
Stephanie Venhuizen

The Harvest Festival is one of our school's biggest and longest-running
fundraisers. Join with the school and community to celebrate harvest and this
beautiful season of fall! There is truly something for everyone. The kids' favorite
is always the carnival games. Others come for the delicious lunch and pie, and to
take home their favorite Dutch desserts, caramel apples, and other homemade
favorite treats! Men and women show their support by participating in the many
auctions that go on throughout the school. Others enjoy catching up with
friends while visiting the craft and holiday sale room. Whether you have come to
all 60 Harvest festivals, your fair share of them, or never been before, these are
some of the things you can look forward to next Saturday, October 15!
(Continued on page 2)
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Lunch: Lunch will be served starting at 11am! Items on the menu include pulled pork, famous chicken and noodles, hot dogs, and chili.
Bring the whole family and come hungry!

Kids' Carnival Games: Kids' games will run from 10am-12pm in the Memorial Event Center. Purchase tickets for your kids to enjoy face
painting, hoop shoot, ring toss, cotton candy, a cake walk, inflatables, prizes, and much more!

Kids' Movie: A movie will be shown in Mr. Glaus' classroom near the atrium and concessions. Adult supervision will be provided for this
family-friendly movie. Your kids can plan to have a movie spot by 12:30 and stay entertained while adults can enjoy the live auction. This
is free admission!

Dutch Specialties: These are a crowd drawer every year! This table will also be located in the Eagle Gym. A variety of baked goods and
items that are unique to the Dutch heritage will be featured here. Almond-flavored tea rings, tarts, and Oliebollen are some of the most
popular items every year. There will also be a variety of mints for sale. Donations of any Dutch Specialty items are appreciated! For more
information on this table, contact Trista Hofman at (406) 579-9112.

Cookies and Other Baked Goods: Cookies and other baked goods will be a combined table this year located in the Eagle Gym. We will
have a large variety of homemade cookies that can be purchased individually, by bag, or by box. Other baked goods will feature a variety
of other desserts, rolls, pastries, and more; all packaged and ready to go home with you! If you have a special item you love to bake, your
donation would gladly be accepted on or before Saturday morning! Please contact Aly Feddes at (406) 589-4568.

Pies: If you haven't had enough sweet treats yet, pies will be sold at the Concession Stand in the Atrium. Take a break from your shopping
to buy a slice of your favorite pie. Coffee, drinks, and donuts will also be sold here. Of course, donations of homemade pies are always
accepted. Please call Carrie Albro at (406) 579-8436. 

Holiday and Craft Room: Located in the high school band room, this is always a favorite stop. If you enjoy handcrafted items, baby gifts,
and holiday decor, this is your stop to shop! If you're crafty yourself or enjoy decorating or finding unique antique items, would you
consider donating to this room? Donations can be dropped off to the school office anytime during the week prior to the event. Contact
Marylou Sytsma at (406) 580-2849 for more information. 

Caramel Apples: These are a crowd pleaser every year! They can be found packaged and ready to go in the Atrium. 

Outdoor and Indoor Live Auctions: The outdoor auction will begin at 10am near the school's north entrance. Featured will be items for
home, yard and farm. The indoor auction will begin at 1pm in the Eagle Gym. To find out what specific items have been generously
donated by businesses and individuals, watch for the catalog to be released online early next week. For more information or if you would
like to donate an item, contact Sadie Donaldson at (406) 570-9204. 

Silent Auction: The silent auction will begin at 10am. Start your day by checking out these items! The winners will be announced at 1pm.
Bid on all sorts of items: candles, resort giveaways, paintings, dental packages, photography sessions, and much more donated by local
businesses and individuals. This year's class baskets put together by the kindergarten through eighth grade will all be based on favorite
books! Here's a preview to what themes you might see: Biscuit the Dog, Pete the Cat, The Polar Express, Dragons Love Tacos, The Day the
Crayons Quit, The Secret Garden, Llama Llama Loves Camping, Very Hungry Caterpillar, and Amelia Bedelia Bakes Off.

