
Joel Westa, Head of School

This year, Manhattan Christian School chose the theme, Trust God’s Story. 
 

As we study God’s Word, it’s helpful to understand the framework with which
that Word was given to God’s people. For starters, although the Bible is written
for us, it was not written to us. That gift was given to an Ancient Near Eastern
people group called the Hebrews, who God had chosen to be His partners in this
world. That ancient context comes full of perspectives, language, and literary
tools very different from our modern, Western world.
 

Diving deeply into scripture does not reveal a collection of hundreds of
unrelated writings, each with a different meaning. Instead, the more we study,
the more we see a single, coherent narrative within the Bible—one story that lets
us know who we are and what our purpose is in the world. The plot of that story
centers on the One True God whose character is all about order, fullness,
flourishing, love, wholeness, and community—what the Bible calls, Shalom. That
same God stands in opposition to disorder, brokenness, pain, sin, hatred, and
death—what the Bible calls Chaos. 
 

In this magnificent narrative, God works to bring His Shalom to the Chaos of this
world, and in His wisdom, He has chosen human partners to join Him. That’s the
story we trust, and that’s where we find our calling, no matter what our age or
vocation. As we unpack different aspects of this story for you here, it’s our
prayer that you too will come to rejoice in the deep knowledge that this is your
story too!
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What's God's Story?

"I feel so lucky to have been attending MCS
since preschool. The healthy environment has kept

me here year after year."

What People Are Saying About Us
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Welcome, Jeanette Walhof, as our K-12 PE teacher! Jeanette and her husband, Kendal, have three children:
Devan is in his second year at Liberty University, Natalie just graduated from MC and is entering her first year at
Colorado Christian, and Bryce is starting seventh grade. Jeanette started her teaching career in 1996 here at MC
until God called her elsewhere. Then, a house of three kids and a business raising Fox Red English Labradors
kept her busy! Since then, she's been around as a coach, volunteer, parent, school board member, and an
education committee member. Thanks for joining us in this role, Mrs. Walhof!

K-12 PE, Jeanette Walhof

Welcome, New Staff Members

First time teacher, Mallory Roberts is our fifth grade teacher this year for the large, split class of 2030. Mallory
completed her student teaching here at MCS last spring with Mrs. Adams in high school English. She loves to
read or do anything outside like hike, backpack, or ski. Favorite snacks include pretzel m&ms and iced lattes. The
Deep Hope she has created for her fifth graders is "That students become curious and creative learners, who
know they are loved and love others well." 

5th Grade Teacher, Mallory Roberts

Ms. Anderson returns this fall as the full-time first grade teacher after completing her student teaching at MCS
with Mrs. Brouwer in second grade last spring. Brianna grew up in Bozeman and loves spending time with
friends and family in the outdoors. Her favorite snack is chips and salsa, but she loves anything chocolate; her
current go-to coffee order is an oat milk latte! "Having gone to both Heritage Christian and then Petra Academy
from Kindergarten until my senior year, I am very excited to be teaching at a familiar school that aligns with my
beliefs and values."

1st Grade Teacher, Brianna Anderson

Pre School Teacher, Valerie Sinnema

Layne Glaus, MCS boys' basketball coach, has joined us as the Athletic Director and teacher of two sections of a
strength and conditioning elective. Glaus has his undergrad in biology from the University of Montana-Western
where he played college basketball before pursuing a masters degree in athletic training from Montana State
University-Billings. Layne is excited to be present more often in the school and have an opportunity to serve
God and the students by sharing his passion of health and fitness.

Athletic Director and Strength & Conditioning Teacher, Layne Glaus

2002 Manhattan Christian alum, Valerie Sinnema, has filled our fulltime preschool teacher role. Val and her
husband, Reuben, have a two-year-old daughter, Zoe and two furry friends: Elly and Minnie. Reuben's ministry
as a pastor has taken them to many different locations, so Val has taught preschool at a daycare for two years,
junior high and Kindergarten at Hills Christian for five years, as a one-on-one aid at Pella Christian for one year,
fifth grade and middle and high school math at Edgerton/Southwest Christian for six years, and first grade at
Heritage Christian for one year. The Deep Hope she has created for her preschoolers is "Love God and Love
Their Neighbors."

