupted.
We had won. The girls screamed and hugged; the boys shouted in the air. It was not just the girls or just the boys, it was a victory for
the team. We won the titles, but the victory was the season. It was the friendships, the jokes, the love we had for each other, the shared
joys and sorrows, the hard workouts, and Brownie Wednesdays. It was the joy we had in worshiping God with our gifts and talents. 
-Coach Nate Te Slaa

Cross Country is like no other sport and I love it! These kids work so hard, but they also have a blast and form such great friendships. I
feel blessed that my own children can look up to the cross country runners as role models. Our son, Simon, loved Wednesdays because
all the “big kids” would come to our house and he would get to “run” with them and eat brownies. It is so fun to see these runners
choose to interact with our crazy three year old who thinks the world of them. Cody Hagar is a celebrity in the mind of Simon Te Slaa
simply because he sat next to Simon the night of the midnight mile and talked to him. I appreciate every moment the runners took to
make my kids feel special. They didn’t have to do it, but that is the kind of kids we have on our cross country team. They are a special
group! One of my favorite moments was watching the faces of all the kids as they announced the girls second place team at state. The
girls were huddled together and the boys were surrounding them anxiously waiting. When the team was announced and they realized
our girls had won first place, every single face lit up and joy exploded!  -Coach Te Slaa's wife, Kristin

"I am so grateful for this sport and this team!" Senior, Malaya Kamerman

"I've always viewed women's cross country as easier than most girls showed it to be. I never understood how much mental strength it
required. This season taught me how to be a teammate in an individual sport." First Year Runner, Senior, Natalie Waholf

"Coach and the team made this season so exciting and fun." Freshman, Cavan Visser

"The whole hotel could hear Oren screaming while taking an ice bath and the whole team was in the hallway laughing. This season
helped me bond with people I've never really talked to before this season." Freshman, Carter VanDyken

"I made many new friends and a lot of memories that will not easily be forgotten." Freshman, Shaphan Hubner

"Every moment of this season was a blast and it was a blessing from God that we could do such amazing things in His Glory."
Sophomore, Oren Arthun



From the Kitchen
The kitchen team is still desperately searching for help. If you or someone you know
is willing and able to work a day or more each week, please contact Brenda Flikkema
at kitchen@manhattanchristian.org. Thank you!

Alumni Information
Our school would love to keep in touch with alumni. There are updated forms on the
website to submit births, marriages, obituaries, and stories to be shared with our
community. Please visit manhattanchristian.org/alumni to update your information or
share an alumni story with us. Thank you!
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Kamps Family Update

Coach'
sCoach'
sCoach'
s   

CornerCornerCorner

ALUMNIALUMNI
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Alexa Vandyken and Landon Liudahl (MCS
Class of 2019) are both currently attending
Bethel University in St. Paul, MN. Alexa will

be graduating in May of 2022 with a
bachelor’s degree in Business Marketing

and Landon will be graduating in December
of 2022 with a bachelor’s degree in

Business Marketing and Digital Humanities.
Alexa and Landon got engaged in June of
2021 and will be tying the knot July of 2022

in Bozeman! They plan to settle down in
Minneapolis for a few years while Alexa

pursues a marketing career and Landon a
leadership/operational career with the

Chick-fil-A franchise. They hope to make it
home to Bozeman as soon as possible and
start a family around the people they love
most! They are excited to see the path God

will make for them in these next busy
years! 
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We ended our season with a three-team sweep
against Manhattan, so really, what more could I ask

for? My C/JV volleyball teams had a fantastic
season. A big transition has to happen between

eighth grade and high school volleyball, and with six
freshmen this year, that mental and game speed

shift was a focus for us right away. Once that
started to happen, I felt like the girls really started
to work well together defensively and make some
plays on offense. The girls made huge progress in

their second games against Three Forks,
Manhattan, and Choteau after seeing them earlier in

our season and knowing that we had room for
improvement. As a program, we're still focusing on

an attitude of grit and gratitude, which my girls
continuously showed throughout their matches. I
loved watching them find joy in the tough games

and in the games that weren't quite as exciting. Now
that my season is done, I get to assist Hanna and
the varsity team through the postseason, and I'm

looking forward to that. It is such a blessing to be a
part of this program. 

Lexi Glaus
 

The Kamps family is adjusting well to a new school year in Nicaragua. Matt is enjoying
his work as the secondary principal at Nicaragua Christian Academy in Managua, and
all five kids are getting acquainted with new schedules, language, culture, food, and a
new city. Missy is enjoying the bird watching, while the kids are loving all the critters
that have been found around their new house: toads, tarantulas, scorpions, rhinoceros
beetles, monkeys, a seven-foot boa constrictor, and a tiny ribbon snake. They are
"getting by" while learning to speak Spanish, but are hoping to enroll in language
school over Christmas break. 

Praise God for their safe arrival, great neighbors to help them acclimate, and a smooth
start to the school year. Please continue to pray that they find ways to serve the
people of Nicaragua and the successful completion of their legal residency. To learn
more about their journey, visit https://tinyurl.com/MMKamps. 

Twice Treasured Thrift Store
Our normal donation hours are Monday through Friday from 10am until 2pm, but
Twice Treasured will not be accepting donations during the week of Thanksgiving
(November 22-27). The store will be closed on November 25 and 26, possibly the 27 as
well (check social media for updates). 

If you are bringing a large amount of donations, we would appreciate a call beforehand
since we are short on help. We are still desperately searching to hire more help, any
days and times are available, but Saturdays are currently our biggest need. Some other
areas in which we need help are at the front counter (very easy to learn), processing
linens (beginning in January), and looking up vintage piece values. If you are interested
in becoming a part of our team, call (406) 640-2505. Thank you!



You can make an annual cash contribution (dues). 
You can make a bequest in your will.
You can give a memorial gift. 
You can give stocks, bonds, & securities. 
You can give real estate or an interest in real estate. 
You can give life insurance proceeds. 
You can give cash, antiques, automobiles, or any
item with determinable value. 

Give you the satisfaction of knowing you have
assisted in strengthening the cause of Christian
Education at Manhattan Christian School as a result
of your contribution. 
Provide a reduction in your taxable income. 
Eliminate or reduce your estate tax at little or no
loss to other beneficiaries. 
Receive confidential counsel on estate planning
and general contributions. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

 

Welcome, New Members!
 

What Can You Do for the Manhattan
Christian School Foundation?

 

What can the Manhattan Christian
Foundation Do For You? 

 

Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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Contact Ron Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any 
questions or for more information. 



 
BOZEMAN (406) 587-4455 | BILLINGS (406) 252-0055 

215 Haggerty Lane, Bozeman, MT 59715
www.terrellsoffice.com

Kelley Halle, Sales Associate, CRS®, GRI®, ABR®
Office: 406.282.7113  |  Mobile: 406.581.3144

Email: kelley.halle@bhhsmt.com  |  bhhsmt.com/kelley-halle
2001 Stadium Drive, Suite A  |  Bozeman, MT 59715
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Email mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org
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Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights
December

10-11 Tip Off Tournament
13 Thrift Store Meeting
13 MS/HS Christmas Music Concert
14 Elementary Music Concert
20-31 No School, Christmas Break

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!

November
16 Annual Campaign Dinner
18 High School Basketball Practice Begins 
22-23 Parent Teacher Conferences
22-26 No School, Thanksgiving Break