Touch a Tractor: Another favorite for your kids! Come get acquainted with our agricultural heritage by viewing the display of old and
new farm equipment The purpose of this display is to show the steady development of farm equipment over the years. Admission is free!
Contact Jodi Venema at (406) 580-0792 for more information on this portion of the Harvest Festival. 

Other Treasures to Find: Retired teacher, Grace Dyk, will have her annual table with her calendars and paintings, and Leesha Visser,
MCS alum, will have her Scentsy stock! 
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Jake VanDam, Middle School Math and Bible

Last month on Friday, September 23 the MCS 6th, 7th, and 8th graders loaded up buses to embark on the first ever all middle school
retreat. The core middle school teachers, Mrs. Sytsma, Mrs. Doucette, and Mr. Van Dam, along with Mr. Hope and Mrs. Rustad escorted
the students to Luccock Park Camp, situated in the Gallatin National Forest above Pine Creek in beautiful Paradise Valley. This trip was
the vision of Mr. Hope and Mrs. Doucette, whose goals were to get the middle schoolers off campus, into God's beautiful creation, to
enjoy a time of games and learning while interacting with their MCS middle school peers.

Many activities were packed into this day trip. First, the middle schoolers were put into teams containing people from all three grades
and they had a wonderful time playing games like "Alaskan Kickball" and participating in the "Knight and Prince/Princess." The students
also had a time of worship, led by Mr. Hope, as well as a Bible lesson, planned by Mrs. Doucette, which focused on MCS's theme this year:
"Trust God's Story." Following a delicious lunch of macaroni and cheese and a bunch of relay games involving bananas, the students were
able to do a small service project for the camp. Teams of students spread out around the camp and wrapped up hoses and packed up
sprinklers. The students finished this task very quickly and were able to save Steve, the camp director, a lot of work as their camp season
is coming to a close. It's a good thing the students finished their task so quickly too, because as soon as the last students loaded the bus
to head home, a big rainstorm had just started. 

Many thanks to Mrs. Doucette for planning this trip and to Mr. Hope for driving the bus. The middle schoolers and their teachers are
already looking forward to next year's retreat.

First Ever All-Middle School Retreat 
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Thank you, Pasture Drive-In Movie Theater!
Kim Adams

This year's senior class would like to sincerely thank the Pasture Drive-In for hosting a 
fun night that kicked off Manhattan Christian's Homecoming week. We started the 
evening with an 80's-themed dance with many great outfits. Crimped hair, neon, and denim 
were seen everywhere. Over one hundred car loads came to enjoy The Sandlot, and 
concessions were a huge hit with pulled pork sandwiches and Scott Kimm's famous French fries. 
This incredibly successful fundraiser would not have been possible without the Blanchard family's 
help and generosity. 

For the past three years, the Pasture Drive-In has been something fun for families to enjoy all summer long! If you missed The Sandlot,
you may have one more chance to catch a movie at the Pasture! Located at 360 Little Camp Creek Way in Churchill, they are scheduled
to show their last show of the season on Saturday, October 29 at 6:30pm: Ghostbusters! Follow their Facebook (The Pasture Drive-In
Theater) and Instagram (@the_pature_drivein) for updates. 



Want to earn tuition credit while making your regular purchases? The RaiseRight program is
one of the fundraisers for MCS that also gives you tuition credit. Purchase gift cards (physical
cards or ecards) at face value or reload existing RaiseRight physical gift cards with any dollar
amount. Use your gift cards to make your regular purchases. For each brand, there is an
assigned rebate, typically between 2% and 16%. You receive half of the rebate toward your
tuition credit, and the other half goes to MCS. The tuition credit is distributed twice a year –
once in the fall and once in the spring. Watch for weekly and one day bonus rebates for
various brands.
 