Natalie come to us this year as the new food service manager! Natalie has been cooking at the Early Learning
Center for the last 10 years. Natalie and her husband Kris have three children at Manhattan Christian: Sydney
(Grade 6), Samuel (Grade 4), and Sierra (Grade 1).  Her favorite treats are chocolate, Crumbl Cookies, and coffee,
and in her free time, she loves to cook and try new recipes!

Food Service Manager, Natalie Wynia
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Thank you, Golf Scramble Workers, Sponsors, and Donors!
Saturday, August 20 marked another successful Manhattan Christian Golf Tournament at Cottonwood Hills. We can't begin to thank
Johanna Eekhoff and Garret Nielson for their work behind the scenes at Cottonwood for making everything run smoothly. Their
hospitality year after year makes this tournament for MCS hugely beneficial. 

On our end of things, this tournament could not have occurred without the endless work of Ryan Ruffatto, Tom Hubers, Wes and
Brenda Asher, Jeanette Walhof, Liz Flikkema, Stephanie Hoekema, Erika and Hanna VanDyk, and Kevin Smith. From organizing and
serving the food to setting up and working the hole prizes, their work is so appreciated by the MCS family. We hope to see more
teams, coaches, players, and families who benefit from this athletic fundraiser find a way to get involved in this fun event next
summer! 

And to our generous 2022 donors and sponsors, thank you! We are able to offer some of the best prizes and food around thanks to
your continued support and generosity! 

Team and Hole Sponsors 
Amsterdam Enterprises

Consulting Design Solutions (CDS) 
Cook Development

Evolution
Great Western Insulation

Kenetrek 
Kimm Seed Potatoes

Leep Dairy
Spring Creek Farms

 
Hole Sponsors 
406 Construction

Andy’s Glass
Big Sky Sotheby’s Real Estate

Blackfoot Communications
Cabin Clutter – Tina Ekola

Carla Schmidt - Moutain West Farm Bureau Agent 
Churchill Cattle Company

Dan Rust – State Farm Agent 
Dokken Nelson Funeral Services

Droge Farms Inc.
Dry Hills Distillery

Empire Building Materials
Gallatin Valley Malt

Granite Technology Solutions
Kenyon Noble 
Kredit Electric
North Grounds

Plastic Design & Manufacturing
PPYC

Ramirez Family
Scenic City Trucking

Sharon Kamp
Simkins-Hallin

Spotted Bear Marketing Co.
Terry Sinnema Construction

Vellinga Real Estate
Visser Architects

Visser Greenhouse 
Watson Irrigation

Team Sponsors
Churchill Equipment 

Clint Struble Real Estate – Keller Williams
Danhof Motors/Ressler Corp.

Egbert Plumbing 
Livingston Dental Care – Kevin Scott

Paradigm 406 
Stockman Bank

TD Hamilton Excavation
VP Construction

 
 

Additional Donating Sponsors 
Balance Strength and Fitness

Blackfoot Communications
Carriage House Carwash 

Cottonwood Hills Golf Course  
Feddes Family Meats 

Gallatin Valley Malt Co.
Heavens Best Carpet Cleaning   

Inside Out Training
Lehrkinds Inc.

Manhattan Bank
Manhattan Christian School 

Mitchell Golf
Montana Fox Red Labs
Montana Silversmiths  
Paradigm Software  

Pepsi
Pure Shot 

Ranch Club Golf Course  
Rocky Mountain Golf

Sidewinders  
Sir Scott’s Oasis
Tami Thompson 

Universal Athletics 
VanKirk Family 
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Twice Treasured Thrift Contributes $150K 
to School Fundraising!
Joel Westa, Head of School
One of my first events with the school was attending the Twice Treasured Thrift (TTT) Store
Volunteer Thank You Celebration planned by the Twice Treasured board and hosted by
Taylor and Casie and Martin and Sue Kimm. After an amazing meal of some of the best brisket
I’ve had, we all spent some time getting to know each other. As I listened to stories, I was
amazed at the amount of time and level of work the volunteers provide in support of the thrift
store.