The mobile app is a great way to be able to buy ecards while you are in the store, and then be
able to use them immediately. This app is super easy to use – order cards, redeem cards, see
card balances, keep a list of favorites, see current bonuses, track how much you’ve earned
this year, etc.
 
App: RaiseRight - download from Google Play or the App Store
Website: www.RaiseRight.com
Enrollment code when signing up: 32BCA8D91954
 
Orders for physical cards are released several times per month 
as needed. The cards arrive at MCS the following week to be 
distributed. We also have a small inventory of physical cards in the 
office. Get the order form on our website under "Support MCS." 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Arlene Roberts  at arleneroberts11@gmail.com.
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Campaign Dinner: Tuesday, November 15 at 6pm
Mark your calendars for this year's Annual Campaign Dinner. This is a chance for you to
gather with some of our staff and fellow alumni and community supporters to enjoy a meal
and hear how your generosity supports Manhattan Christian School's goal in Christian
Educaiton. You'll also have a chance to hear from new Head of School, Joel Westa as our
keynote speaker. Watch your mailbox, the Weekly, and our social media platforms to stay up
to date on Campaign Dinner details. We can't wait to see you there!

Please join us in congratulating October's

Rotary Student of the Month, chosen by

her teachers, Grace Aamot. Students

chosen for this award are known to

display high character, leadership, and

community mindedness both at and 

away from school.

RaiseRight Program (formerly known as SCRIP) R  O  T  A  R  Y
s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  m o n t h

Meet Manhattan Christian Senior,

Grace Aamot. Grace joined us as a

freshman after being homeschooled

previously. She currently lives with

mom, Tara, Dad, Kirk, and pup, Maze.

She has one sister, Abbie, and two

brothers, Mark and David. Grace is

an MCS basketball, golf, and choir

standout. One of her favorite

memories at MCS was winning the

State Golf Tournament at Riverside

during her sophomore years. "It was

so fun to celebrate with all my

teammates, family, and friends." In

her free time, Grace's favorite thing

to do is bake and decorate cakes!

 

For her senior project (featured last

month in the September

Connections), Grace has chosen to

put on a recital entitled Celebration

of Life with her friends to benefit

local clinic, Zoe Care. This recital will

be Sunday, November 6 at 3pm at

Petra Academy in  Bozeman. Ticket

prices are $10/person or $25/family

of any size. Buy tickets online at

friendsofzoecare.org or at the door.

Our Kitchen is Hiring!

Monday: 10:00am-2:00pm (Dishwasher)
Wednesday: 9:30am-1:30pm (Prep/Clerk)
Thursday: 11:00-1:00p (Clerk)
Friday: 11:00 am-1:00pm (Clerk)

If you or someone you know is interested in joining our kitchen team on a part-time basis,
please let us know! We have the following positions available: 

The Messenger Yearbook 
If you missed your chance to get a copy of the 2021-2022 yearbook, "See the Story," there are
still a few copies available! Have your student bring $55 cash or check to the main office. 

The yearbook team would again love to have access to your photos that you snap at various
events. With a small yearbook team, it often makes attending all of these functions very
difficult. To share photos, email staber@manhattanchristian.org. Thank you!

http://www.raiseright.com/
mailto:arleneroberts11@gmail.com
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Learning is Fun...

Bree Leep, High School Science 

On Friday, September 30, we took a group of 6th and 11th
graders to the World Museum of Mining and the Mineral
Museum on Montana Tech campus. Students were able to view
beautiful minerals from around the world seeing how chemical
structure can affect the shape, color, and other physical
properties. We also had the opportunity to do the Underground
Tour exploring old mining tunnels used over 100 years ago.
Finally, students were able to see what an old mining town
would have looked like in the replica town where many of the
buildings were originals that had been reconstructed on the
mining museum site. 