The highlight of the evening came when the Thrift Store Board President, Mark Kredit,
presented me with a check to Manhattan Christian School for $150,000! What an amazing
blessing to the school, made possible by those of you who donate items, serve in some
capacity at our thrift store as volunteers or staff, or purchase items there!

As former President of Christian Schools International, I’ve visited many schools during my
five years at the helm of that organization. Many of them had thrift stores, but I’d be hard
pressed to find one that is more successful in supporting the mission of their school. For that,
I’d like to thank Twice Treasured CEO, Faith Dyksterhouse, the Thrift Board, and all of you
who work there for this tremendous success.

The funds we receive from Twice Treasured are used for the general operating budget of our
school and benefit all our current families by helping keep tuition affordable. The Thrift Store
is always in need of volunteers. If you would like to be a part of this amazing team and have a
direct impact on the success of MCS, please contact the school office or email Faith at 
 faithdhouse@gmail.com.

Please join us in welcoming the following
students and their families to our

Manhattan Christian School Community!
We are so glad you're here!

 

New Families!

The Harvest Festival is our school's biggest and longest running fundraiser. Join the school
and community to celebrate this beautiful season and harvest. There is something for
everyone! MCS greatly  benefits from the generosity of our community, extended families,
and alumni. Would you consider how you can help? There are many ways you can be
involved. Do you love to craft, sew, bake, or create? Please think about how you can give your
time or share your talents. If you are willing to bake pies, cookies, or other desserts, please
don't wait to call us! Connect with us as lists often change and we want to keep your help!
Please contact Jodi Venema or Stephanie Venhuizen for more information regarding the
Harvest Festival. 

Joseph and Wendy Wright
Fourth Grade Student, Brooke

 

Joshua and Laura Grace Baker
Kindergarten Student, Annie

 

Robert and Julie Kincaid
Kindergarten Student, Peter

 

Nich and Laura Purtuit
Kindergarten Student, Ellie

 

Robert and Brittany Braaksma
Kindergarten Student, Reno

 

Brian and Amber Hoerner
Kindergarten Student, Jack

 

Joshua and Arnica Rae
Kindergarten Student, Huntsten

 

Kyle and Megan Hoover
Fifth Grade Student, Sawyer

Second Grade Student, Colter
 

Nathan and Aly Feddes
Kindergarten Student, Eric

 

Christopher and Kaelyn Harrington
Kindergarten Student, Hadley

 

Christopher and Ashlee Doyle
Kindergarten Student, Sadie

 

Evghenii and Brea Ann Macarov
Eighth Grade Student, Evghenii

 

Dean and Meghan Mitchell
Fourth Grade Student, Karson
Third Grade Student, Kamryn

 

Jesse and Megan Kemp
First Grade Student, Kellan

 

Greg and Kim Stewart
Seventh Grade Student, Sonora Stewart

 

Stuart and Janet Beiswanger
Ninth Grade Student, Sophia

 

Ryan and Nicole Marsh
Second Grade Student, Jace

 

Cody and Meghan Holcomb
Kindergarten Student, Boyd

 

Jason and Teri Keffer 
Tenth Grade Student, Aidyn Marie

 

Leslie Miller and Zeb Miller
Eighth Grade Student, Wyatt

Sixth Grade Student, Halle
 

Scott and Crystal Nichols
Eighth Grade Student, Madison

 

Cody and Amy Brownell
Fourth Grade Student, Brailey

 

Brian and Rebecca Beiner
Second Grade Student, Jude

Kindergarten Student, Genevieve
 

Michael and Joy Sander
Ninth Grade Student, Haley

 

Shawn and Brittany Erickson
Ninth Grade Student, Savannah

 

The Harvest Festival is Coming; Save the Date!
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Learning is Fun...

One of the first projects of the year for our Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) students involved a
lot of colored paper, tape, and an email from Mrs. Ayers
requesting marbles since she seemed to had lost hers! 

Students were challenged with the following parameters in
their creative engineering assignment: aesthetically pleasing
("style points"), fitting the given base (which added height and
gravity to most), and how successful the track was out of three
test runs. 

Sophomore, Shaphan Hubner, came out on top, but junior,
Ryan Schott, was a close second. Pictured here are some of the
tracks while students test their tracks and judges observe
carefully.

Senior Project Spotlight

Manhattan Christian Senior, Grace Aamot, has had her senior
project in the works for a while. She would like to extend the
invitation to join her and her friends as they perform next month
at Petra Academy as a fundraiser for Zoe Care. Questions or want
to donate?  Email gaamot@manhattanchristian.org

Grace Dyk Art Display & Other Art News
During the months of September & October we will have Grace Dyk showing her paintings. Grace is an alumna of Manhattan
Christian School, as well as having taught elementary school at MCS. Stop in and see or purchase her artwork in the MCS Gallery,
located in the entrance to the school next to the office.

We also plan to have a Europe (Paris, Dublin & London) meeting on Monday, September 26 at 6 pm for any High School students,
parents, or adult chaperones that are interested in traveling June 2023. Join us in the art room. 

There will be a Parent Arts Committee meeting for anyone that is interested in promoting the visual arts at MCS. This meeting will be
on Monday, September 26 at 7 pm. This is something new! Mrs. Swanson is looking for ideas for the art gallery, projects for students
to make for MCS fundraising, etc.

Any questions you may have regarding the gallery, the Europe trip, or the Parent Arts Committee can be direction to Mrs. Swanson at
kswanson@manhattanchristian.org

When We're Building Marble Tracks!



Connect With Us on 
 Social Media

@manhattanchristianeagles facbook.com/mcseagles @christianeagles @manhattanchristianeagles
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The Gift That Costs Little to Give
Charitable Deferred Payment Gift Annuity

 

Ken and Barbie, ages 53 and 46
5% Stretch-Out Deferred Payment Gift Annuity 

Cash-funded $10,000 DPGA commencing ages 73 and 76
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           

Your tax savings could be even larger depending on 
your age and selected maturity dates!

 

*The actual federal deduction of $9,308 must be reduced by the $3,723 METC claimed. 

A MCSF Annuity guarantees tax and income advantages to you during your lifetime(s). First, you receive an immediate, one-
time tax deduction for federal income tax purposes and a Montana State income tax credit up to $10,000! 

Second, you receive a generous fixed income for life. It can be deferred to increase the deduction and your payment rate is
based on age and is fixed for life! If funded with cash, a significant portion of that income is TAX FREE. 

Lastly, if the annuity is funded with appreciated assets, the capital gains tax issue is significantly minimized. Contact Ron
Hoekema at (406) 581-1460 with any questions or for more information. 

Manhattan Christian 
School Foundation

Our mission is to lower tuition! 
 

$1,596
$2902
$398
$4,896
$4,896

Federal Tax Savings (22% x $7,256 federal deduction) 
State Tax Credit (40% of actual federal deduction) 
Avoidance of Capital Gain (19.9% x 2,000)
Annuity funded with $10,000 securities with $8,000 cost basis
Total Tax Savings: 
The "cost" of creating a $10,000 MCSF Endowment: 

Give in taxes or give to MCS Foundation!
Help MCS with the savings and plan your future



Mobile Home for Rent
in the Churchill Area

Call 406-570-6452

Rent 
This

Space

 Call
406-282-7261
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Manhattan Christian School
Partnering with you for life!

8000 Churchill Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

(406) 282-7261
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Calendar Highlights

Once a month updates not enough? Email
mcscommunications@manhattanchristian.org 
if you'd like to be added to our emailing list
to receive a digital copy of the Weekly every

Friday afternoon!

October
1 Cross Country at West Yellowstone
1 MCS Volleyball Invitational 
4 Volleyball at Sheridan
6 Cross Country at Helena
7 HS Football vs. Jefferson
8 HS Volleyball vs. Choteau
10 JV Football at Jefferson
11 MS/HS Fall Concert
15 Harvest Festival

September
17 Cross Country at Missoula
17 HS Volleyball vs. Fort Benton
19 JV Football at Townsend
22 HS Volleyball at Lima
23 HS Football at Whitehall
23 HS Volleyball vs. Three Forks
24 Cross Country at Lockwood
26 JV Football vs. Whitehall
29 Volleyball vs. Shields Valley
30 Cross Country at Butte