Cross Country Record Breakers Do It Again
Around this time last year, then sophomore, Oren Arthun and then junior, Jadyn VanDyken were both featured for breaking cross
country records. Jadyn had crushed the previous school record with a time of 20:05 at the Headwaters Invitational and Oren finished
third at the State meet with a time of 16:52:55, breaking the Class C State Record time that was previously set by MCS student Ben
Morrison. This year, both have already outdone themselves and the State Meet is still on the horizon. 

On Friday, September 30 at the Butte High Invitational, Jadyn broke her own school record with a time of 19:28, putting her second in
the state and only 12 seconds behind the number one runner. That same day, Oren set a new school record of 16:08.9, making him the
number one runner in Class C, followed by two of his teammates, Shaphan Hubner and Nathan Adams, respectively. 

The Eagles will finish their season on October 22 at the State Meet in Missoula. Follow our Facebook page for updates and results! 
Go Eagles!

When We're Visiting the Mining Museum!Amber Rustad, Amy Brownell, & Wendy Wright

New Faces in the Resource Room

The Resource Room's Deep Hope is for you (students) to know
and rejoice in the fact that you were created uniquely and
purposefully by a Loving God, and to discover the unique way
you can share his image in the world. Their Storyline: Rejoice in
His Image!

Our resource room team has changed a bit this year, so you can
expect to see some new faces around! As a school, we are so
thankful for these ladies who consistently go above and beyond
to put a smile on all of our students' faces. They're always
throwing fun parties, wearing cute costumes, and matching in
shirts with clever sayings! New to the crew this year are Amy
Brownell and Wendy Wright. Amy's daughter, Brailey, and
Wendy's daughter, Brooke, both joined our fourth grade class
this year, and we are thrilled to have all of them at MCS!
Although not new, Amber Rustad missed a proper introduction
when she joined our team early last year. Amber and her two
kids, Sadee Ann (first grade) and Tyler (second grade), are
always bright faces to see in our hallways. 



Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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The Gift That Costs Little to Give
Charitable Deferred Payment Gift Annuity

 

Ken and Barbie, ages 53 and 46
5% Stretch-Out Deferred Payment Gift Annuity 

Cash-funded $10,000 DPGA commencing ages 73 and 76
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           

Your tax savings could be even larger depending on 
your age and selected maturity dates!

 

*The actual federal deduction of $9,308 must be reduced by the $3,723 METC claimed. 

A MCSF Annuity guarantees tax and income advantages to you during your lifetime(s). First, you receive an immediate, one-
time tax deduction for federal income tax purposes and a Montana State income tax credit up to $10,000! 

Second, you receive a generous fixed income for life. It can be deferred to increase the deduction and your payment rate is
based on age and is fixed for life! If funded with cash, a significant portion of that income is TAX FREE. 

Lastly, if the annuity is funded with appreciated assets, the capital gains tax issue is significantly minimized. Contact Ron
Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any questions or for more information. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

$1,596
$2902
$398
$4,896
$4,896

Federal Tax Savings (22% x $7,256 federal deduction) 
State Tax Credit (40% of actual federal deduction) 
Avoidance of Capital Gain (19.9% x 2,000)
Annuity funded with $10,000 securities with $8,000 cost basis
Total Tax Savings: 
The "cost" of creating a $10,000 MCSF Endowment: 

Give in taxes or give to MCS Foundation!
Help MCS with the savings and plan your future



Mobile Home for Rent
in the Churchill Area

Call 406-570-6452

Rent 
This

Space

 Call
406-282-7261
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Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!

November
3-5 Divisional Volleyball at MCS
10-12 State Volleyball at MSU
15 Annual Campaign Dinner

15 Harvest Festival
15 Cross Country at Townsend
17 JV Football vs Three Forks
18 VB vs. Manhattan 
19 End of Quarter 1
19 VB at Gardiner 
20-21 Fall Break; Teacher In-Service 
21 FB at Big Timber 
22 State Cross Country at Missoula 
27-29 District Volleyball at MCS

October


